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Bullets in spinal cord paralyse Uday 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein s eldest son, Uday. remains paralysed from the 
waist down with two bullets lodged in his spinal cord, 
reliable Iraqi sources said Monday. Another two bul- 
lets are also still lodged in Uday's pelvis since the 
Dec. .12 attempt on his life in Baghdad’s wealthy 
Mansour neighbourhood, the sources said. Uday him- 
self confirmed from his hospital bed earlier this 
month that he still had four bullets in his body. Doc- 
tors, including several French specialists, decided not 
to operate on Uday. fearing total paralysis or even 
death, the sources said. Two French doctors had 
checked on Uday a few days after the attempt. 
According to the sources, they were neurosurgeons. 
France has rejected an Iraqi request to admit Uday for 
medical treatment, causing Iraq’s official A1 Thawra 
newspaper to launch a diatribe against Paris. 
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GCC awaits Bahraini move with Qatar 

MANAMA lAgenccis) — Saudi Arabia's Foreign Minister 
Saud A1 Faisal said here Monday Gulf Arab stales were waiting 
for Bahrain to sign an accord aimed at defusing a temiorial dis- 
pute with Qatar. “We are wailing for Bahrain's response to a 
draft agreement" which Gulf Arab foreign ministers gave to 
Manama so that “it signs the agreement.” Prince Saud told the 
Gulf News Agency The ministers from Saudi Arabia. Kuwait. 
Oman and the United Arab Emirates met their Bahraini coun- 
terpart Sheikh Mohammad Ben Mubarak Al Khalifa here Sun- 
day after similar talks in Doha with Qatar's foreign minister. 
The emir of Bahrain. Sheikh Isa Ben Salman Al Khalifa, 
pledged that Manama will cooperate with the Arab foreign min- 
isters until “die}' achieve iheir objectives.” tile agency said 
Qatar's Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem Ben Jabr 
Al Thani said Sunday that his government had accepted a pro- 
posal from ihe Gulf Arab foreign ministers designed to end a 
war of words with Bahrain. 
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Netanyahu warns 
Arafat against 
declaring state 

Hebron deal ensured Israel 
alone will determine scope of 
withdrawal — prime minister 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agenceis.) — Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
warned the Palestinians on 
Monday against declaring a 
state of their own, saying 
Israel’s retaliation would be 
harsh. 

“In case of a unilateral 
declaration of a Palestinian 
state, our reaction will be 
very harsh because that 
would be a violation of the 
accords concluded with the 
Palestinian (National) 
Authority (PNA)." he told 
army radio, without elabo- 
rating. 

“The question of the final 
status of the Palestinian 
enrity can only be settled 
within the framework of 
the final-status negotia- 
tions ” Mr. Netanyahu said. 

Mr. Netanyahu spoke one 
day after Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat was 
given a hero's welcome in 
Hebron, which on Friday 
became the lasr of seven 
West Bank towns to be 
given Palestinian rule 
under a 1995 interim peace 
deal. 

Israel and the PNA are to 
determine the final status of 
the West Bank and Gaza in 
negotiations ending no later 
than May 1999. Mr. 
Netanyahu rejects Palestin- 
ian aspirations for state- 
hood. 

Mr. Arafat views Pales- 
tinian statehood as the nat- 
ural culmination of final- 
status talks. 

However, Mr. Arafat did 
not threaten in Hebron to 
unilaterally declare a Pales- 
tinian state, focusing on the 
success of a peace process 
he hopes will produce inde- 
pendence. 

The Israeli leader said he 
was encouraged by the tone 
of Mr. Arafat's speech to 
thousands of cheering sup- 
porters in Hebron on Sun- 
day when he said peace had 
been “settled with all 
Israelis.” 

“We welcome the more 
positive tone. This is a bet- 
ter direction,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

Israel and the PNA signed 
the Hebron deal last week 
ending months of protract- 
ed negotiations and arm- 
twisting by the United 
States. The accord outlines 
further withdrawals Israeli 
troops will make from parts 
of the West Bank beginning 
on March 7. 

Mr. Netanyahu told army 
radio the deal ensured that 
Israel alone would deter- 
mine the scope of subse- 
quent redeployments. 

“We will define the areas 
we need for maintaining 
our security and this is also 
agreed upon by the Ameri- 
cans — that the side which 
will determine the scope of 
(future) redeployments is 
Israel,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu reaf- 
firmed his opposition to 
Palestinian statehood 
because “a state has prerog- 
atives which could endan- 
ger the security of Israel.” 
A sovereign state could 
“acquire missiles which 
neutralise our civil and 
military aviation, draw 
water freely from under- 
ground aquifers which 
risks leaving us without 
water, or make military' 
alliances with countries 
such as Iran or Iraq " he 
said. Mr. Netanyahu pro- 
posed giving the Palestini- 
ans “enlarged autonomy, 
with important powers, but 
without threatening Israel.” 


Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon meanwhile 
warned that Israel will 
have to fight both the Unit- 
ed States and the Palestini- 
ans to keep large tracts of 
the West Bank under its 
control. 

In the Hebron accord and 
attached U.S. letters 
finalised last week, there is 
no clear stipulation that 
Israel alone will be 
allowed to decide the scope 
of its troop redeployments 
from the West Bank, Mr. 
Sharon said. 

“Israel will have to organ- 
ise a struggle against this,” 
he told Israel Radio. 

“Israel ... is the one who 
will decide the parameters 
of the redeployments. 
There is nothing that says 
the Palestinians have to 
accept that It doesn’t say 
that the U.S. supports our 
position." 

The accord says Israel 
may keep its settlements 
and military areas in the 
West Bank. But all sides 
continue to debate whether 
the agreements allow 
Israel to unilaterally decide 
the location of military 
areas. 

“I recommend ... the clar- 
ification is made now as to 
what are the borders of the 
security areas that Israel 
will not give up,” Mr. 
Sharon said. 

The Palestinians insist 
over 90 per cent of the West 
Bank is to be handed over, 
while Mr. Netanyahu has 
reportedly put the amount 
at a maximum 50-60 per 
cent. 

Mr. Sharon said Israel 
should try to keep the Jor- 
dan Valley and territory to 
the west, mountainous 
areas near the Dead Sea 
coast, major transport 
routes through the Jordan 
Valley and by the Dead Sea 
and the area around 
Jerusalem. 

After the Hebron deal on 
Wednesday, hardline Israeli 
ministers were infuriated 
by reports that a U.S. offi- 
cial had said Israel could 
not unilaterally decide the 
extent of further troop rede- 
ployments. Israel Radio 
said. 

The report contradicted 
Israel’s interpretation of a 
letter attached to the 
Hebron accord by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher which implied 
Israel would determine the 
extent of future West Bank 
pullbacks. 

But U.S. mediator Dennis 
Ross said Israel would- not 
have to negotiate with the 
Palestinians over the extent 
of territory to be given to 
self-rule. 

U.S. Ambassador to 
Israel Martin Indyk also 
said that under the Oslo 
peace accords signed in 
1993 and 1995, Israel is 
allowed to decide the 
scope of the withdrawal. 

In the letter to Mr. 
Netanyahu. Mr. Christo- 
pher said he “advised 
Chairman Arafat of U.S. 
views on Israel’s process of 
redeploying its forces, des- 
ignating specified military 
locations and transferring 
additional powers and 

responsibilities to the 

Palestinians.” 

But Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erakat said last week 
that the Americans had 
rejected allowing Israel 
alone to decide from which 
rural areas it would rede- 
ploy. 



U.S. President Bill Clinton and First Lady HilHary Clinton are joined on stage by Vice-President Al Gore (right) and his 
wife Tipper after the finale at the inaugural gala on Sunday in Landover, Maryland. Mr. Clinton and Mr. Gore were 
sworn in for a second term on Monday (AFP photo) 

Clinton sworn in for second term 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Wiliam Jefferson Clinton was 
sworn in here shortly after noon ( 1 700 GMT ) Monday to a sec- 
ond term as president of the United States. 

Mr. Clinton, whose new four-year mandate will usher in the 
21st century, took the 35- word oath of office from Supreme 
Court Chief Justice William Rehnquist on the west steps of the 
U.S. Capitol which houses the Senate and the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

The 50-year-old Arkansas Democrat placed his left hand on 
an open family Bible held by his wife Hillary, raised his right 
hand and vowed to “preserve, protect and defend the constitu- 
tion of the United States." 

The president launched his second term with an inaugural 
address that appealed for national unity and reconciliation with 
congressional Republicans. 

“The challenge of the past remains the challenge of our 
future. Will we be one nation, one people, with one common 
destiny — or not? Will we all come together, or come apart,” 


Mr. Clinton said. 

Mr. Clinton spoke of the bluer bipartisan battles that have 
divided Congress, declaring that the United States had 
resolved the “great debate over the role of government” 

The United States needed “a government that is smaller, lives 
within its means, and does more with less. Yet where it can 
stand up for our values and interests in the world, and where it 
can give Americans the power to make a real difference in their 
everyday lives, government should do more, not less.” 
Speaking on a holiday honouring assassinated civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King, Mr. Clinton recalled that race has 
been "America’s constant curse." 

“We cannot — we will not succumb to the dark impulses that 
lurk in the far regions the soul everywhere. We shall over- 
come them, and replace them with the generous spirit of peo- 
ple who feel at home with one another.” he said. 

Moments before Mr. Clinton took the oath of office. Al Gore 
was sworn in for a second term as vice president 


Accords with Iraq are strictly 
economic and have no political 
conditions, Muasher affirms 

Abul Ragheb briefs 
Kabariti on Iraq trip 


By P.V.Vfvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The oil agreement and trade 
protocol that Jordan and Iraq signed this 
week have no political conditions attached 
and Baghdad is not demanding any Jordan- 
ian political action in return for the accords. 
Information Minister Marwan Muasher 
said Monday. 

Dr. Muasher also confirmed that the 
agreements call for Iraqi supplies of 32 mil- 
lion barrels of oil worth S625 million to 
Jordan during fiscal 1997; of the total, S300 
million worth will be free of cost and Jor- 
dan will settle $255 million in exports of 
food and medicine and register $70 million 
as partial payment of Iraqi debts to the 
Kingdom. 

The minister also affirmed that Jordan 
agreed to raise to $19.10 per barrel the 
price it will pay for Iraqi oil in 1997 com- 
pared with $15.13 in 1996. The agreement 
involved raised by seven per cent the quan- 
tity of the Kingdom’s oil imports from its 
eastern neighbour. 

That meant 4J million tonnes of crude 
oil and derivatives, or 25 million barrels of 
crude and seven million barrels of refined 
oil products. 

The increase in price and quantity would 
result in a net increase of $70 million in 
Jordan’s oil bill for the year. 

The information minister, addressing a 
weekly press briefing, said the government 
“is considering options to address bud- 
getary implications of the increase in the 
oil bill.” 

But he categorically stated that the gov- 
ernment was not about to announce an 
Increase in the retail prices of fuel in the 
country to offset the increase. 

One of the pledges undertaken by the 
government of Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti in Parliament is not to raise 
fuel prices. 

Speaking one day after a ministerial dele- 
gation returned home after signing the 
agreements in Baghdad, Dr. Muasher said 
political relations between Jordan and Iraq 
had no bearing on the accords. 

“They are straightforward economic 
agreements concluded between two sover- 
eign governments.” said Dr. Muasher. “Pol- 
itics have no bearing whatsoever on the 
accords.” 

That was a reference to differing view- 
points between Amman and Baghdad over 
the Iraqi government’s policies, which have 
come under criticism from Jordan. 

If anything, said Dr. Muasher, “Jordan- 


MIN/STER OF INDUSTRY and Trade Ali 
Abul Ragheb Monday described his recent 
visit to Baghdad and talks with Iraqi lead- 
ers on trade and Iraqi oil supplies to Jordan 
as extremely successful. 

In a statement to the press following a 
visit to the Ministry of Industry and Trade 
by Prime Minster Abdul Karim Kabariti. 
Mr. Abul Ragheb said that the Iraqi mis- 
sion. which he undertook along with Min- 
ster of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Hashem Dabbas. was crowned with the 
conclusion of new agreements on the sale 
of Iraqi oil and Jordan's exports to Iraq 
during 1997. 

“The Jordanian and Iraqi sides held 
lengthy and intensive talks in an atmos- 
phere characterised with cooperation and 
understanding and keenness to achieve 
common interests for the two peoples,” 
said Mr. Abul Ragheb. 

He said that while in Baghdad he and Dr. 
Dabbas were received by President Sad- 
dam Hussein to whom they delivered a 
message from His Majesty King Hussein 
and discussed issues of concern to Jordan 
and Irag as well as pan-Arab affairs and 
thanked the president for meeting Jordan’s 
oil needs. 

During his visit. Mr. Kabariti was 
briefed by Mr. Abul Ragheb on the Bagh- 
dad talks and the details of the oil and trade 
agreements concluded by the two sides. 

The meeting was attended by Dr. Dab- 
bas. Central Bank Governor Ziyad Fariz 
and the Minister of Finance Marwan Awad. 

ian-Iraqi political relations are now bal- 
anced...” 

The minister also summarily rejected that 
the Iraqi government was demanding Jor- 
danian action against Iraqi dissidents living 
in Jordan in rerum for Baghdad’s agree- 
ment to renew the oil and trade protocols 
and to increase the amount of free oil from 
$250 million in 1996 to $300 million in 
1997. 

“Political issues are separate from eco- 
nomic issues, and there is no linkage 
between the two issues as far as the eco- 
nomic agreements are concerned,” he 
restated 

Despite the $3.85 increase per barrel in 
price. Dr. Muasher said that the oil accord 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kabariti 

reviews 

assistance 

projects 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Monday visited 
the Ministry of Social 
Development and attended 
parr of the ministry's plan- 
ning committee meeting. 

The prime minister lis- 
tened to a briefing by Min- 
ister of Social Develop- 
ment Hamad Abu Jamous 
about the ministry's activi- 
ties during the month of 
Ramadan. 

(Continued on page 7) 


King reiterates 
support for Sudan 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Mon- 
day reiterated Jordan's sup- 
port for Sudan, stressing that 
no one had the right Lo inter- 
fere in that country’s internal 
affairs. 

In an audience attended hv 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson. Sudanese 
Minister of Justice Abdul 
Baset Sabadrai conveyed to 
the King a message from 
Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir explaining 
the latest military develop- 
ments on the Sudanese bor- 
ders with Ethiopia and 
Eritrea. 

King Hussein reiterated 
Jordan's position towards 
Sudan that emanates from 
the concept that Arab security 
is inseparable. Jordan, the ' 
King said, reaffirms (hat 
Sudan's present conditions 
should not be used to inter- 
fere in its internal affairs. 

Jordan is keen to see that 
Sudan's sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity should not be 
tampered with, he said. 

The meeting was attended 


by Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Abdullah and Prince 
Faisal. Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khusawnch and 
Minister of Justice Abdul 
Karim Dughmi. 

Mr. Sabadrai. who also 
held a meeting with Mr. 
Kabariti, told the press alter 


Hbuse condemns aggression 
on Sudan, page 3 


the audience that Sudan high- 
ly appreciates Jordan’s sup- 
port for the Sudanese peo- 
ple's legitimate right to light 
against infiltrators who tried 
to tamper with their country's 
security and stability. He 
accused Eritrea and Ethiopia 
of aggressive military actions 
and commended the King's 
call on the Arabs to stand with 
Sudan. 

Meanwhile. Sudanese Vice- 
President Al-Zubeir Moham- 
mad Saleh arrived in Damas- 
cus on Monday as pun of a 
tour to brief Arab leaders on 
the conflict in Sudan, officials 
and diplomats said 


Khartoum plans 
counteroffensive 
assails Ethiopia 


9 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) 
— Sudan said Monday it 
was planning a major 
counter-offensive to wrest 
back territory from rebels 
in the east of the country, 
and accused Ethiopia of 
committing war crimes on 
its territory, a charge Addis 
Ababa rejected. 

Army spokesman Gener- 
al Mohammed Al Senoussi 
told journalists that govern- 
ment troops were preparing 
to launch an attack to 
reclaim villages near the 
border with Ethiopia which 
Khartoum insists have been 
overrun by Ethiopian 
forces. 

Sudanese rebels who 
launched an offensive 
against government troops 
in the border region on Jan. 
12 have consistently denied 
receiving outside support in 
their bid to topple the gov- 
ernment. Ethiopia has also 
repeatedly denied assisting 
the rebel offensive. 

But Khartoum stepped up 


the war of words on Mon- 
day. vowing to drive 
Ethiopian Troops from 
Sudanese territory whom it 
accused of slaughtering 
innocent schoolchildren in 
a village. 

The government daily A I 
Sudan Al Hadith reported, 
meanwhile, that Ethiopian 
troops had captured 160 
high school students, the 
governor of Kurmuk 
province Yaqub Hussein 
and some civilians after the 
town fell a week ago. 

“The Ethiopian troops 
classified the prisoners of 
war and immediately killed 
some of them." after taking 
them across the border into 
Ethiopia, the newspaper 
reported, without giving the 
number of those killed. 

“There is clear evidence 
concerning Ethiopia's 
involvement” in the eastern 
Sudan clashes. Information 
Minister Al Tayeb Ibrahim 

(Continued on page 7) 


Syria accuses Israel of adopting 
obstinate position against peace 


DAMASCUS ‘ (Agencies) 
— Syrian Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Zoubi on Mon- 
day slammed his Israeli 
counterpart Benyamin 
Netanyahu, accusing him 
of adopting an obstinate 
position regarding peace 
with Syria. 

Addressing a meeting of 
the Syrian-Lebanese coor- 
dination and follow-up 
committee, Mr. Zoubi 
called for Arab solidarity to 
counter Mr. Netanyahu's 
refusal to swap occupied 
Arab lands for peace. 

“There is no other option 
but for Israel's uncondition- 
al withdrawal from the 
Golan and South 
Lebanon.” an official quot- 
ed the Syrian premier as 
saying. 

Syria was angered by 
remarks made by Mr. 
Netanyahu in an interview 
pubished by the French 
daily Le Figaro on Saturday 
in which he vowed never to 
give up the Golan Heights 
to Syria. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who last 
week signed a long-delayed 
deal on the West Bank town 
of Hebron, told the paper 


that Israel and Syria were 
inching towards talks. 

But he ruled out any 
negotiation on ending the 
occupation of East 
Jerusalem or the Golan. 

Hopes of a resumption of 
Syriun-lsraeli peace calks, 
suspended about a year 
ago. were revived last week 
after the signing of the deal 
to turn over SO per cent of 
Hebron to Palestinian self- 
rule. 

The Syrian-Lebanese 
committee, co-chaired by 
Mr. Zoubi and his 
Lebanese counterpart Rafik 
Al Hariri, also stressed that 
peace talks between Israel 
and Lebanon should be 
linked with peace talks 
between Israel and Syria. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Mon- 
day, following the han- 
dover of Hebron to the 
Palestinians, that he hopes 
to resume peace talks with 
Syria within weeks after a 
year-long suspension. 

“We are ready ro resume 
negotiations in the coming 
weeks, but it all depends on 
Syria because we cannot 
force them to hold talks." 
the prime minister said on 


army radio. 

He said the Golan would 
figure on the agenda. The 
two sides can submit "their 
demands, notably oil the 
Golan Heights, even if they 
are contradictory.” said Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

The Israeli leader denied 
ruling out any discussion of 
the Golan, which the Jew- 
ish state seized from Syria 
in the 1967 Middle East 
war, but said his position 
was unchanged. 

“I refuse to speak of a 
withdrawal on or from the 
Golan Heights. I have no 
reason to soften my stand 
when Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad has not 
done so.” he said. 

The Israeli -Syrian peace 
talks, sponsored by the 
United States, have been 
suspended since February 
1996, at the start of a wave 
of suicide bombings in 
Israel by Palestinian mili- 
tants. 

"We will find the means 
to resume negotiations with 
Syria and I think that as 
soon as President Bill Clin- 

( Continued on page 7) 
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Hundreds of 
overeating 
cases treated 
in Bahrain 


MANAMA (.AFP) — 
Bahraini hospitals and 
clinics are treating hun- 
dreds of people daily for 
overeating between fasts 
during the Holy Month 
of Ramadan, a newspa- 
per reported Monday. 

About 20 per cent of 
the 600 patients visiting 
Sulnianiva hospital's 
emergency department 
daily arc suffering from 
diarrhoea. vomiting, 
stomach pain and other 
complications from 
overeating, doctors told 
the Gulf Daily News. 

Muslims must abstain 
from drink, food, tobac- 
co and sex from daw n to 
dusk, during the month 
of Ramadan and doctors 
urged people to eat in 
small quantities at fre- 
quent intervals during 
the night rather than 
gorge on big meals. 

“it is also recommend- 
ed to take the last meal 
during the early hours of 
the day. just before the 
Ramadan fast.” Doctor 
Mohammad Amin Al 
Awadi. chairman of the 
SaJlmaniya hospital's 
emergency department, 
told the paper. 

"The main problem is- 
the intake of too much 
food, causing indiges- 
tion. This is mainly due 
to people swallowing 
their food without chew- 
ing it properly.” he said. 

“Mv advice to such 
people is to ear slowly, 
chew properly and take 
food in small quantities. 
It should be supplement- 
ed by a lot of fluids.” he 
said.’ 

He advised people suf- 
fering from peptic ulcers 
and other gastric prob- 
lems to avoid eating 
spicy food on empty- 
stomachs and said peo- 
ple suffering from renal 
problems and diabetes 
should drink lots of flu- 
ids. 

Food should also be 
cooked in moderate 
quantities to avoid waste, 
w hieh was common 
problem during 

Ramadan, which started 
<>n Jan. 10. he added. 
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Iraq says no U.S. 
domination of trade 
after sanctions lifted 


IRAN-TAJIK TIES: Iranian President Hashemi Rafsanjani (right) on Monday chats 
with Tajik Foreign Minister TaLbok Nazarov in Tehran. U.N.-sponsored talks between 
the Tajik government and the Islamic opposition ended in Tehran on Sunday with lit- 
tle tangible results. Mr. Rafsanjani has said that Iran wished to take a larger role in 
the reconstruction of Tajikistan, where Tehran backs the Islamic opposition and Rus- 
sia backs the government (AFP photo) 


Jordan awaits Lebanese reply 
on Jordanian arrested in Beirut 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has not yet received an 
answer from Lebanese 
authorities ofKThe where- 
abouts of a Jordanian 
national who was reportedly 
arrested on Jan. 3. Informa- 
tion Minister Maruan 
Mulls her said Monday. 

Dr. Muasher. who was 
addressing a weekly press 
briefing, was answering a 
question on reports from 
Beirut that Darrar Al Karmi. 
a Jordanian national who 
works as financial director 
of the Marriott Hotel in the 
Lebanese capital, was being 
detained in connection with 
recent anti-Syrian attacks. 

“We have sent formal 
requests to the Lebanese 
government to inform us 
about the whereabouts' of 
the missing Jordanian, said 
Dr. Muasher. “We have not 
yet received any reply.” he 
said. 

Other sources said "infor- 
mal" information available 
to the government indicated 
that Mr. Karmi. 39, was not 
under Lebanese police cus- 
tody and that the prosecutor- 
general of Lebanon had said 
he had no information on 
the issue. 

"It means that the man 
could be held by Syrian 
intelligence authorities who 


hold sway over Lebanon.” 
commented one source. 

Syria is the main power 
broker in Lebanon, where it 
maintains a force of 35.000 
soldiers and intelligence 
agents, and has a treaty 
enabling it to detain suspects 
in Lebanon for questioning. 

Mr. Karmi. who served at 
the Amman Marriott Hotel 
before being assigned to 
Beirut some IS months ago. 
was taken away on Jan. 2 by 
three men front the Syrian 
intelligence services, 
according to reports from 
Beirut. 

“Mr. Karmi was taken on 
Jan. 2 in full daylight in 
front of everyone." a' hotel 
director said, but declined to 
give any other details. 

However, his wife and Jor- 
danian officials said Mr. 
Karmi. a father of four, dis- 
appeared on Jan. 3. 

Lebanese Public Prosecu- 
tor Adnan Addum said on 
Saturday he had “no infor- 
mation" on the case and had 
not issued any arcest war- 
rant. 

Dr. Muasher said the Jor- 
danian Foreign Ministry was 
“contacted by members of 
Mr. Kamii's "family seeking 
help in locating Mr. Karmi 
who went missing on Jan. 3 
in Beirut." 

No reason was provided 
by those who arrested Mr. 
Karmi. but reports said the 


detention could be linked to 
a spate of anti-Syrian attacks 
in Lebanon. The attacks sent 
Syrian security agents on a 
frenzy of arrests of 
Lebanese as well as non- 
Lebanese Arabs but mainly 
Christian. Many of the 
detainees have since been 
released, but several remain 
in custody. 

Thirteen people were 
killed and another 40 were 
injured in the New Year’s 
Eve bombing of a bus in the 
centre of Damascus. Earlier 
last month, a Syrian bus was 
ambushed north of Beirut 
and the driver shot dead.But 
Mr. Karmi 's wife Sumaya 
told AFP in Beirut on Sun- 
day that her husband never 
got involved in politics. 

“All that I know is what 
I’ve been told at the hotel, 
that on Jan. - 3 three intelli- 
gence agents arrived in a 
grey Range Rover and took 
my husband without saving 
anything,” she said. 

“My husband is not mixed 
up in politics. His life is 
between his office and 
home,” she added. 

Mr. Karmi, originally from 
Tulkarem in the West Bank, 
has worked for the U.S. 
hotel chain for 14 years. 

The Marriott company, 
which reopened its Beirut 
hotel about one year ago. 
has engaged two lawyers on 
the case. 


PARIS (Agencies) — Iraq 
would not let the United 
States dominate its trade 
relations after it is released 
from international sanc- 
tions, Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz said. 

Mr. Aziz, asked about his 
meetings with French com- 
pany bosses during a four- 
day visit to Paris, told the 
newspaper Le Figaro: 
“They were our partners for 
20 years. They want to 
become that again. 

“It’s the same thing in 
Italy. Their attitude proves 
to the Americans that Iraq 
is not isolated,” Mr. Aziz 
said. 

Asked about concern 
among French industrialists 
that they will be edged out 
by American firms if Wash- 
ington agreed to lift an 
international economic 
embargo imposed in 1990, 
Mr. Aziz answered: “But 
it’s up to the whole (U.N.) 
Security Council to lift the 
sanctions. Not just the 
United States. 

“Besides, if we are ready 
to deal with Washington, 
we refuse to put all our 
eggs in the American bas- 
ket” . 

During his visit Mr. Aziz 
praised Paris for breaking 
ranks with the .United 
Stales and Britain in polic- 
ing a no-fly zone in north- 
ern Iraq. 

France was Iraq’s main 
western arms supplier 
before Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in 1990. Baghdad owes 
Paris more than S5 billion 
and the French are keen to 
restore economic ties once 
the embargo is lifted. 

Washington and Laondon 
are reluctant to accept any 
major easing of the embar- 
go as long as President Sad- 
dam Hussein remains in 
power. 

The German daily Frank- 
furter AJIgemeine Zeitung 
reported in its Monday edi- 
tion. Iraq still possesses 
biological weapons hidden 
in the desert. 

The United Nations Spe- 
cial Committee responsible 
for enforcing the provisions 
of Iraq’s disarmament 
(UNSCOM) has informa- 
tion indicating that Bagh- 
dad still has underground 
depots in the desen storing 
quantities of aflatoxin, a 
toxic substance capable of 


causing liver cancer, the 
newspaper said citing intel- 
ligence sources. 

According to previous 
UNSCOM estimates, Iraq 
produced 2,200 litres of 
aflatoxin and used up 1,580 
litres in bombs and o flier 
weapons. New evidence 
suggested however that 
Iraqi production of aflatox- 
in had in fact been substan- 
tially higher, the newspaper 
said. 

The Frankfurter Allge- 
meine Zeitung did not indi- 
cate which intelligence 
sources had provided the 
information. 

Aflatoxin was produced 
from May 1988 onwards at 
Al Salman and the follow- 
ing year production was 
moved to Fudalijah, the 
daily reported. At the end 
of the 1990-91 Gulf War 
Iraq possessed 16 bombs of 
the R-400 type loaded with 
the substance, it said. 

President Saddam had 
ordered trials of the toxin to 
be carried out on donkeys, 
monkeys, sheep and around 
20 opponents of the regime, 
the daily said. 


Iraqi call on Turkey 


Iraq on Monday urged 
Turkey to break free from 
the U.S.-British grip in 
order to maintain normal 
relations with its neigh- 
bours and correct its “con- 
tradictory” foreign policy. 

“Ankara must be aware 
that the United States will 
pursue their policy aimed at 
making Turkey, a neigh- 
bouring Muslim country, a 
Western military base.” the 
official Al Thawra newspa- 
per said. 

’Turkish policy towards 
its neighbours is contradic- 
tory because of the U.S. 
American-British grip and 
Ankara is urged to correct 
its foreign policy," the daily 
added. 

Baghdad last month 
denounced a Turkish par- 
liamentary decision to 
extend the mission of allied 
forces based in Turkey who 
enforce a no-fly zone over 
northern Iraq. 

France withdrew from the 
mission last December, 
leaving only U.S. and 
British planes to continue 
air patrols. 


Egypt’s top belly-dancer faces criminal lawsuit from former Filipina maids, could go to jail 


CAIRO t AFP i — Eg>pi\ 
most famous belli -dancer 
feces up to two years in jail 
il her former Filipina maids 
win a lawsuit charging her 
with making false accusa- 
tions against them, their 
lawyer said on Monday. 

Egyptian lawyer Adel 
Amin said he tiled a lawsuit 
last month against Fifi 
Abdu. legally known as 
Aliy at Ibrahim, and her 
Palestinian husband Abdul 


Hamid Al Badrawi. 

Alnlu. one ol Egypt's 
richest people. Iasi year 
accused Aiulia Baristto. 
Zosina Sidano and Mari- 
anne Mnndiudi of stealing 
money and jewellery from 
her. but they were later 
acquitted. 

“A criminal court in 
Cairo is expected to hear 
the ease on March 27. It is a 
criminal ease against Fit! 
Abdu and her husband 


liaWe :«! a two-year jail sen- 
tence.' Amin toid AFP. 

Making "false accusa- 
tions" is a crime under 
Egyptian law. 

“If they win the case they 
can specify the amount of 
compensation they want." 
Amin added. 

Philippines Consul and 
Charge d" Affaires Grace 
Escalante told AFP that 
Amin had agreed to take the 
case on a contingency 


basis. 

“I don't know’ how- much 
compensation they are ask- 
ing for but I know it is a 
substantial amount." she 
said. 

In March, Abdu accused 
the maids of running off 
w ith 1 50.000 egyprian 

pounds ($45,000 J in cash 
and jewellery valued at 
350,000 pounds 

(S100.000j. 

Three months later a 


Cairo court sentenced them 
in absentia to one year in 
prison for theft but they 
were finally acquitted in 
October. 

The housemaids, who 
sought refuge at the Philip- 
pines embassy throughout 
the time of the court action, 
had denied the charges and 
in turn accused Abdu of 
abusing them and withhold- 
ing their monthly salaries. 

Abdu, who officially puts 


her age at 45, is considered 
Egypt’s top taxpayer. 

The Arab weekly Al 
Wasat reported in Novem- 
ber that Egypt’s 12 most 
famous belly-dancers, 
including Abdu, pay annu- 
ally the equivalent of $264 
million in taxes, which it 
said represents Egypt’s fifth 
major source of income 
after Suez Canal receipts, 
tourism, oil and cotton. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwait: Cellular phones can damage health 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A Kuwaiti doctor on Monday 
warned rhar rellnlar telephones can cause headaches, 
memory loss and chronic ear inflammation. “I advise 
against using cellular phones except in emergency cases 
and not more than 30 minutes at one time,” said Doctor 
Hussein AJ Jazzaf. assistant director at the Hussein Mekki 
Al Jomaa Cancer Centre here. Cellular telephones emit 
microwaves which "affect the nervous system, cause 
headaches, memory loss and irregular sleep, and clonic 
inflammation of the tar,” the doctor told the official 
Kuwaiti News Ageqcy (KUNA). Cellular phones are sus- 
pected of causing ckher complaints, although evidence is 
still lacking, he saiil The microwaves might “affect the 
heart circulation of the blood, fertility, cause genetic 
changes, birth defects, and could eventually lead to can- 
cer,” the doctor added. Cellular phones are widely used in 
the Gulf countries. 1 


Rebel Kurds kill two Itorkish troops 


ANKARA (AFP) — Separatist Kurdish rebels killed two 
Turkish troops in an armed attack on military targets in a 
southeastern town, the Anatolia news agency reported on 
Monday. It said the rebels from the Kurdistan Labour Patty 
(PKK) opened fire in the incident late Sunday at several 
military facilities in Savur township near the Syrian bor- 
der, killing the two troops. The rebels later fled. This was 
the first fetal attack on Turkish military targets in the trou- 
bled southeast for more than two months. More than 
23,000 people, including rebels, members of the security 
forces and civilians, have been killed in violence in the 
region since 1984 when the PKK launched its armed cam - 1 
paign for a Kurdish homeland. I 


Iran detains 4 fishermen from UAE 


DUBAI (AFP) — Armed Iranian officials aboard ships i 
detained four fishermen from the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and held them for three days in prison, a newspa- 
per said here Monday. A fishermen and his three Indian 
colleagues were intercepted by two Iranian ships while in 
international waters around 50 kilometres from the UAE 
coast Al Khaleej said. The four were held in a prison in the 
city of Bandar-e-Lengeb on the southwest coast of Iran, 
die paper said. The fisherman Abdallah Mosbeh told the 
newspaper he was interrogated several times before being 
allowed to return Sunday to the UAE port of Ras Al 
Khaim ah aboard his boat with his three colleagues. Iran 
and the UAE are locked in a dispute over the strategic Gulf 
islands of Abu Musa, Lesser Tunb and Greater Tunb. Iran 
took control in 1971 of Lesser and Greater Tunb, claimed 
by the emirate of Ras Al Khaimah. In 1992, Abu Dhabi 
accused Tehran of a de facto annexation of Abu Musa, 
which Iran had administered jointly with the emirate of 
Shaijah. 


Israeli arms to be showcased in Philippines 


MANILA (AFP) — Munitions and aviation firms from 
Israel, India, the United States, Britain and China are to be 
among companies from several countries showcasing their 
products at a Philippines defence fair here next month, 
organisers said Monday. The February 12-15 exhibit will 
also feature companies from France, South Africa, Aus- 
tralia and Italy, the organisers said. The defence industry is 
angling for contracts with die Philippines military which t 
is embarking on an ambitious modernisation programme, i 
A listing of exhibition booths showed that U.S., Israeli, 
British, firms and government-supported agencies were 
taking the largest spaces. Among the American firms par- 
ticipating were Boeing, Lockheed Martin and McDonnell 
Douglas, Israeli firms, Rafael and Elbit and British firms 
including British Aerospace and Vosper Thomycroft. Also 
taking part were Indian firms Including Bharat Electronics 
Ltd. In die past India has not been active in marketing its 
defence equipment to the Philippines. 


Cellular plumes banned during Egyptian exams 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt's Education Ministry has banned 
the use of cellular phones during mid-term exams to pre- 
vent cheating, the government daily AJ Gotnhouriya news- 
paper reported on Monday. “Students caught with a 
portable phone will see their exam results annulled ... 
because it can be used in cheating like calculators,” 
Mohammad Khalil, an undersecretary at the education 
ministry, told the newspaper. The ministry also banned the 
use of portable phones inside classrooms during the nor- 
mal school year. Mobile phones have flooded the' Egyptian 
market since they were introduced here in November to 
coincide with the third Middle East and North Africa eco- 
nomic conference. The people’s assembly has also banned 
deputies from carrying cellular phones to parliamentary 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
13:115 Min Alkali Al-Moham- 
, madi 

13:30 ..Caniviii iCapain Planet i 
14:00 French Programme — 
Sciences Curioed 

14:30 Cyclone Traci 

15:00 Fealure Film — “Inspec- 
tor General" 

16:50 ...Call torPraveranJUtar 

17:30 You Bel Your Life 

18:00 Serie — La Lumien.* Des 
Jusies 

18:15 Magazine — Extra Large 

19:30 News Headlines 

I(h35 Murphj Brown 

20:00 Oriental Rugs 

20 JO Encounter 

21:10 Lost Civilisations i Docu- 
mentary') 

22:00 ..News in Enjglish 

22:25 Mam in a Changing 
World 

23:00 Snowy River 

23:50 Mini Series — "Raja: of 
Ancel" l pi. 1 1 

01:05 ......Ramadan Talks 
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PRAYER TIMES 


! 05:10 

1 0631 

(Sunrise i Duha 

j H:47 


| 14:39 


■ 17:0* ... 

Maehreb 

j 18:24 



Assemblies of God Church 
Tet. ft 327S5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the .Annunciation 
Tel. *37440. 

Dc la Salic Church Tel. 
061757. 

Terra Sanetn Church Tel. 
ft2236h 

Anglican Church Tel. *52826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. b52526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 82432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nuzarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. SI 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Friday.Thunder rain is expected 
to fall over kliflerem parts of the 
Kingdom with temperatures 
Ja’pping significantly and 
uinds becoming northwesterly 
active. Snow is expected to fell 
on Thursday and Friday o\er 
heights that are 1000 metres 
ahoxe seas lux el. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

Amman _ .03/10 

Aqaha 08/19 

Deserts Ol/Il 

Jordan Valley -..0S/IS 

Yesterday s high temperatures: 
Amman 13. .Aqaba 19 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 50 per- 
cent. Aqaba 45 percent 


! CHURCHES 

j Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
l Sweifieh. Tel. SI 0740 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by Vie 
Ocparmienr of Afcteinvlogy 
A cold air mass will afieef the 
Kingdom todav and Iasi until 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Ousttoa AJ Hussaini S472S9 
Dr. Hanna Mansour — 750197 

Dr. AfifShukri ,-.898863 

Dr. Khalil Ramadan .774397 

Fertkras pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy .-.637055 
Al Salam pharmacy .....636730 
Yacoub pharmacy — .644945 
Shmdsani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 

Najib pharmaev — 847632 

IRB1D: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu — 281484 


Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. RatebAtaDah 994424 

Kbalifeh pharmacy 98541 7 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...637 1 ] I 

Ci>H Defence Dept 661 III 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue -630341 

Gvfl Defence Emergency .. 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 6211 II. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank — 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police - 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints >.605800 

Price Complaints _661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints .897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 1 21 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparts 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan ^.774 1 1 1 

Water Authority — 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 


RJ Flight Information 

0853200 

Queen Alia IntL .Airport 08- 
53200 


Greek Catholic Hospital 

— (02)272275 

D>n Al Nafees Hospital 

- - (02)247100 


09-30 

12:00 

18:55 


Aqaba (RW) 

Aqaba (RW) 

Tel Aviv (RW) 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

KhaBdi Matemity~..64428 1/6 

AkOefa Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani —60707 1 
Shmeisam Hospital ....669131 
University Hospital . — 845S45 
AWVfuasber Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 \ 26/37 

Al-Ahfi, Abdali .664164/6 

Italian, AI-Mubqjreen 777 1 01/3 
Al-Bashir,.......,..«— 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marita —891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital — 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery — 865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Gort. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

{09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital .(09)986732 
Al Hflmna Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 ....Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 — -..-Damascus (RJ) 

09:25 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 .Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 - -Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:30 ..Jakarta, Abu Dhabi 
(add) (RJ) 

tf** 30 Jeddah (RJ) 

15:00 i Jeddah (RJ) 

1630 ....Cairo (RJ) 

17:15 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
17:25 —.London. Frankfurt (RJ j 
18:00 — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

<**0 London (KJ) 

0735..Damascus, London (BA) 

08i30 Cairo (MS) 

15:00 .Kiev (6U) 

15;i15 Munich (YP) 

17:40 ..Rome (AZ) 

19:15 Dubai (EK) 

22 »Q Tel Aviv (LY) 

00*0 --Beirut, Amsterdam (KLl 

01:00 -..L., Adermvi 

01:55 — Bucharest (RO) 

07:45 » — Beirut (ME) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:00 — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

08 JO Amsterdam, New York (RJj 

10tfK) Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

I0 =20 Abu Dhabi, Jakarta (add) 
(Rtf 

U-*05 Amsterdam. Montreal, 
Toronto (RJ) 

11:15 -Brussels, Paris (RJj 

11:15 Vienna, Frankfurt iRJ) 

l^iOO Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

j?}? -London (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

-Jeddah iadd)(Rjj 

— Jeddah (Rj) 

S-M '•^ u I Dhabi * (W) 

4Z.UW Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 
Other Fl ight* 


London (KJ) 

- CamXMS) 

SS-— ---Kiev (6LT) 

lfc 3 Q Munich fYP) 

JrJl— Rome (AZ) 

W-15 —..Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

a2!-“ —BetaUME 

S2 -~Tel Aviv ,LY) 

-A'nseniamCKL) 

OfcS •---Aden fl Y) 

W-50 Aqaba (RW) 


17:15 -Tel Aviv (RW) 

2 ® s2fl — -Aqaba (RW) 

HU AZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 a.m every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 am 
fivery Sunday 

Att. Amman 5:00 pan. everv 
Sunday 

Market pnjiryg 

Upper/lawer price in fils per kg. 

£gPj e 700/500 

Banan a- -...550/550 1 

Danana (imported) ,900/700 j 

Cabbage. 50/40 

C*™ 200/140 

Cauliflower. ...370/100 

Cucumber (large) 150/100 

Cucumber (small) 280/200 

EggplanL 13Q/80 

Fava beans .950/700 

- 115W950 

Grape fruit 1SO/90 

Lemon 360/250 

^ arrow oargej:::::: kxyso 

Mjrow (small) 160/150 

r™ on (»reen) 180/90 

Omon (dry) 190/100 

rfS 6 .550/400 

™ - 950/700 

Pepper (hot) =....350/150 

*’P pcr ( sw e«) — 300/180 

- -360/150 

13Q/100 

5 P,nach - ..300/120 

jmng beans 600/400 

Stnng beans 600/400 

Tomatt > - -.170/100 


\ T i iousc of Pariis 

Ssjrq 

L ‘ jcssurn s^amsa * 
.VI urued ihtf coVi.Tr 
j^vivnJ i 

* n„. .moment, cam. 
lh J Jordan News Ag 
E rJ described this 
\ , ,s constituting; i 
ihreai to Sud 
im-tv.gn.v and i«n 

"TO stated that 
w ; is telt as 
j, reeled against the 

S ?;£ l ower lions 

p H 1 1 anient has exan 
circumstances 
jouinliiig iho siiuatic 
Sudan as well u* dal 
re-ul ti Hr ,rom th,s ll£ * 
^cieHsion." the state 

<.!lri , , 

-I he Lower Hoilsi 

P.h 1 1 ainetit condemns 
,ccievMort which is 


\\1M.\N (J.T.l — * Mil 
,.| Health A ref Bat; 
\(,inJa\ announced th: 
eeicmineni is comni 

supporting Al Amal 
lV r * 'em re. 

He explained (hat the 
u L - vv ill be offering its 
vuvs at national 
rci!ii<ii:il levels. 

in a ceremony he l 
honour ministry staf 
riVt-L’ m non of the 
Lsiix’ s support for the 
ire. Ur Rutaineh esille 
iIk* povemmeni to set ; 
.iniiii.il all neat ions in it: 
l.iI budget to help fin 
■•pei. limns as services 
be * 'tiered free of chnrj 
nnlicem patients. 

lie '■aid that his min 
ui'ii Id ensure coniii 
icJuncal assistance w 
be -i .*1 its capabilitie 
well a.s qualified sial 
enable the centre to pi 
n s humanitarian missic 
I lie General. I inioi 
V'hmiary Soci 

ii.l VS) speurhe 
rti.vts for the centre’s 
jii. ' it and organised the 
emony to mark the o\ 
iiniial debut, 
til vs Executive P 
deal Abdullah Khatib, 
is also rapponeur of 


* Play (in .Arabic) «n! 
at the Royal Cultural C 


Pcrtormani 
emorate al tin 
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House issues statement condemning 
aggression against Sudan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
Monday issued a statement 
condemning continuing 
aggression against Sudan 
and urged the government 
to extend assistance to the 
Sudanese people. 

The statement, carried by 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, described this con- 
flict as constituting a fla- 
grant threat to Sudanese 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. 

It also stated that this 
threat was felt as one 
directed against the Arab 
i Nation. 

“The Lower House of 
! parliament has examined 
! the circumstances sur- 
i rounding the situation in 
j Sudan as well as dangers 
| resulting from this flagrant 
: aggression,” the statement 
! said. 

“The Lower House of 
Parliament condemns this 
aggression which is sup- 


ported by foreign forces 
and considers it as an offen-. 
sive against -Sudanese 
unity, security and stability 
and introduces the possibil- 
ity of further aggression on 
other Arab countries,” the 
statement continued 
“The House appeals to 
the Arab Nation to stand by 
Sudan in this battle and 
urges the Arab League to 
enforce the Arab Defence 
Pact and broach the topic 
of this assault at various 
international forums in 
order to canvass support for 
Sudan,” it stated. 

Under the terms of the 
Arab Defence Pact, a joint 
defence council was imple- 
mented to supervise imple- 
mentation of those aspects 
of the pact concerned with 
common defence. It is com- 
posed of foreign and 
defence ministers of Arab 
League member states 
Yesterday’s House state r 
ment called on Sudanese 


opposition groups to tran- 
scend their differences with 
the government and stand 
with the people in fighting 
this hostility. 

"We demand that the gov- 
ernment translate its nation- 
al stand vis-a-vis this 
aggression into action and 
provide assistance to the 
Sudanese people. We also 
call on the government to 
seek aid from the Arab 
League, the United Nations 
and other friendly nations.” 

Sunday, the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) had 
urged the House to issue a 
statement. Deputy Hamzeh 
Mansour had then main- 
tained that it was incum- 
bent on the House to dis- 
patch aid to the Sudanese 
people. 

In his call to Parliament 
Sunday Mr. Mansour 
appealed to Arab and Mus- 
lim nations to rally behind 
Sudan in the face of exter- 
nal threats. 


Minister of health addresses A1 Amal ceremony 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Health Aref Bataineh 
Monday announced that the 
government is committed 
to supporting A1 Amal Can- 
cer Centre. 

He explained that the cen- 
tre will be offering its ser- 
vices at national and 
regional levels. 

In a ceremony held to 
honour ministry staff in 
recognition of the min- 
istry's support for the cen- 
tre, Dn Bataineh called on 
the government to set aside 
jinniial allocations in its fis- 
cal budget to help finance 
operations as services will 
be offered free of charge to 
indigent patients. 

He said that his ministry 
would ensure continued 
technical assistance to the 
best of its capabilities as 
well as qualified staff to 
enable the centre to pursue 
its humanitarian mission. 
iThe-a General Union of 
Voluntary Societies 

(GUVS) spearheaded 
efforts fcHr'the cebtre’s cr^ 
ation and organised the cer- 
emony to mark the opera- 
tional debut. 

GUVS Executive Presi- 
dent Abdullah Khatib, who 
is also rapporteur of the 


centre’s national task force, 
maintained that it was 
through the assistance of 
the Ministry of Health that 
the centre had been estab- 
lished after 13 years of con- 
tinual efforts. 

Dr. Khatib also said that, 
upon the recommendations 
of the Ministry of Health, 
the previous government 
adopted measures to pro- 
vide funds by imposing sur- 
charges on cigarettes, alco- 
hol and other noxious sub- 
stances. 

He said that the task force 
hopes that funds will be 
forthcoming through vari- 
ous means, an example of 
which is an insurance plan 
stipulating an annual JD 10 
payment. 

Dr. Khatib commended 
the Ministry of Health for 
seconding a number of spe- 
cialists to work at the centre 
and noted that the centre is 
maintaining close coopera.- , 
tion . with.. Jordanian! 
universities and the Royal 
-Medical' Services Kr of-' the • 
Jordan Armed Forces m 
methods such as transfer- 
ring cancer patients to the 
centre and exchanging 
expertise with the centre’s 
staff. 


Dr. Khatib presented Dr 
Bataineh with the centre's 
golden key -and a citation 
expressing gratitude to the 
Ministry of Health, noting 
that the centre will be offer- 
ing its services to cancer 
patients from throughout 
the region. 

The centre Sunday 
announced the partial open- 
ing of certain diagnostic 
and surgical units and 
announced that the centre 
has worked out an execu- 
tive programme which 
includes a campaign to 
raise funds to cover the cost 
of cancer treatment. 

It also stated that 3,000 to 
4,000 new cases of cancer 
are diagnosed in the King- 
dom every year. 

Under its fund-raising 
plans the centre is expected 
to raise an annual JD10 mil- 
lion, Dr. Khatib main- 
tained. 

[ Dri Badtiiieb and his staff 
toured the centre and the 
: onty>ati&nt ctihic and were 
briefed on their functions. 

Minster of Agriculture 
Mustafa Shneikat and 
GUVS board members 
were present at the ceremo- 
ny. 






WHAT’S GOING ON 



Srour discusses parliamentary 
mandate, upcoming elections 


AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of Par- 
liament Sa'd Srour Monday stated that an extension of the 
mandate of the current Parliament, which ends in March, is 
the sole prerogative of His Majesty King Hussein. 

The present mandate of the House runs until March 19 
and elections are normally held in October or November 
every four years. 

He said that he did not expect an extraordinary session in 
the summer but he did note that such a session could be 
convened if a majority of deputies submitted a formal 
request to the King. 

Mr. Srour affirmed his support for holding the next par- 
liamentary elections on schedule, however, he maintained 
that should circumstances prevent the scheduled elections, 
the mandate could be extended. 

He said that Parliament was anticipating a draft elections 
law, in place of the 1993 Elections Law. for debate and sub- 
sequent endorsement before the 1997 elections so that these 
elections might be executed under the auspices of the new 
law. 

The 1993 Elections Law introduced the one-person, one- 
vote system. 

Mr. Srour added that, in the absence of a government 
draft law, the House will have no alternative but to debate 
amendments to the 1993 Elections Law. 

Should the government fail to submit a new draft law in 
the next two months, the, 1997 elections are bound to be 
held under the 1993 law with some amendments or held 
under a temporary law under the government's discretion. 


JPA to honour-veteran journalists 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) board Monday 
announced a decision to 
honour 52 veteran journal- 
ists who have spent the past 
25 years in the profession 
or worked as jouroalists 
since the creation of the 
association in 1953. 

JPA President Saif Sharif 
stated that these journalists 


have been pioneers in the 
history of journalism in the 
Kingdom and have greatly 
contributed to the country. 

An honouring ceremony 
will be held at an iftar ban- 
quet which the board will 
hold for the JPA general 
assembly on Jan. 30 at the 
King Hussein Youth Centre 
in Amman, be said. 


Weather forecast calls for continued cold 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Rain 
and possibly snow will fall 
throughout the Kingdom 
starting Wednesday evening 
and lasting until Friday, the 
Department of Meteorology 
announced yesterday. 

A department spokesman 
stated that Wednesday a 
cold air mass, moving to the 
eastern Mediterranean from 
Northern Europe, will 
arrive bringing thunder- 
storms and hail to most 
regions ■ of ■ the Kingdom 


with a parallel drop in tem- 
perature. 

He said that snow will fall 
on those highlands which 
rise 1,000 metres above sea 
level, notably in southern 
Jordan, while temperatures 
will drop to eight degrees 
and six degrees centigrade 
on Thursday and Friday 
during the day and will not 
exceed three degrees at 
nighr. 

This figure is a drop from 
12 degrees on Tuesday...,. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Man killed, 4 injured in accident 

AQABA (Petra) — A man was killed and four injured in an 
accident which took place late Sunday evening in Aqaba. 
The accident was blamed on high velocity and the injured 
were admitted to Princess Haya Bint A1 Hussein Military 
Hospital. 

Legal committee to convene 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament legal 
committee will convene on Wednesday under the chairman- 
ship of Dqjuty Ibrahim Zeid Kilani. 

Citizens requested to license fire arms 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Interior Awad Khleifat 
Monday requested that all citizens license their fire arms in 
accordance with new regulations adopted by the ministry. 


6 Door-to-door transport system 
in effect and running smoothly’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Anew Jordan- 
ian-Israeli agreement on 
overland transport of goods 
between the two countries 
took effect on Jan. 1 and is 
working well, the Israeli 
embassy said Monday. 

Shalom Touregman, the 
embassy spokesman, 
rejected local repons which 
suggested the agreement, 
which replaces a back-to- 
back arrangement with a 
door-to-door system, was 
not being implemented 
because of new Israeli- 
imposed conditions. 

Jordanian officials also 
agreed that there' was no 
problem in transporting 
Jordanian products to desti- 
nations within Israel, but 
that Jordan and Israel had 
yet to agree on the same 
type of arrangement for 
Jordanian exports to the 
Palestinian territories. 

Any Jordanian exporter 
who wants to send goods 
directly to Israel can do so 
without having to go 
through Israeli security 
inspections at the crossing 
points between the two 
countries, Mr. Touregman 
told the Jordan Times. 

“Contrary to reports, the 
last meeting of the joint 
(transport) committee, held 
in late December, was very 
successful and it was 
agreed during the meeting 
that the back-to-back 
arrangement was replaced 
by the door-to-door 
arrangement,” said Mr. 
Touregman. 

Under the back-to-back 
arrangement, all Jordanian 
goods destined for Israel 
had to be unloaded at the 
Jordanian side of the cross- 
ing point for Israeli security 
inspections, then reloaded 
onto Israeli vehicles on the 
other side. This had sparked 


complaints from exponers 
because of the time-con- 
suming procedures and 
expensive delays involved. 

The door-to-door system 
provides for Jordanian 
goods destined for Israel to 
be loaded at three srations 
in Jordan after Jordanian 
security inspections. Infor- 
mation Minister Marwan 
Muasher explained during a 
press briefing on Monday. 

The vehicles will be 
sealed and escorted to the 
crossing points to preempt 
any tampering and then 
allowed to cross into Israel 
without any Israeli security 
inspection, said the minis- 
ter. 

The vehicles could pro- 
ceed directly to their desti- 
nations for unloading, he 
added. 

Mr. Touregman said that 
the drivers of the vehicles 
could come back on the 
same day but should report 
to the nearest Israeli police 
station if they wanted to 
stay overnight. 

“They could bring back 
goods from Israel to Jor- 
dan," he added. The only 
condition, he said, is “Jor- 
danian vehicles cannot go 
empty to Israel to ferry 
goods from Israel to Jor- 
dan." 

That condition, he 
explained, stemmed from 
complaints by Israeli trans- 
port operators that Jordan- 
ian drivers and vehicles, 
which could offer highly 
competitive rates, would 
deprive Israelis of business. 

While the door-to-door 
system has facilitated the 
movement of goods 
between Jordan and Israel, 
problems remain in the 
transport of Jordanian 
expons to the Palestinian 
territories. 

“Israel has not extended 
the door-to-door system to 
Jordanian expons to the 


West Bank and Gaza except 
for cement." an official 
explained. "So all Jordan- 
ian goods destined for the 
Palestinian market have to 
be unloaded at the crossing 
points with Israel and 
reloaded onto Israeli vehi- 
cles on the other side." 

“Effectively, the back-to- 
back arrangement remains 
in force when it comes to 
goods for the Palestinians 
passing through Israel i- 
controlled territory,” said 
the official. 

Under the agreement 
reached last month. Israel 
agreed to only Jordanian 
truck loads with cement to 
enter Israeli-controlled ter- 
ritory and proceed to the 
Palestinian territories with- 
out the unloading and 
reloading requirement at 
the crossing point. 

The transport of oil is also 
covered under the door-to- 
door system but Wdan is 
not sending any oil to the 
Palestinians. 

“This is an issue that 
could be discussed at a later 
stage.” commented the offi- 
cial without elaboration. 

All other Jordanian 
exports to the Palestinian 
territories have still to go 
through the unloading and 
reloading arrangement at 
the crossing points. 

But. said the official, Jor- 
dan is pressing Israel to 
include the movement of 
Jordanian products to the 
Palestinians in the door-to- 
door system so that local 
exporters would be spared 
extra costs and time. 

“There is a tacit agree- 
ment that once the door-to- 
door system between Jor- 
dan arid Israel works out 
then it could be broadened 
to cover Jordanian exports 
to the Palestinian territo- 
ries," said the official. 


Water authority initiates data base 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan Water Authority 
(JWA) announced Monday 
that its staff has embarked 
on a nation-wide campaign 
to collect needed informa- 
tion for a data base cover- 
ing homes, companies and 
other property connected to 
the national water and 
sewage systems. 

Director of JWA’s Sub- 
scribers Department Kama! 
Zoubi said that the cam- 
paign, which began with 
the month of Ramadan, is 
expected to be completed in 
one and a half years. 

A total of 25 teams have 
been entrusted with gather- 
ing the necessary informa- 
tion which will pave the 
way for the introduction of 
a new subscription system 
for all owners of real estate 


or homes affected by or 
benefiting -from JWA ser- 
vices, he said. 

Mr. Zoubi said that JWA 
was motivated to carry out 
this project after receiving a 
number of public com- 
plaints about faulty read- 
ings of water meters or 
faulty meters themselves, 
failure in delivering water 
bills to subscribers, collec- 
tion of fees for sewage ser- 
vices from households not 
served by this system, dis- 
continuing water supplies 
to subscribers who had set- 
tled their bills and other 
such problems. 

He said with the introduc- 
tion of the new system 
accurate meter readings and 
bills are more likely to 
reach subscribers at their 
homes. 


So far, authorities have 
delineated 60 per cent of 
the streets and real estate in 
the capital to help the JWA 
with its new project which, 
Mr. Zoubi said, is being 
implemented with German 
technical assistance. 

JWA has already com- 
menced implementation of 
the survey in the Nadeef, 
Zuhour, Ashrafieh, Bader, 
A1 Diraa AJ Akhdar, Jofeh, 
Muhajerien, Zahran, Naser 
and Taj districts of Amman 
and he said that teams of 
officials will be taking 
down names of subscribers, 
the official registration 
numbers of their real estate 
and homes and addresses to 
be fed into the data base. 


Mosques observe Ramadan by offering if tars to those in need 


By Thuya Habjouqa 
and Sacha Baggili 

Special w the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The spirit of 
Ramadan is alive as dif- 
ferent social organisa- 
tions come together to 
minister to the poor dur- 
ing this holy month. 

Aid to the poor and con- 
sideration for those less 


fortunate is presented as a 
crucial aspect of the duty 
of Muslims and is esp& 
daily highlighted during 
Ramadan. 

Mosques in the capital 
are partidpating in a pro- 
gramme to provide iftar 
meals to the poor in their 
respective areas, accord- 
ing to Director of Awqaf 
in Amm an. Abdul Rah- 


man Jarar. 

Donations are collected 
from philanthropists by 
Awqaf agendes through- 
out the year, and subse- 
quently distributed 

amongst the mosques’ 
Im ams , in coordination 
with the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic 
affairs. 

This money is used to 


buy food from local 
restaurants for indigent 
men, women and children 
who are invited for iftar at 
the various mosques. 

Estimates range from 
400 to 500 people who 
receive daily nourishment 
at each mosque during die 
month of Ramadan, Dr. 
Jarar said. 

“We share iftar with 
Muslims from many dif- 
ferent nations, such as 
Sudan and Zimbabwe," 
Um Abdul Rahim ,A1 
Wahsh from the King 
Abdullah Mosque said 
Sunday. 

A visiting delegation 
from Uzbekistan, passing 
through Amman on their 
way to Mecca to perform 
Omra, were guests of the 
King Abdullah Mosque 
Sun3ay. 

Uzbekistan elders took 
their iftar with smiles and 
held the hands of those 
around them and these 
reporters relied on those 
smiles for communication 
as the ladies spoke neither 
English nor Arabic. 

“Many Bosnian 

refugees and ex-Soviet 
Republic students come 
and break their fast at the 
mosques as they are far 
from their families,” 
Omar Habjouqa. a 
mechanical engineer told 


the Jordan Times. 

Other societies are also 
busy at work to ease the 
hardships of the poor dur- 
ing Ramadan such as the 
Social Committee of 
Royal Jordanian (SCRJ) 
and the Amman West 
Rotary Club (AWRC). 

Blankets, clothes and 
foodstuffs were offered to 
villagers throughout the 
Kingdom before the start 
of Ramadan to protect 
against the cold of winter, 
according to Muntoha 
Haddad of the SCRJ. 

“We plan on taking food 
and other items to Jerash 
and its surrounding vil- 
lages before the end of 
Ramadan and we want 
people to realise that we 
are not just an airline but 
an institution that cares 
about the well-being of 
the Jordanian people,” 
Ms. Haddad asserted. 

The AWRC, under the 
patronage of Prince Ali 
Ben Hussein, collects 
money from their mem- 
bers. buys food from Jabri 
catering and delivers it to 
different social centres 
and charities throughout 
the Kingdom. 

“One of the main ethics 
of our club is to promote 
service to local communi- 
ties and it therefore 
seemed fitting to embark 


upon a programme of aid 
to the needy during 
Ramadan," President of 
the AWRC Mohammed 
Adeeb Khya told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Over the past few years, 
charity work during 
Ramadan has been afford- 
ed much publicity, mainly 
to encourage more groups 
to participate. Mr. Hab- 


jouqa affirmed. 

‘To give publicity for 
this purpose is great as 
long as the needs of the 
poor are not forgotten for 
the rest of the year,” he 
said. 

“Many charitable indi- 
viduals wish to remain 
anonymous. lest they nul- 
lify heavenly reward 
through vanity." Mr. Hab- 


jouqa concluded. 

As iftar ended and hap- 
pily sated individuals left 
the King Abdullah 
Mosque, Dr. Jarar seemed 
content and as he earlier 
paraphrased a saying 
from Prophet Moham- 
mad. “Whoever feeds a 
fasting poor man will be 
rewarded by God." 



Young boys from the Jabal Weibdeh area of Amman enjoy an iftar of Ouzi and 
yoghurt at King Abdullah Mosque (Photo by Sacha Baggili) 



Uzbekistan elders break their Ramadan fast in the King Abdullah Mosque before 
leaving for Omra (Photo by Tanya Habjouqa) 
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Socialist Party objects to court 
ruling on Belgrade elections 


BELGRADE (AFP) — Ser- 
bia's ruling Socialist Party 
(SPS) appealed Monday to 
a Belgrade court to overturn 
a decision confirming the 
electoral victory of the op- 
position coalition in the ca- 
pital. the court said. 

The SPS appealed to the 

court to overturn the deci- 
sion announced Tuesday by 
the Belgrade Electoral 
Commission awarding vic- 
tory in the capital in Nov. 17 
local elections to the oppo- 
sition Together Coalition . 

A spokesman for the ultra- 
nationalist Serbian Radical 
Party, in opposition to both 
Together and the ruling So- 
cialists. said it had also 
complained against the de- 
cision by the Belgrade 
Electoral Commission. 

The electoral commission 
overturned previous rulings 
and announced that Toge- 
ther — a loose coalition of 
three opposition parties — 
had won 60 seats in the 110 
seat council, giving 23 to 
the SPS and 15 to the Ra- 
dical Party. 

The opposition claims to 
have won 14 towns in the 


elections bufcswfar electoral 
commissions — believed to 
operate under orders from 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic — have only re- 
cognised victories in seven. 

Tens of thousands of 
opposition supporters have 
taken to the streets in Bel- 
grade and other towns for 
the past two months in sup- 
port of the opposition gains. 

Meanwhile thousands of 
students who spent all night 
on the streets of Belgrade, 
continued their face-off 
Monday with riot police 
loyal to Mr. Milosevic. 

For the first time in 10 
days, a line of riot police re- 
fused to allow the students 
to march through Belgrade 
in the third month of de- 
monstrations against the 
regime. 

'This lime, they told us 
they had the order not to 
give way.” Milena Stevano- 
vic, a biology student, said. 

A group of maths students 
vowed to "sleep on the 
street until the end of winter 
if necessary.” 

"We are younger than the 
polite, they will tire before 


we do.” one student said. 

In bitter cold, they tried to 
keep warm by dancing to 
echoing traditional music 
drawn from the soundtrack 
of the film Underground by 
Emir Kusturica — set in 
former Yugoslavia. 

One student faced the po- 
licemen wearing an orange 
life jacket, a motorcycle 
helmet and carrying a plas- 
tic axe, saying he wanted to 
show the police "how ridi- 
culous they seem to us.” 

Later, thousands of de- 
monstrators joined the stu- 
dents in the city centre for 
another day of rallies. 

Late Sunday, a leader of 
the Together Coalition 
warned that Mr. Milosevic 
is preparing a civil war in 
the southern Kosovo region 
in order to save his regime. 

Mr. Milosevic who has 
lost support from the army 
and church in the face of the 
attacks from the opposition 
and students is playing his 
"last card,” the opposition 
figure. Vuk Draskovic, said. 

Speaking to a crowd of 
Over 20.000 people gathered 
in the centre of Belgrade. 


Mr. Draskovic, who leads 
the Serbian Renewal Move- 
ment (SPO) within the To- 
gether Coalition, led the ac- 
cusations against Mr. Mi- 
losevic. 

“He first tried to provoke 
a bloodbath in Belgrade, but 
he realised that a Serbo-Ser- 
bian conflict could not 
break out since the army let 
it be kiiown it was with the 
people." Mr. Draskovic 
said 

“Milosevic is trying to 
play his last card by prepar- 
ing civil war in Kosovo (a 
southern province in Serbia) 
without caring about the 
consequences and the ex- 
pected 1 bloodbath.” he ad- 
ded. 

The United States has reg- 
ularly expressed concern 
about the possibility of civil 
war in Kosovo which could 
seriously destablise the en- 
tire region. 

Kosovo, which has a pre- 
dominantly ethnic Albanian 
population has been ruled 
from Belgrade since Mr. 
Milosevic ordered its effec- 
tive annexation in 1989. 


Zaire rebel commander killed 


NAIROBI (R) — The mili- 
tary commander of rebels in 
eastern Zaire was killed in 
an ambush earlier this 
month, security sources in 
the region said Monday. 

They said Andre Kisase 
Ngandu was killed on or 
about Jan. 8 near the rebel- 
held town of Butembo. For 
several days residents in 
Goma. the rebel capital, 
have reported rumours of 
his death. 

The sources in the region, 
speaking to Reuters in Nai- 
robi by telephone, declined 
to be identified or quoted by 
name. 

Laurent Kabila, chairman 
of the rebel .Alliance of De- 
mocratic Forces for the Li- 
beration of Congo-Zaire 
(ADFL), has yet to an- 
nounce his chief lieute- 


nant’s death. 

“His death has been a big 
blow for the rebels but they 
are getting by.” one security 
source said. 

The alliance rebels hold a 
swath of eastern Zaire, bor- 
dering Uganda, Rwanda 
and Burundi, after a light- 
ning offensive that began 
last October against Zaire’s 
ragged army. 

Zaire is threatening to 
launch a major counter-of- 
fensive to recover the lost 
territory. 

Like Mr. Kabila. Ngandu 
was a veteran foe of Zaire’s 
president Mobutu Sese Se- 
ko who seized power in 
1965. Mr. Mobutu is ailing 
with cancer and returned for 
treatment in , Europe this 
month. , . . , 

Mr. Ngandu was chairman 


of the National Resistance 
Council for Democracy 
(CNRD). one of the a- 
lliance's key components. 

A statement faxed to Nai- 
robi Monday and purport- 
ing to come from the CNRD 
said Major-General Ngandu 
was assassinated by “armed 
elements in the service of 
Kabila.” 

The statement, dated Go- 
ma Monday but apparently 
sent from neighbouring 
Uganda, was signed anony- 
mously by “J.B. of General 
Ngandu" s Protocol Service.” 

But the security sources 
said Mr. Ngandu's convoy 
was ambushed by “Mai- 
toai,” guerrillas from indi- 
ge-nous tribes in eastern 
Zaire who at first teamed up 
with the alliance forces but 
later fell out with them. 


Sri Lankan Air force plane 
crashes during anti-rebel mission 


COLOMBO (AFP)— A Sri 
Lankan air force reconnais- 
sance plane Monday 
crashed into the Indian 
Ocean during a mission 
against Tamil Tiger guerril- 
las. officials here said. 

There were no survivors 
among the four-member 
crew of the Chinese-built Y- 
12 aircraft which took off 
from the northern military 
bases of Palaly just before 
dawn, officials said. 

They said a rescue opera- 
tion had been launched to 
pinpoint where the aircraft 
crashed. 

“Thev were on a mission 


to identify a mysterious ship 
that had been sighted off 
the northeastern coast of 
Palaly.” a local official said. 
"The crash seems more due 
to mechanical failure than 
pilot error” 

On Thursday, an un- 
manned surveillance air- 
craft of the air force went 
missing and was presumed 
to have crashed into the sea 
off the island's northwest- 
ern coast. 

Last month, an air force 
helicopter pilot lost his bea- 
rings and landed inside ter- 
ritory held by the rebel Li- 
beration Tigers of Tamil Ee- 


lam (LTTE), but managed 
to escape to safety. 

His passengers included 
deputy Defence Minister 
Anuruddha Ratwarte. army 
chief Rohan Daluwatte, po- 
lice Inspector-General W. 
B. Rajaguru and the milita- 
ry's top field commander 
Asoka Jayewardene. 

The Sri Lankan Air Force 
has a chequered flying re- 
cord. losing seven aircraft 
between April 1995 and Ja- 
nuary last year. A total of 
2S0 passengers and crew 
were killed in the crashes, 
some of which were blamed 
on Tiger artacks. 


Chinese seek compensation over 
Japanese army ’s chemical weapons 


BEIJING t AFPl — Chinese 
victims of chemical wea- 
pons and arms abandoned 
by the Japanese army after 
World War II are to be al- 
lowed to take a case for da- 
mages to a Japanese court 
for the first time, lawyers 
said Monday. 

Ten Chinese, or their fam- 
ilies. will claim S1.7 million 
in damages from the Japa- 
nese government before the 
Tokyo district court, said Su 
Xiangxiang. head of the Jin- 
wang law firm in the north- 
ern city of Harbin. 

He said ihe hearing date 
would be set on Jan. 30 by 
the Tokyo district court. 

“It is ihe first time a Japa- 
nese court has accepted this 
kind of action and I think 
there should be a result be- 
fore the end of the year.” 
Mr. Su added. 

Some of ihe 10 victims in- 
volved have already died 
but their families are pursu- 
ing the damages case to 
seek an official apology 
from Japan and 20 million 
Yen iS 170,000 ) each in 
damages. 

The lawyer said 46 other 
families of chemical arms 
or artillery Shell victims 
would also stan action. 
“But we must first check 
what they say and get 
enough solid proof before 


starting the action.” 

Mr. Su said he had infor- 
mation from relatives that 
153 people in the northern 
province of Heilongjiang 
had been killed after being 
contaminated by imperial 
army biological weapons. 

According to official sta- 
tistics. more than 2.000 Chi- 
nese have died from chemi- 
cal weapons contamination 
since the Japanese were 
bearen in the war in 1945. 

The Chinese government 
has said two million chemi- 
cal bombs, mostly mustard 
gas. are still abandoned in 
China, most in the northeast 
of the country. 

The Japanese government 
has said there are 700,000 
bombs which they have pro- 
mised to destroy and pay 
the cost. 

Among the 10 victims 
were three employees of the 
Heilongjiang Navigation 
Bureau, who were contami- 
nated in October 1974 while 
dredging the mud from the 
bed of Songhua River 
around an inland port 

One of the employees, 
Xiao Qingwu. died in 1 99 1 
aged 58 after having both 
his feet amputated and los- 
ing his sight. The two others 
are still aJive, but suffered 
damage to their eyes and 
scalding on their hands. 


The Japanese army is sus- 
pected of tossing thousands 
of chemical devices into the 
river after its defeat in 1945. 

“Even half a century' later, 
these poisonous shells are 
still active." said Ji Xueren, 
a researcher with the China 
Anti-Chemical Research 
Institute. “If anything, the 
passage of rime has only 
madelhem more precarious 
and life-threatening.” he 
was quoted by the China 
Daily as saying. 

Jinwang is die only prac- 
tice in China to deal with 
cases of this nature. 

“I believe that as a lawyer 
and a Chinese citizen, I 
have a duty to do something 
for the victims,” said Su 
Ziangxiang. 28, one the 
firms 14 advocates. 

The Chinese government 
renounced its right to de- 
mand war compensation 
from Japan when Beijing 
formally established diplo- 
matic ties with Tokyo in 
1972, but it has never stood 
in the way of individual 
claims. 

In June 1995. 1 1 Chinese 
brought an action against 
the Japanese Kajima Corp.. 
claiming 60.5 million yuan 
($5 17,000) in compensation 
for their war-time deporta- 
tion to the Hanaoka Mine 
in Japan. 


Lone 
hijacker 
arrested 
in Japan 

TOKYO (AFP) — A man 
reportedly drunk and wiel- 
ding a fruit knife hijacked 
an AH Nippon Airways 
(ANA) Boeing 777 but was 
arrested after it landed at 
Fukuoka Airport Monday 
evening with 1 92 people on 
board, airline officials said. 

The ; man, indenrified as 
31 -year-old Koichi Yano 
was tiken into custody at 
7:27 pun. (1027 GMT), 40 
minutes after the plane 
landjbd on. a flight to the 
southern city from Itami 
Airport in Osaka. 

Transport Ministry offi- 
cials ?aid earlier that the 
plane landed at 6:47 p.m. 
(0947 GMT) and that the 
hijacker was demanding to 
have (he aircraft refuelled 
and flown to another inter- 
national airport. 

Shortly after Flight 217 
landed, Japanese television 
showed the aircraft sitting 
next to one of the termi- 
nal’s boarding gates. 

All passengers then be- 
gan disembarking from the 
aircraft, news reports said, 
adding that nobody was 
injured in the brief hijack 
drama. ANA said the Bo- 
eing 777 was carrying 182 
passengers and 10 crew. 

In a live report from the 
airport, Japan Broadcasting 
Corp. (NHK) said police 
arrested the hijacker after 
boarding the plane. He was 
later charged with violating 
Japan's firearms and sword 
control law. 

NHK also quoted one 
passenger as saying that 
she was not aware of any 
hijacking. “Shortly after 
we arrived on schedule, 
there was an announce- 
ment by a stewardess that 
passengers were not al- 
lowed to get off,” she said. 

"There was no mention 
by the crew members of 
any hijacking." 

NHK said passengers 
were ihen allowed to dis- 
embark and proceed to the 
arrival lobby on the second 
floor of the terminal. 

“I didn't know whar hap- 
pened: but from what other 
passengers are saying, I 
have just realised for the 
first time that the plane was 
hijacked,” the unidentified 
passenger said- 
Airport officials reopened 
the airport after 68 minutes. 

Fukuoka Airport, which 
is located near the centre of 
the southern city, serves 
several international air- 
lines as well as domestic 
carriers and was the site of 
a Chinese airline hijacking 
in December of 1 989. 

The Boeing 747 was on a 
flight from Shanghai to 
New York when it was 
commandered by a Chi- 
nese factory manager. No- 
body, except the hijacker, 
was injured in the incident. 
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Opposition leader Vesna Pesic(left) gestures while talking to her coalition partner Vuk 
Draskovic (right) during an anti-government rally in Belgrade Sunday. Opposition 
demonstrators trotted out their pets during the 63rd straight day of colourful street 
protests against the annulment of opposition victories in municipal elections (Reuter 
photo) 


! South Korean Red Cross 
to resume food aid to North 


SEOUL (R) — The South 
Korean Red Cross Monday 
said it would resume food 
shipments to North Korea 
this month for the first lime 
since an incursion by a 
northern submarine froze 
desperately-needed aid to 
the Communist nation. 

“We are shipping 300 
tonnes of flour bought from 
donations by the Korean 
National Confederation of 
Churches,'* a Red Cross of- 
ficial said. 

The announcement fol- 
lows a Japanese news report 
that Washington is so wor- 
ried North Korea is running 
out of food it is consulting 
Asian friends about an 
emergency rescue passage. 

A North Korea expert in 
Tokyo said the United 
States may be deliberately 
spreading alarm to prepare 
the way for a large delivery 
of food to the North. 

The timing of such a ship- 
ment would play into the 
hands of North Korean lea- 
der Kim Jong-11, and could 
give him the clout he needs 
to assume top party and go- 
vernment posts left unfilled 
since the death of his father 
Kim II-Sung. the expert ad- 
ded. 

Speculation is rife that 
Mr. Kim will be named gen- 
eral-secretary of the Wor- 
ker’s Party and state presi- 
dent on the third anniver- 
sary of his father’s death in 
July. 

The South Korean Red 


Cross said 15,000 pairs of 
socks donated by groups in 
the country would be sent 
with the flour around Jan. 
25. The aid : was worth 
SI 53,000. 

All contacts with North 
Korea were halted after a 
North Korean Shark-Class 
submarine dropped 26 
armed intruders on a south- 
ern beach on Sept 26. 

Pyongyang issued a rare 
apology last month that sat- 
isfied Seoul, which returned 
the remains of 24 of the in- 
filtrators who were shot and 
killed during a manhunt. 

As part of a deal between 
Washington and Pyongyang 
that secured the apology, 
the United States agreed to 
ease a trade embargo on 
North Korea. U.S.~grain 
giant Cargill Inc. was grant- 
ed permission to supply up 
to two million tonnes of 
grain to North Korea 
through barter trade. 

Washington gave S2 mil- 
lion in February last year to 
alleviate hunger in North 
Korea caused by. two con- 
secutive years of devastat- 
ing floods. 

Japan's Kyodo News Ser- 
vice quoted an unnamed se- 
nior U.S. administration of- 
fical saying food stocks in 
North Korea could dry up 
almost completely in three 
to four months. 

“We have to be thinking 
about the consequences for 
systemic failure in North 
Korea, both in terms of 


potential spillover in mili- 
tary forces, huge numbers 
of refugees, large humani- 
tarian emergencies in terms 
of delivering foods and 
medicines.” the official was 
quoted as saying. 

U.S. and South Korean of- 
ficials were scheduled to 
meet Pyongyang represen- 
tatives in New York this 
month for preliminary dis- 
cussions on proposed four- 
way talks, also including 
China, on a permanent 
peace to replace a truce 
accord that ended the 1950- 
53 Korean war. 

The Nordi Korea expert in 
japan said North Korea's 
Stalinist government could 
stagger on for five more 
years. Analysts in Seoul 
agreed that collapse was not 
imminent. 

“We estimate that North 
Korea can maintain normal 
food distribution to its resi- 
dents until the end of June." 
said an official at Seoul’s 
Ministry of National Unifi- 
cation. who added that 
. "‘normal” meant just enough 
to stave off hunger. ' 

North Korea watcher Mi- 
chael Breen said the Pyong- 
yang government had a 
strategy for survival. 

“North Korea will need to 
restart its rice diplomacy to 
obtain rice from Japan and 
South Korea. But it needn't 
be in a food crisis. The real 
problem is the structure of 
agriculture — collective far- 
ming is inefficient," he said. 


Bombs rock abortion clinic 
in U.S.; no injuries reported 


TULSA, Oklahoma (R) — 
Two bomb explosions 
rocked an abortion clinic in 
Tulsa Sunday, just three 
days after six people were 
injured in a similar attack 
on an Atlanta clinic. 

Police Sergeant Wayne 
Allen said the two bombs 
exploded seconds apart just 
outside the reproductive 
services of Tulsa clinic 
shortly after 3 p.m. (2100 
GMT), but no one was in- 
jured because it was closed 
for the day. 

“Fortunately, there was no 
one inside at the time.” he 
said. “There was moderate 
damage at the rear of the 
building. The explosion pe- 
netrated the building and 
destroyed a few glass panels 


inside,” 

Bomb experts from the 
Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation (FBI) and the Bu- 
reau of Alcohol. Tobacco 
and Firearms were dep- 
loyed to check the building 
for clues. They moved cau- 
tiously at first because of 
fears of a booby trap, but 
sniffer dogs found no other 
explosive devices. 

On Thursday two bombs 
ripped through an abortion 
clinic in Atlanta. The sec- 
ond blast came about one 
hour after the firsr and 
injured six people. 

Sunday's bombings 
marked the second time the 
one-storey Tulsa Clinic, 
which is located in a mid- 
dle-class residential and 


business neigbourhood. has 
been attacked so far this 
year. 

On New Year’s Day, as- 
sailants lobbed two Molo- 
tov cocktails at the building 
and caused some damage 
but no injuries. 

The clinic employs about 
15 people and offers family 
planning and adoption ser- 
vices as well as abortions. 

Mr. Allen said the FBI 
was looking for possible 
links to the previous attacks 
but that no arrests had yet 
been made. 

“We have no suspects in 
mind or any information 
that it is linked to the Jan. 1 
incident or the Atlanta 
bombing,” he said. 


U.S. shuttle leaves space station Mir 


JOHNSON SPACE CEN- 
TRE (R) — The space 
shuttle Atlantis undocked 
from Russia’s Mir space 
station late Sunday, leav- 
ing behind U.S. astronaut 
Jerry Linenger for a four- 
month stay in space. 

The two spacecraft part- 
ed company at 9:15 p.m. 
est (0215 GMT) as they 
soared through space. 386 
kilometres above central 
Russia. 

“We have physical sepa- 
ration,” shuttle comman- 
der Mike Baker told mis- 
sion control as the shut- 
tle’s docking ring released 
its metallic grip on Mir. 

Atlantis was to circle the 
sprawling space station 
twice at a distance of 121 
metres, before moving off 


into a new orbit. 

The shuttle's departure 
ended five days of joint 
operations for the two 
crews. Atlantis, on its fifth 
visit to Mir. picked up 
NASA astronaut John Bla- 
ha. who had been in space 
since September and 
dropped off Linenger. 

During his four-month 
mission to Mir. Linenger 
will perform more than 80 
experiments and conduct a 
spacewalk, the first from 
Mir by an American. 

The shuttle will return to 
the station in May to col- 
lect the 42-year old astro- 
naut and bring his replace- 
ment. Mike Foale. 

The shuttle also brought 
water, food and other sup- 
plies to the Russian space 


outpost and was leaving 
with the results of scientif- 
ic experiments and space 
station components in 
need of repair. 

The Atlantis astronauts 
bid farewell to the crew of 
space station Mir early 
Sunday. The three Mir 
crewmen waved goodbye 
as the hatch connecting 
Atlantis and Mir was 

swung shut at 7:38 a.m. est 
(1238 GrMT). 

Atlantis was scheduled 
to return to earth at Flo- 
nda’s Kennedy Space 
Centre Wednesday. Rm 
NASA officials were con- 
sidering extending the 
flight by one day i 0 com- 
plete a test. 


International 


pressure 
mounts over 
S. Korean 
labouf law 

SEOUL (AFPjl — . South 
Korea’s striking workers 
returned to wo*k temporar- 
ily Monday, while interna- 
tional and domestic pres- 
sure mounted bn the gov- 
ernment to back down over 
a controversial;' new labour 
law. 5 

As government officials 
left for Paris to defend ihe 
law. a second international 
trade union delegation flew 
into Seoul urging the South 
Korean government to “set 
aside the new law and and 
start a dialogue” with 
unions. > 

The 1 0-man delegation 
from the Internationa) Con- 
federation of I Free Trade 
Unions (ICFIjU). led by 
general secretary Bill Jor- 
dan, blasted the new law as 
“unjust.” 1 

“International unions 
stand solidly tyith our Ko- 
rean brothers 'and sisters. 
We want thejn back to 
work in a democratic Ko- 
rea,” Mr. Jordan said. 

He warned that the pro- 
longed standoff over the 
law. rammed through par- 
liament on Die. 26, was 
damaging Soijith Korea’s 
image abroad j 
The delegation was the 
second ICFTUjgroup to vi- 
sit Seoul. It included mem- 
bers from Spain, the Ne- 
therlands, Japan and Cana- 
da. The previous ICFTU 
mission to South Korea 
received thinly-veiled 
threats of depo ration. 

The law. wh ch makes it 
easier for employers to lay 
off workers and extend 
their hours, has invited in- 
ternational criticism, al- 
though the ’government 
said it will help South 
Korea pull ouj of an eco- 
nomic downturn. 

South Korea, which 
joined the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD I last 
month, sent a (^legation to 
Paris Monday to defend the 
law at an OECD subcom- 
mittee on economic, labour 
and social affairs, set for 
Wednesday. - 
On the same [flight as the 
the 10-man government 
delegation werfc four union 
leaders, and jdespite the 
lack of dialogue in Seoul 
the two camps were ex- 
pected to “talk things over” 
on the plane,; the unions 
told AFP. 

Labour unrest over the law 
subsided Monday after un- 
ions cut back dn the strikes, 
which have coi the country 
S3.2 billion in' lost produc- 
tion and exports. Strikes will 
now only be held each Wed- 
nesday until Feb. 18 — the 
union deadline; for the gov- 
ernment to repeal the law. 

Share prices i jumped 3.5 
per cent on the Korea Stock 
Exchange Monday as wor- 
kers streamed back to fac- 
tories and President Kim 
Young-Sam said he would 
meet Tuesday with opposi- 
tion leaders. ; 

The president Monday 
held the last of three meet- 
ings with religious leaders, 
this time with Buddhist 
Patriarch Song Wol-Joo 
who gave the; same mes- 
sage as the Catholics and 
the Protestants — open 
talks with the unions. 

The ruling party hailed 
the political summit Tues- 
day as a signi of a break- 
through in the labour im- 
passe. Uniond claimed a 
victory,” say&ig the gov- 
ernment had! bowed to 
international pressure and 
popular resistance at home. 

But union leader Kwon 
ioung-Kil played down the 
meeting as a tactic to head 
off a crisis and warned that 
his group w<juld resume 
nationwide strikes unless the 
government stopped anest- 
,n 8 union leadeb. 

We will change our 
timetable to stage non-stop 
nationwide strikes before 
e 1® deadline if the 
crackdown continues,” said 
Mr. Kwon, Head of the 
r™? 1 !, .Confederation of 
J ™ e Unions (KCTU). 

Mr. Kwon as)ced police to 
tiff immediately a cordon 
around Myondong Cathe- 
wi ? ere he and other 
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Solatia in 
Moscow 
to soothe 
Russia over 
NATO 

growth 

MOSCOW (R) — NATO 
Secretary-General Javier 
Solana met Russian Fo- 
reign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov at a secret venue 
Monday in a bid to reas- 
sure Moscow about the al- 
liance’s plans to admit new 
members from Eastern and 
Central Europe. 

“We’re looking to reas- 
sure the Russians that en- 
largement does not threat- 
en Russia’s interests.” John 
Lx>ugh ? a spokesman for 
NATO's representative of- 
fice in Moscow, said by 
telephone. 

The talks, due to last five 
hours, were being held at a 
state guest house outside 
Moscow but the venue was 
not disclosed and no news 
conference with the NATO 
chief has been scheduled. 

Mr. Solana is expected to 
offer some form of perma- 
nent consultative forum 
between the former cold 
war foes, greater flexibility 
on arms control issues and 
more economic assistance. 

“Solana is coming here 
with ideas. This is round 
oae in an effort to develop 
the NATO-Russia relation- 
ship,” Mr. Lough said. 

But both sides played 
down chances of a break- 
through in the long dispure, 
particularly in the absence 
of President Boris Yeltsin, 
who is in hospital with 
pneumonia. A Kremlin 
spokesman said no news of 
his condition was expected 
till later Monday. 

“Solana faces a hard task 
— to convince his eastern 
neighbour that taking for- 
mer Socialist countries into 
NATO does not threaten its 
security and strengthens 
stability in Europe” Rus- 
si&V NTV commercial te- 
■jlevi&ioQisaid. 

‘The Russian leader’s 
absence from die Kremlin 
disturbs Western represen- 
tatives. In their opinion, 
neither Primakov ... nor 
anyone else can indepen- 
dently take decisions deter- 
mining what Russia and all 
Europe will be like in the 
next century.” 

NATO’s proposed expan- 
sion is again on Moscow’s 
agenda after a year in 
which attention focused 
first on July's presidential 
election, which Mr. Yeltsin 
won, and then on his heart 
problems, which kept him 
out of the Kremlin until 
Dec. 23. 

Russia launched a new 
diplomatic offensive 
against the alliance's plans 
after Mr. Yeltsin returned 
briefly to the Kremlin and 
ordered the Foreign Minis- 
try to stan drawing up a set 
of possible responses to an 
enlarged NATO. 

Diplomats say Russia ap- 
pears intent on delaying 
enlargement, limiting the 
number of countries that 
join NATO and seeking as 
many concessions as possi- 
ble over one of the few 
issues which unites Rus- 
sian politicians across the 
political spectrum. 

But time is running out 
for reaching an understand- 
ing before a July summit in 
Madrid at which NATO is 
expected to issue invita- 
tions to the Czech Repub- 
Hc, Hungary and Poland. 

“A document could be 
concluded either before or 
after the summit," Mr. 
Lough said. 

NATO officials said Mr. 
Solana would bring ideas 
for flexibility on arms con- 
trol, military cooperation 
and more economic aid. 

The NATO officials 
hoped there was room for 
progress on two issues 
which Moscow had singled 
out as important — the 
Conventional Forces in 
Europe (CFE) accord. 
Which Moscow says is out- 
dated, and creation of a 
permanent consultation 
mechanism. 

They said the latter could 
Cover issues including nuc- 
lear proliferation, terror- 
ism, anti-missile defence 
systems and international 
Crime. 
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Actress Madonna holds the Golden Globe Award she received as best actress in a film 
musical or comedy for her role in Evita Sunday during the 54th Annual Golden Globe 
Awards in Beverly Hills as she stands with presenter, actress Nicole Kidman (rigbtj 
(Reuter photo) 

Evita takes top honours 
at Golden Globes Awards 


BEVERLY HILLS. Califor- 
nia (Rj — Evita, the epic 
musical film starring pop 
star Madonna, led the list of 
winners at Sunday night’s 
Golden Globe Awards. 

The film won three of the 
awards presented by the 
Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association, including best 
actress in a musical or com- 
edy film for Madonna. 

lt also won the award for 
best musical or comedy mo- 
tion picture as well as best 
original song in a film, You 
Must Love Me, from the 
British duo, composer And- 
rew Lloyd Webber and lyri- 
cist Tim Rice. 

“I have been so incredibly 
blessed this last year. 1 have 
so much to be thankful for.” 
Madonna told the star-stud- 
ded audience at the Beverly 
Hilton Hotel, referring to 
the birth of her baby and her 
role as Argentina’s Eva 
Peron. 

Backstage, the blonde sin- 
ger and dancer said Evita 
was “a great opportunity to 
challenge myself in my mu- 
sic, singing and dancing. I 
hope to keep going as an ar- 
tist and keep making mo- 
vies." 

The English Patient, 
which led the Golden Globe 
field with nominations in 
seven categories, ended up 
winning only rwo awards 
— best dramatic picture and 
best original film score. 

Its stars. Ralph Fiennes 
and Kristin Scott Thomas, 
were passed over by Golden 
Globe voters in the best dra- 
matic actor and actress cate- 


gories, as was Juliette Bi- 
noche, nominated for best 
supporting actress for her 
role in the wartime drama. 

The best motion picture 
director award went to 
Milos Forman for The Peo- 
ple Vs. Larry Flynt, the life 
story of the controversial 
publisher of Hustler maga- 
zine, starring Woody Har- 
relson in the title role. Scon 
Alexander and Larry Karas- 
zewski took the Golden 
Globe for best motion pic- 
ture screenplay for their 
work on the film. 

The Golden Globes are 
seen as a barometer of po- 
tential Oscar winners when 
the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
presents Hollywood’s high- 
est honours in March. But 
unlike the Oscars, the 
Globes for the most pan 
distinguish between musi- 
cal/comedy Films and dra- 
matic movies and includes 
TV awards. 

Veteran actress Lauren 
Bacall won a Globe for best 
supporting actress in a 
movie for her role in The 
Mirror Has Two Faces, 
while the best supporting 
actor honour went to Ed- 
ward Norton for Primal 
Fear. Tom Cruise picked up 
the Globe for best actor in a 
musical or comedy film for 
his role in Jeny Maguire. 

In the dramatic film cate- 
gory, Brenda Blethyn won 
best actress Globe for Sec- 
rets And Lies and best actor 
honours went to Geoffrey 
Rush in Shine. 

Kolya, produced in the 


Czech Republic, was voted 
the best foreign language 
film. 

In the television category, 
The X-Files. from the Fox 
Network and HBO’s Raspu- 
tin shared the honours. The 
X-Files took best dramatic 
TV series, best aciress in a 
dramatic TV series award 
for Gillian Anderson and 
best actor in a dramatic TV 
series Globe for David Du- 
chovny. 

Rasputin earned Golden 
Globes for best miniseries 
or film made for television, 
best supporting actor in that 
category for lan McKellen 
and best actor for Alan 
Rickman. 

Also in the miniseries or 
film made for television 
caieaoiy. Britain's Helen 
Mirren took the best actress 
award for Losing Chase and 
Kathy Bates took best sup- 
porting actress for The Late 
Shift. 

NBC's 3rd Rock From 
The Sun won two Golden 
Globes, for best musical or 
comedy TV series and best 
actor in that category for 
John Lithgow. Helen Hunt 
garnered a Globe for best 
actress in a musical or com- 
edy TV series her role in 
Mad About You. 

The 54th annual Golden 
Globe Awards also hon- 
oured Dustin Hoffman with 
the Cecil B. Demille Award 
for his achievements. “Dus- 
tin Hoffman has had a ca- 
reer filled with landmark 
achievements." Cruise said 
in a special tribute to Hoff- 
man. 


Aid workers in Rwanda 
debate action after killings 


KIGALI (R) — Internatio- 
nal aid agencies met in the 
Rwandan capital Monday to 
decide whether to suspend 
their relief operations in 
some parts of the country 
after three Spanish col- 
leagues were shot dead in 
cold blood by Hutu rebels. 

Non-govemmental organ- 
isations and U.N. agencies 
met behind closed doors in 
Kigali. One group has al- 
ready suspended operations 
in the small Central African 
country and Spain has ad- 
vised its nationals to leave. 

Hutu militiamen of the 
former Rwandan govern- 
ment shot dead three Spa- 
nish aid workers and three 
Rwandan soldiers and seri- 
ously wounded an Ameri- 
can in an overnight attack in 
the northwestern town of 
Ruhengeri Sunday. 


The killers were said by 
Rwandan military sources 
to have belonged to the 
Hutu Interahamwe militia 
that played a leading role in 
Lhe 1994 slaughter of 
800,000 Rwandans, mostly 
minority Tutsis, before be'- 
ing driven into Zaire by Tut- 
si rebels. 

Former militiamen are 
believed to have infiltrated 
Rwanda among the mass of 
over 500.000 refugees who 
returned to their homeland 
from Zaire late last year. 

U.N. spokesman John 
McMillan told reporters that 
aid agency operations in 
Ruhengeri would be limited 
to the daytime and expatri- 
ate workers would not be 
allowed to spend a night in 
the city which is close to the 
border with Zaire. 

He said a meeting with 


government officials later 
Monday would discuss se- 
curity in general and what 
measures to take following 
the Ruhengeri killings. 

A U.S. diplomat said the 
attackers stormed into the 
house and demanded the 
Spaniards' passports. They 
were then disturbed by the 
noise of gunfire outside the 
house and reacted by shoot- 
ing the three at close range 
through the head. 

The Spaniards were at- 
tached to the Spanish chari- 
ty Medicos Del Mundo 
(Doctors of the World). It 
named them as Dr. Manuel 
Madrazo. 42. nurse Maria 
Flors Sirera, 33, and Luis 
Valtuena. 30. 

Most expatriates in the 
Ruhengeri area have left for 
Kicali. 
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Algeria reels after bloody 
weekend of violence 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Five 
years of turmoil in Algeria 
reached a new low Monday 
as security forces reported 
48 villagers had been knifed 
to death during a bloody 
weekend that also saw a 
huge car-bomb blast kill 21 
people in the capital. 

Algerian authorities had 
said Sunday that 36 men, 
women and children were 
slaughtered in the attack on 
the village, in the Beni-Sli- 
mane region south of Al- 
giers, but updated the toll 
Monday, according to the 
Liberte newspaper. 

Liberte said a group of 
“terrorists” — the term nor- 
mally used for Islamic fun- 
damentalist militants — 
swooped down the village 
early Sunday morning and 
slit the throats of men, wo- 
men, children and the elder- 
ly. Some 30 people were 
also wounded. 

The collective killing was 
the largest such massacre of 
civilians since armed funda- 
mentalists took up this par- 
ticular form of slaughter as 
part of their campaign 
against the regime last No- 


vember. 

Meanwhile. Algiers was 
recovering Monday from 
the car-bomb blast that 
ripped through a crowd of 
people packed into a cafe 
district of the city Sunday, 
killing at least 21 people 
and injuring more than 60. 

The roll, which was one of 
the highest in a car-bomb- 
ing in the Algerian capital in 
the five years of civil war 
between the Islamic groups 
and the military-backed go- 
vernment, was expected to 
rise. 

Five of the injured were in 
serious condition^ the secu- 
rity forces said in a state- 
ment. and around 30 re- 
mained in hospital. 

The blast, which has not 
so far been claimed by any 
group, was caused by explo- 
sives hidden in a vehicle on 
the main road running 
through the working class 
district of Belcourt. It came 
at S:00 p.m. (1900 GMT), 
just as families were com- 
ing out to eat after fasting 
during the day, and the road, 
lined with cafes, was 
packed with people. 


“It was awful. I saw four 
charred bodies in a Merce- 
des," one witness said, vis- 
ibly shaken. 

At least four vehicles 
were destroyed and glass 
was strewn across the road. 
Security forces sealed off 
the area as firefighiers and 
ambulances arrived. 

The blast was the latest in 
a series of attacks in Algiers 
blamed on the Armed Isla- 
mic Group (GIA), the most 
hardline of the Islamic fun- 
damentalist organisations. 

The attacks have built up 
during the fasting month of 
Ramadan, viewed as a pro- 
pitious month for “jihad” or 
holy war. 

The bombing brought to 
more than 50 the number of 
people killed in Algiers 
since late December and 
took the number injured to 
more than 360. 

Across the country, 
around 100 people have 
been killed since Ramadan 
began 10 days ago. 

On Saturday a newspaper 
reported that the head of the 
GIA had been killed Iasi 
week in a raid by security 


forces on the Casbah district 
of the city Wednesday. 

The pro-government pa- 
per said Farid Hamani, 27. 
and three colleagues were 
killed and several captured 
in the offensive late Wed- 
nesday. 

His death has not been 
independently confirmed, 
however. Other papers 
which also reported the raid 
said four guerrillas were 
killed but did not give their 
identities. 

The G1 A has said ii is see- 
king a “general escalation" 
of fighting in Algeria in or- 
der lo bring down the gov- 
ernment. 

Algeria's Muslim funda- 
mentalists took up arms 
when the military inter- 
vened to cancel January 
1992 elections that an Isla- 
mic party was poised to 
win. 

The bloodiest single car- 
bomb attack in Algiers was 
in January 1995 when a lor- 
ry packed with explosives 
was driven into a police sta- 
tion killing 42 people, most- 
ly passersby. 


Iran to host Afghan peace talks, official says 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Afghanistan's waning fac- 
tions have agreed to attend 
talks in Iran aimed at ending 
fighting in the devastated 
country, a Tehran newspa- 
per said Sunday. 

No date has been set for 
the talks, but the “necessary 
coordinations have been 
made in this regard,” AJaed- 
din Boroujerdi. deputy for- 
eign minister for Asia-Paci- 
fic affairs, was quoted as sa- 
ying by the Tehran Times. 

The Taliban militia, which 
Iran has not officially re- 
cognised, will be among the 
groups at the talks, Mr. Bo- 
roujerdi said. 

“Any plan formulated... 
without taking into account 
demands of all A.fghaa^sides 
.is doomed to~ fail,” Mr.'fco- 
roujerdi added. 

In Afghanistan, the Tale- 
ban’s information minister, 
Amir Khan Muttaqi, con- 
firmed that the group would 
attend the talks. 

“We want to have good re- 
lations with Iran and our 
other neighbors,” he said. 
“We will send a high-rank- 
ing delegation to Iran to dis- 
cuss the current situation 
between Iran and Afgha- 
nistan." 

Iran, home to about 1.5 
million Afghan refugees, 
has repeatedly called on Af- 


ghan factions to negotiate 
Toward a peaceful settle- 
ment of the conflict. 

“All the Afghan groups 
have accepted our invita- 
tion." an official at the Iran- 
ian Foreign Ministry said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. “We are their 
neighbour and cannot ig- 
nore the problem' there.” 

Separate U.N.-sponsored 
talks were held in Pakistan 
last week and are to resume 
next month. 

The Taliban militia seized 
the capital Kabul in Sep- 
tember and now controls 
two-thirds of the country. It 
has imposed a strict version 
of Islamic Law on areas 
under its control. 

Since taking Kabal. the - 
Taliban lias “been locked in a 
ferocious battle with oppo- 
sition forces, led by troops 
loyal to ousted Afghan Pre- 
sident Burhanuddin Rabba- 
ni and northern warlord Ra- 
shid Dostum. 

Iran, which is itself ruled 
by a fundamentalist Muslim 
government, has been criti- 
cal of the Taliban’s rigid Is- 
lamic rule and backs Mr. 
Rabbani. 

Meanwhile, the anti-Tale- 
ban coalition was Sunday 
still in control of strategic 
positions south of the Hindu 
Kush Mountains after the 


Islamic militia made major 
gains north of Kabul. 

There was no significant 
military activity in Jabul 
Saraj, the last readily defen- 
sible position before the 
Salang Tunnel, a vital road- 
link which cuts through the 
otherwise virtually impene- 
trable mountain range. 

According to an AFP cor- 
respondent in the area, Ja- 
bul Saraj is still in the com- 
plete control of Mr. Dos- 
tum. guarded by armoured 
vehicles, heavy artillery, 
and anti-aircraft batteries. 

The town of Gulbahar, the 
gateway to the Panjshir Val- 
ley, is also held by the coali- 
tion forces of ex-Defence 
Minister Ahmad Shah Mas- 
ood, who fled when the Ta- 
Ieban'took the capita] Kabul 
last September. 

The radical Islamic mili- 
tia, which controls two 
thirds of the country, 
launched a lightning attack 
Thursday against anti-TaJe- 
ban forces on the front north 
of the capital. 

They captured the key 
Bagram Air Base, 50 kilo- 
metres from Kabul and 
nearby Chari kar. capital of 
Parwan province. They also 
took most of the neighbour- 
ing province of Kapisa. 

But Mr. Dostum still con- 
trols the Salang Tunnel, 120 


kilometres north of Kabul, 
which may soon become a 
TaJeban laiget. 

The Soviet-built tunnel, 
miore than rwo kilometres 
long, runs under the Hindu 
Kush and is the only route 
to northern Afghanistan, 
which remains under oppo- 
sition control. 

Analysts have said the 
caprure of Gulbahar. 80 
kilometres north of Kabul, 
could mean the coalition 
troops would have to reireal 
from Jabul Saraj or run the 
risk of being attacked from 
behind. 

On Saturday, the head of 
the U.N. special peace mis- 
sion lo Afghanistan. Nor- 
bert Holl. appealed for an 
immediate ceasefire in rhe 
area. 

The fighting was all the 
more “disturbing" as it star- 
ted soon after a working 
group meeting in Islamabad 
attended by representatives 
of the Taliban Islamic mili- 
tia and its opponents, U.N. 
sources quoted Mr. Holl as 
saying. 

Mr. Holl emphasised that 
a cessation of hostilities 
would help the process of 
dialogue that was “so well” 
begun in Islamabad and 
save it from being put in 
jeopardy. 


France urges less U.S. leadership, more partnership 


PARIS CR) — French Fo- 
reign Minister Herve De 
Charene. acknowledging 
differences with Washing- 
ton on the role of Europe in 
NATO and the Middle East, 
said that he would prefer 
more partnership and less 
leadership from the United 
States. 

In an interview with Time 
magazine published Mon- 
day. Mr. De Charette denied 
that France and Washington 
were at odds over Africa 
and that he had snubbed 
outgoing Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. 

He said Washington had 
understood that a strong and 
united Europe was in its in- 
terests but a dispute over a 
bigger European share of 
NATO regional commands 
had yet to be resolved. 

"Our ambition is for Eu- 
rope to assume its full res- 
ponsibilities. play its full 
role. We would prefer more 
partnership and less leader- 


ship from the United States 
— a dialogue between 
equals,” he said. 

Mr. De Charette said he 
was open to alternative pro- 
posals to its stipulation that 
a European take over 
NATO’s Southern Com- 
mand, a demand rejected by 
Washington which wants to 
hold on to a job currently 
overseeing the U.S. Medi- 
terranean Sixth Fleet. 

“If there is to be a new al- 
liance, in which Europe 
plays a role, there must be a 
new sharing of responsibili- 
ties... But a situation where 
the Americans bold three 
commands to Europe's one 
is hardly what we consider 
sharing responsibility," he 
said. 

Mr. De Charette said the 
demand was European ra- 
ther than French, and Eu- 
rope was not seeking to take 
command of the Sixth Fleet. 

He denied that he had 
snubbed Mr. Christopher by 


walking out of a farewell 
toast in honour of the Ame- 
rican at NATO Headquar- 
ters in Brussels last month. 

“Frankly, it came as a con- 
siderable surprise to me be- 
cause the whole thing was a 
lie — totally,” he said. 

He said he had a very cor- 
dial and confident relation- 
ship with Mr. Christopher 
despite some “intense mo- 
ments" over the past 18 
months. 

Mr. De Charette also ack- 
nowledged differences over 
the Middle East, a region 
where both Europeans and 
Americans have major in- 
terests, and called on Wa- 
shington to let the Euro- 
peans take on a bigger role 
in the Middle East peace 
process. 

“For the time being, the 
Americans have a role in 
the peace process... That's 
fine, and very useful for all 
concerned. But we think 
thaL Europe and the United 


States must work hand-in- 
hand.” he said. 

He denied that recent 
sharp exchanges over Africa 
meant Paris and Washing- 
ton were involved in a con- 
frontation or even competi- 
tion over the continent. 

“We have converging in- 
terests: The stabilisation and 
development of Africa, the 
resolution of the crisis in the 
Great Lakes region. There is 
no French or American pri- 
vate domain in Africa or any- 
where else," he said. 

Paris has accused Wa- 
shington of showing interest 
in Africa only at election 
time to sway black Ame- 
rican voters. 

' The two countries have 
been at odds over lhe ap- 
pointment of Ghana's Kofi 
Annan as United Nations 
secretary general, and over 
France's insistence on send- 
ing a multinational force to 
ensure relief for refugees in 
eastern Zaire. 


New Bulgarian president backs elections demand 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria’s new president gave cheer to a 
national opposition protest movement by echoing its calls 
for early elections to help the country to escape from a 
political and economic quagmire. 

Petar Stoyanov, a member of the opposition, won a warm 
welcome from anti-government protesters who took to the 
streets for a 1 4th day and more cautious one from the 
Socialist government of former Communists. 

“I am now convinced that the only alternative to end this 
terrible crisis is to make a change and that change is early 
parliamentary elections,” he told a crowd after taking the 
oath of office Sunday. 

Cathedral bells rang and protesters danced or carried 
doves and snowdrops to symbolise hope, but details of any 
breakthrough in a political deadlock remained to be ham- 
mered out. 

“I will begin immediate consultations with the political 
forces." said Mr. Stoyanov, who kept his options last week 
open by saying he might reluctantly grant the Socialists a 


new government mandate denied them by predecessor 
Zhelyu Zhelev. 

The Socialist nominee to be new prime minister. Nikolai 
Dobrev, offered an ambiguous tribute to Mr. Stoyanov. of 
the Union of Democratic Forcefe (UDF) which is leading 
the protests. 

“By nominating Petar Stoyanov as a president, the UDF 
has elected the best of itself ” he said. 

No let-up was likely Monday in the demonstrations and 
symbolic strikes calling for speedy elections. Taxi drivers 
planned protest cavalcades in 12 provincial cities. 

About 20.000 people turned out in Sofia Sunday. Girls 
painted hearts their cheeks in the blue colour of the opposi- 
tion and boys had the UDF initials across their faces. 

“We have to listen to the young people in the streets as 
they are the power of the future and it is our duty to give 
them an incentive to stay, to work and to live in this coun- 
try," Mr. Stoyanov said, referring lo the many young 
Bulgarians who leave to seek a better life abroad. 
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Square one in legal terms 

IF WE are to believe the newspaper Haaretz’ 
version of what is truly the actual American posi- 
tion on previous Israeli commitments to Syria, 
then the negotiations between the two countries 
are moving back rapidly and promptly to square 
one. According to the Israeli daily's report pub- 
lished Sunday. Washington had assured Israel 
lust September that the “commitment" to 
Damascus by the previous Israeli government of 
the late Yitzhak Rabin, accepting in principle to 
withdraw to the 1967 borders in return for full 
peace, was now “null and void." The legal rea- 
soning for this interpretation, which former U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher had 
reportedly transmitted to Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, rests on the premise that 
the Israeli tacit agreement was a “non-paper,'' 
because it was never signed. 

This construction by the State Department of 
negotiation results held between Syria and Israel 
over several years strikes us as unnecessarily 
“too legalistic." The essence of the talks on the 
Syrian-Israeli track has been political and as 
such cannot be interpreted only in lawful terms. 
It is true that from a strictly legal point of view 
any document which is not signed and then rati- 
fied lacks the full legal import. Yet, the political 
implications of any piece of agreement or com- 
mitment that lacked full legal form cannot be 
dismissed as totally void of meaning and signifi- 
cance. Instead of leading the Netanyahu govern- 
ment into believing that political commitments 
by Labour governments are non-binding, 
Washington should strive to build on results of 
all negotiations held with Syria. 

What makes this American position all the 
more troubling, though, is the reasoning envis- 
aged by the Israeli prime minister for holding 
onto the Golan Heights. While we do agree with 
the proposition that Damascus should have 
moved faster in its negotiations with the Rabin 
and Peres governments and perhaps reached 
agreement with them, certainly before the Israeli 
elections in May, we have to disagree with 
Netanyahu's thesis that the Golan Heights are 
not negotiable for “strategic, historical and eco- 
nomic reasons." “A fourth of Israel's water 
resources come Trom the Golan Heights,” the 
Israeli prime minister was quoted as saying in an 
interview published in the French daily Le 
Figaro on Saturday. “One can live without oil, 
hut no one can live without water,” he added. 

Well, if this is the basis for conducting nation- 
al policies, then all countries would find them- 
selves engulfed in permanent warfare, simply 
because there will always be grounds for a state 
to maintain that a neighbouring country's prop- 
ert> is valuable Tor it economically or strategical- 
ly. Many countries are not blessed with sufficient 
wilier resources and consequently, according to 
Netanyahu's reasoning, the stronger ones may 
no! only covet their neighbours' waters but also 
control (hem. again because “no one can live 
without water." except of course those whose 
resources arc usurped. 

The new Israeli stance on the Golan Heights 
cannot be realistic or final. We all know that, 
since by taking a glance at what Netanyahu has 
been doing on the issue of Hebron and on the 
question of accepting a Palestinian state it would 
not he difficult to see how his hardline stance and 
ideological positions would eventually have to 
give way to more common sensicoi and pragmat- 
ic modes of thinking and behaviour. 

There is no telling how far this Israeli govern- 
ment would go to rectify its unacceptable stand 
on the Syrian-occupied Heights in order to com- 
plete the circle of peace in the region. But Israel's 
leaders surely know that whereas there can be no 
real war in the Middle East without Egypt, it is 
equally true that there can be no lasting peace 
without Syria. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER tor Al Ra'i expressed fear that Israel will, after 
the redeployment of in forces in the Hebron region, tend to 
freeze the process of redeployment in the rest of the 
Palestinian lands. Munes Razzaz said that should this hap- 
pen. die nopcaee. no-war situation will return to the region 
and under these circumstances, the Arab countries should 
refrain from normalising their relations with Israel, until it 
carries out the Oslo accords in full and returns all the 
Palestinians lands to their legitimate owners. At the same 
time, Israel seems to be escalating tension along its borders 
w ilh Lebanon with the purpose of provoking Syria and is 
trying to isolate Damascus at the regional and internation- 
al levels so that it can eventually impose its will on Syria, 
warned ihe writer. He said Israel thrives on wars, during 
which it unifies the ranks of its various political groups 
against the Arabs, and it is expected to benefit from the 
tense situation with Lebanon and Syria to win further sup- 
port from the Ignited Slates for its policies. By freezing the 
accords with the Palestine National Authority (PNAJ and 
b> maintaining the state of tension with Syria and 
Lebanon. Israel hopes to continue building setdemems on 
the Syrian Golan and the occupied Palestinian lands, added 
the writer. He said that the Arab countries should beware of 
this dancer and refrain from embarking on normalisation 
with the Jewish state until and unless it fulfils its commit- 
ments in Palestine and achieve a lasting and just settlement 
with its northern neighbours. 



The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. KJhouri 


Arab-Israeli coexistence — under the banner 
of prophets or of irrational armed settlers? 


THE NEW phase of peace making, that we have entered in 
the Middle East, will test the feasibility of arrangements 
such as those in Hebron today, with small groups of intel- 
lectually. religiously and physically aggressive Jewish set- 
tlers living in the midst of a sea of predominantly Muslim 
Arabs. This volatile situation demands that we better 
understand the motivation and world view of those mili- 
tant Israelis and Jews who have undertaken this armed 
colonial adventure in occupied Palestinian and other Arab 
lands in the last 30 years. 

To understand, however, does not mean to accept or to 
condone. The fact is the Israeli government, with the 
apparent support of a majority of Israelis, has just con- 
cluded a negotiation which insisted on the Jewish settlers' 
right to remain in Hebrew — and also on the duty of the 
Israeli army to protect them. We do not know if this is a 
long-term commitment by a lasting political majority in 
Israel, or a transitional phase during which Israelis as a 
whole slowly come to grips with the fact that they will 
have to withdraw from most of the 1967 occupied Arab 
territories if they wish to be accepted by the Arab states. 

In either case, we need to grasp more fully the political 
and national implications of the Israeli state's religious 
dimension; for. after all. the right-wing ideology that 
defines the government of Benyamin Netanyahu insists on 
its right to maintain Jewish communities in the 1967 occu- 
pied lands almost exclusively on the basis of the Jewish 
people's ancient religious affiliation with those places and 
their profound history. It is interesting how little we hear 
today of the security dimensions of the occupied lands for 
Israel — surprising, since more Israelis are being killed 
and injured today in occupied Arab lands than ever before. 

But what is the precise religious message of Judaism and 
the Jewish people today? Of course, like ail religions, 
Judaism is interpreted in a very personal way by different 
groups and individuals. It is impossible to attempt to iden- 
tify a single Jewish interpretation of religion and its rele- 
vance to the state of Israel today. 

What we can do, however, is to explore Jewish religion 
and history in a spirit of intellectual curiosity and Semitic 
solidarity, with a view to better understanding if today's 
Jewish settler-zealots who strut around Hebron with their 
machine guns reflect a dominant, ancient tradition of 
Jewish morality or only a fringe dimension of its modern, 
traumatised form. The answer is: “I really do not know." 
because I am not a religious scholar. 

But what l do know is that the God of the ancient Jews 
— Yahweh. as he was usually known to Jews since the 
days of the prophet Moses — was a god of many charac- 
ters and temperaments. Yahweh may have started life as a 


warrior god and in his earliest manifestations, during the 
years of the Jewish exodus from Egypt, he tended towards 
violence and even cruelty. Yahweh competed with many 
other gods for the allegiance of the Jewish and Israelite 
tribes in the early days of their saga, but eventually tri- 
umphed around the time of Moses — in the process, all 
other gods had to be violently destroyed and rejected. 
Yahweh’s success was that his cult eventually expanded 
beyond its original, narrow tribal dimension and soon was 
marketed as a universal, compassionate creed that was rel- 
evant to all people. 


“If Jewish settlers claim possession 
of Palestinian lands in the name of 
tneir ancient prophets and the 
covenants of God with Abraham , 
Mfoses, Isaiah and other historical 
figures, then it might be appropri- 
ate to demand that Jewish people 
and their Jewish state today act in 
accordance with the message of 
those pioneering polemicists , 
moralists, political leaders and 
prophets ” 


The juxtaposition between the moral creed of Jewish 
religion and the actions and attitudes of Jewish settlers in 
Palestine today reveals extraordinarily wide differences 
that we must address in an explicitly political manner — if 
we ever hope to witness peace and justice in Palestine and 
Israel. If Jewish settlers claim possession of Palestinian 
lands in the name of their ancient prophets and the 
covenants of God with Abraham, Moses. Isaiah and other 
historical figures, then it might be appropriate to demand 
that Jewish people and their Jewish state today act in 
accordance with the message of those pioneering polemi- 
cists. moralists, political leaders and prophets. 

The powerful messages of some of the earliest Jewish 
prophets — who are also respected as Christian and 
Muslim prophets revolved around the command to do 
good, to serve others, to be compassionate, fair, just and 


merciful. Isaiah 1: 15-17 has God stating with no ambigui- 
ty- “cease to do evi), learn to do good, search for justice, 
help the oppressed, be just to the orphan, plead for the 
widow w 

The prophet Amos continues this tendency among the 
early prophets of the monotheistic religions to work for the 
needs and rights of the oppressed and marginalised: and 
Hosea spread the same theme among early Jewish com- 
munities, exhorting the faithful to express their faith not 
just in external signs of prayer but also by acting in their 
daily lives on the basis of the moral dictates to do good m 
life and to respond to the needs of the weak and poor. 

If Jews claim right of possession or right of domicile on 
Palestinian lands on the basis of God's covenant with 
Abraham, Moses and the other early Jewish prophets, we 
in turn demand that the Jewish people today clarify tot* 
and to themselves whether God meant his ancient prophet- 
ic endeavour to reach the 20th century as a blueprint for 
moral behaviour by human beings or as a real estate regis- 
tration ledger. , . . 

I suspect that God meant the former — that he delivered 
hi^faessages through repeated prophets in different histor- 
ical periods because that message aimed primarily at pro- 
moting a pattern of human behaviour that could lead to 
stability and harmony on earth, not subjugation, warfare 
and suffering. The idea that Jewish settlers in Palestine and 
other Arab lands perpetuate the prophetic mission or mes- 
sage of ancient times is ridiculous at best, blasphemous 
and profane at worst. The use of religion in this manner to 
foment and aggravate political conflict may be a legacy of 
h uman history. but, nevertheless, it strikes me as both sad 
and ironic when it is undertaken by armed settlers speak- 
ing in the name of our common ancient prophets. 

If Amos or Isaiah were here today, there is little doubt 
that they would be deeply embarrassed by the actions of 
the modem Jewish settlers. Also, there is no doubt at all 
that Palestinians and Arabs in general would have no trou- 
ble accepting Jewish communities living in their midst if 
those Jewish communities manifested the compassionate, 
tolerant and just values of the early prophets. Judaism and 
its moral principles are deeply etched into our collective 
historical memory in the Arab. Christian and Muslim 
worlds, which is why Jews have long lived in this region; 
but armed Jewish settlers who claim exclusive rights to 
lands long within Arab patrimony are not part of our lega- 
cy. We need to know, in the coming months and years, 
which Jewish community we are asked to coexist with — 
the compassionate and noble Jews of prophetic lineage, or 
the armed wildmen and women from Brooklyn. 


ft 


‘If peace process is not saved from bankruptcy 
soon, the future will be even less hopeful ’ 


By Isabelle Daneels 

AROUND THIS time last 
year, one could see one 
street party after another in 
the Palestinian areas, cele- 
brating the redeployment of 
the Israeli troops from the 
major West Bank cities, 
excluding Hebron and East 
Jerusalem, and welcoming 
the take over by the 
Palestinian Authority. The 
contrast with this year's 
mood could not be more 
pronounced: nowadays, 

expectations are at an all- 
time low. and disappoint- 
ment and frustration pre- 
vail. Indeed, when one 
reflects upon 1996. it is 
hard to find a positive refer- 
ence. Events first coming in 
mind are the 10-month clo- 
sure of the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip, with the 
consequent persona) and 
economic hardships; the 
Likud election victory: 
Israeli failure to pull out 
from Hebron; the non- 
starter of the final status 
talks: a delay in the first 
stage of further redeploy- 
ment: and the late 

September clashes which, 
at first, seemed to have pro- 
vided some impetus for 
progress in the peace-talks, 
only to tumble back in the 
current stalemate. 

On Feb. 25. 1996, in 
response to the Jerusalem 
suicide bomb attack, Israel 
imposed a frill closure upon 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, One week later, fol- 
lowing the Ashkelon and 
Tel Aviv attacks, the clo- 
sure was extended to an 
internal closure, i.e.. a vir- 
tual Israeli siege of the 
major towns and cities, for 
11 days, making it nearly 
impossible for anyone to 
move and paralysing all 
civic and economic life. 
The internal closure, the 
first one of its kind and to 
be repeated on several 
occasions, cruelly forced 
Palestinians to face the hard 
reality lhar the peace agree- 
ments, in fact, provide the 
basis for a complete 
Palestinian Authority 
dependency on Israel and a 
reinforcement of Israel's 
grip of the situation. 

The mirage of equal part- 

.Midiicicu. 


Before Oslo, in case of clo- 
sures. people could at least 
move between the different 
towns and villages within 
the West Bank and Gaza, 
whereas the events in 
March illustrated the vul- 
nerability’ and defenceless- 
ness of hundreds of thou- 
sands of people in the tiny 
spots of “liberated land.'' 
whenever Israel considered 
it necessary for its “securi- 
ty." Moreover, it should not 
be overlooked that the gen- 
eral closure, which effec- 
tively separates the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, is 
in violation with the Cairo 
Agreement, which stipu- 
lates that the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip should 
be viewed as a single terri- 
torial unit, the integrity of 
which should be preserved 
during the interim period. 

Although — for the 
moment — the internal clo- 
sure is not in force, it can be 
imposed at any time and in 
any. or all. Palestinian 
Authority areas if the 
Israeli government decides 
so. The general closure of 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip is still in effect and 
albeit less strict, it will not 
be lifted in the near future. 
This Form of collective 
punishment has disastrous 
consequences on ail levels 
of society and leads to 
increasing frustration 
which, until now, has been 
directed at Israel. However, 
if this situation continues to 
prevail without hope for 
improvement, discontent 
and bitterness may lead to a 
further decline in people's 
support for peace, thereby 
instigating internal unrest. 

On May 5, Benyamin 
Netanyahu won the Israeli 
elections for prime minis- 
ter. Some viewed the Likud 
victory as a catastrophe for 
the future of the peace 
talks; others were more 
optimistic, expecting the 
Likud to send clearer mes- 
sages than the former 
Labour government which, 
behind the peace curtain, 
continued its policies in 
violation of this very 
process. The Likud's mes- 
sages were not necessarily 
clearer, but they were defi- 
nitely more provocative. 
After the elections. Israeli 


policies aiming to predeter- 
mine the outcome of the 
Final status talks — which 
were supposed to have 
started in May — intensi- 
fied. Land confiscation, 
road construction and set- 
tlement activity increased. 
Examples are, unfortunate- 
ly. available in abundance. 
In early September, the 
most expensive road ever 
built by Israel was opened 
between Jerusalem and the 
Gush Etzion settlement 
bloc to ihe south. Although 
this road passes through 
Bethlehem and Beit Jalla. 
Palestinians are not allowed 
to use it. At the end of 
October, Netanyahu 

announced the sale of set- 
tlement units in the West 
Bank, which had previously 
been frozen by the Labour 
government. Furthermore, 
several reports indicated 
the expansion of existing 
settlements and the con- 
struction of new ones. In 
early November, the Israeli 
High Court rejected a peti- 
tion that for six years had 
been holding up the con- 
struction of the Har Homa 
Jewish neighbourhood in 
an area annexed to 
Jerusalem after the 1967 
war. Introducing a further 
tiipe bomb, in early 
December the Jerusalem 
District Planning 

Committee approved for 
the First time ihe construc- 
tion of a settlement in the 
middle of a Palestinian 
neighbourhood in East 
Jerusalem. Ras AJ Amud. 
Also in December, the 
Israeli government once 
again declared settlements 
“national priority areas,” 
promising settlers renewed 
subsidies, which had been 
reduced under Labour rule. 

In addition to the above- 
mentioned policies, an 
increasing number of 
Palestinians are failing vic- 
tim to Israel’s policies con- 
cerning Jerusalem. Indeed, 
one begins to wonder 
whether the continued clo- 
sure of the West Bank 
remains a mere security 
measure or whether it 
should be interpreted as an 
attempt to further isolate 
East Jerusalem fflpm the 
rest of the West Bank. 
Moreover, although Israeli 


harassment of Palestinian 
Jerusalemites — which is 
illegal under international 
law and has been con- 
demned on several occa- 
sions — has been occurring 
ever since 1967, lately the 
already existing practices 
seem to be even more 
strongly imposed and devi- 
ous inventiveness used in 
imposing further restric- 
tions. Two of the most 
recent examples are the 
revocation of the residency 
rights of Palestinian 
Jerusalemites who also 
carry an American passport 
and the announcement of a 
new regulation that will 
come into effect in six 
months, according to which 
Jerusalem residents will 
have to prove their continu- 
ous residency in Jerusalem 
for the last seven years in 
order to be allowed to keep 
their Jerusalem ID. Israeli 
restrictions on the operation 
of Palestinian institutions in 
Jerusalem combined with 
— what seems to be — a 
lack of a clean: ut 
Palestinian strategy on 
Jerusalem, allows the 
Israeli government to estab- 
lish facts on the ground thar 
will be hard to alter once 
negotiations on Jerusalem 
start and will sharply 
diminish Palestinian 
prospects to have Jerusalem 
as their capital. 

In this context, fears and 
accusations that the Israeli 
government is deliberately 
delaying the start of the 
Final status talks are no 
longer surprising. Indeed, 
all facts seem to point in 
that direction. Former 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres failed to pull 
out from Hebron before the 
Israeli elections, as was 
scheduled. Netanyahu, for 
his part, softened his elec- 
toral rhetoric vowing never 
to pull out from Hebron 
only to place new condi- 
tions. This eventually led to 
the long awaited, but even 
more limited Hebron deal, 
designed to suit Israeli 
security concerns and that 
provides the Palestinians 
with another small canton 
on the map. 

Similar scenarios can be 
expected concerning the 
redeploy f;c~ 


the West Bank and the final 
status talks. The question 
remains, however, how 
much more the Palestinian 
population can take and 
how much longer they can 
watch their representatives 
surrender to Israeli 
demands and retreat from 
what originally started out 
as a peace process based 
upon Security Council 
Resolution 242. 

Disappointment and des- 
peration already culminat- 
ed into the September 
clashes. Although feelings 
of frustration found an out- 
let in these confrontations, 
the reasons leading to the 


incidents persist and are 
intensifying as time goes 
by. This makes the future 
look dark. If the peace 
process is not saved from 
bankruptcy soon. 1996 will 
prove to have been merely 
a sample of an even less 
hopeful future. 

Isabelle Daneels is reading 
for a PhD in Middle East 
Swdies at the University of 
Durham. U.K. and has 
been living in the West 
Bank for the last IS 
months. She contributed 
this article to the Jordan 
Times. 
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Visa fees are unchanged 

To the Editor: 

publication of the article 
Fern tying pnee of Jordan visa” in the Dailv Teleeraoh 

has-been 'corn 7 ' ^ f tourism and^nriqSs 

in r^ communicating wuh the concerned authorities 

S S toe embassy of the Hashemite Kinadom 

™" s vSfSS s is £27 and 448 for a ^ 

These fees are charged for individual travellers while 
Queen a r ^ or more who arrive through 

S5^r° nal ^ ■* -emptM 

Akram Massarweh, 

Ministrv x - Secretary General, 
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, 

Amman. 


Right figures quoted 

To the Editor: 

^Trice^fo? Davi . d ”Too 
refereed, “Petrifying price ro ,. which he 

Times. Jan. 20. 1997)^ ^^-^ v,Sa < Jordan 
Foreign Office sooke*™^ 10 stress toat toe 
Telegraph j» *• Daily 

embassies for various visas* is ahif 8 ®? by British 
charge JD 37 (£33) to visa - ni ?, absoiuIe| y correct. We 
£33 is a worldwide stanriar!? lCEntS here ‘ sum of 
Jordan alone. Tte V^fTLT ^ not s P« ific 
valid for two years is £65 (JD 72) P * COIiy Jurist visa 

P- R. M. Hinchcliflfe 
HM Ambassador, 
Amman. 
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Countdown begins to include U.S., 
Russia in chemical arms pact 


LONDON (AP) — Chemi- 
cal weapons are cheap and 
deadly, and they will be 
outlawed in at least 65 
countries at the end of 
April. 

BuL so far, the two 
biggest stockpiles of 
chemical arms — the Unit- 
ed States and Russia — are 
not joining in. Although 
both have signed it. neither 
has ratified the chemical 
weapons convention, which 
bans development, produc- 
tion, stockpiling and trans- 
fer of the such arms. 

And several countries sus- 
pected of secretly produc- 
ing chemical weapons have 
not even signed the pact, 
including Syria. Iraq. North 
Korea and Libya. 

According to the Penta- 
gon, Libya is building the 
world’s largest chemical 
weapons factory inside a 
mountain. Israeli Defense 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai accused Syria in 
mid-November of develop- 
ing chemical weapons — 
including the lethal nerve 
gas VX — with help from 
Russian scientists. 


When Hungary became 
the 65th country to ratify 
the convention Oct. 31, the 
minimum number of states 
required for the treaty was 
achieved. A I SO-day count- 
down then started for it to 
take effect, and efforts 
intensified to get more 
countries to ratify before 
the April 29 start date. 

"Without the United 
States and Russia, the con- 
vention would be somewhat 
of a hollow treaty, less able 
to deal with the gravity of 
chemical weapons prolifer- 
ation,” said Amy Smithson 
of the Henry 1. Srimson 
Center in Washington, 
which researches security 
issues. 

The convention, the fii^t 
treaty to eliminate a class of 
weapons, has among the 
most intrusive verification 
measures ever included in 
an arms control agreement 

It allows participating 
states to demand spot 
inspections in other mem- 
ber states, and inspectors 
must be allowed to throw a 
cordon around a site within 
48 hours to prevent materi- 


al from being moved. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton criticised the U.S. Sen- 
ate for not taking up the 
treaty in September, but he 
delayed pressing for the 
treaty until the last moment 

Mr. Clinton has promised 
to resubmit the treaty. A key 
opponent. Republican Sen- 
ator Jesse Helms, was 
reelected and is likely to try 
to stall ratification. 

Sen. Helms, who heads 
the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, contends 
the treaty will not reduce 
the chemical arsenals of 
countries hostile to the 
United States and says its 
provisions are unverifiable. 
He questions whether Rus- 
sia intends to eliminate its 
chemical arms. 

He also says complying 
with the treaty’s terras will 
be a costly burden for busi- 
nesses, although the U.S. 
Chemical Manufacturers 
Association, which repre- 
sents 90 per cent of Ameri- 
can manufacturers, supports 
ratification. 

Chemical weaponry is a 
touchy subject in Washing- 


ton, where public uproar 
has forced the Pentagon to 
begin an investigation into 
whether thousands of 
American soldiers were 
contaminated by chemical 
weapons during the Gulf 
war. 

The convention has not 
yet been submitted to the 
Russian parliamenL 

Defense Secretary William 
Perry has said that Russia’s 
economic problems may 
keep Moscow from ratify- 
ing the treaty because of the 
cost of compliance. 

Even before the conven- 
tion, the United States and 
Russia had agreed in the 
1980s to destroy tbejr 
chemical arsenals. But Rus- 
sia needs S3.6 billion to 
destroy 40,000 tonnes pf 
chemical weapons. 

The United States has 
destroyed just over 1,000 
tonnes of its 31,000-tonne 
stockpile in a programme 
that is expected to cost 
more than $12 billion. 

Mike Moodie, president 
of the U.S.-based Chemical 
and Biological Arms Con- 
trol Institute, said Mr. Clin- 


ton should make ratification 
a major foreign policy pri- 
ority. 

He said thar until the con- 
vention is ratified by Con- 
gress, there is little chance 
the United States will be 
able to take up the nuclear 
'tesft ban treaty, a key Clin- 
ton' drms-control initiative. 

What happens if the Unit- 
ed States and Russia don’t 
ratify? 

They will not have seats 
on the decision-making 
council at the Hague. 
Netherlands. that will 
administer the convention. 
There will also be no Amer- 
ican or Russian inspectors. 

And there will be eco- 
nomic fallout, said Henriet- 
ta Wilson of the science 
policy research unit at Sus- 
sex University in Britain. 

“If they don’t ratify, there 
will be an economic cost 
because there will be diffi- 
culty in trading in chemi- 
cals for their chemical 
industries,” she said. 

The convention restricts 
trading of some chemicals 
that can be used to produce 
chemical weapons. That 


means the United States 
and Russia could not sell 
those chemicals to signato- 
ry countries like Japan, 
India and Germany which 
have big chemical indus- 
tries. Ms. Wilson said. 

Mr. Moodie said many 
non-aligned countries view 
the elimination of the U.S. 
and Russian chemical 
weapon stockpiles as the 
key reason for the treaty. 

1 If the United States and 
Russia are not ponies, the 
smaller nations fear they 
will be left in the same situ- 
ation as they are with the 
nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty: They give up chemi- 
cal weapons “while the 
U.S. and Russia sit there 
with the capability," Mr. 
Moodie said. 

Patricia Lewis, director of 
the Verification Technology 
Information Centre in Lon- 
don, said having the United 
States and Russia as mem- 
bers would put more pres- 
sure on non-member coun- 
tries like Libya and Syria. 


Hebron accord gives Netanyahu’s image vital 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has added a vital 
new gloss to his battered 
international image by final- 
ly handing the West Bank 
city cf Hebron over to Pales- 
tinian control. 

Mr. Netanyahu has been 
widely accused of trying to 
sink the region's fragile 
peace process since winning 
elections in May last year on 
a hardline platform and 
immediately launching a 
tough war of words with 
Israel’s Arab neighbours. 

His stock reached an all- 
time low in September after 
his decision to sanction the ' 
opening of a new entrance to 
an archaeological Lunnel near 
Jerusalem Holy Sites sparked 


the worst Israel i-Palestinian 
violence for 30 years. 

But by banding over most 
of Hebron to Palestinian con- 
trol last week, Mr. 
Netanyahu not only bought 
himself breathing space but 
also made history. 

Never before has a right- 
wing Israeli leader surren- 
dered pan of “eretz Israel” 
— the biblical boundaries of 
Israel encompassing land 
seized during the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war.. 

The pledge never to give 
up on the dream of eretz 
Israel has been at the core of . . 
. nationalist rigbt-wing ideolo- * 
i gy since* the U:reati6n^>rTBe £ 
Jewish state in 1948, and by 
giving up Hebron Mr. 
Netanyahu unleashed a 


Kabariti reviews aid projects 

the role of the National Aid 
Fund in providing assis- 
tance to the poor. 

Mr. Abu Jamous said that 
his ministry was expected 
to finalise an integrated 
plan in the coming few 
days for promoting the 
ministry’s activities during 
1997. 


(Continued from page 1) 

He also heard a reported 
about the ministry’s Social 
Defence Department in 
conjunction with the Public 
Security Department in 
dealing with beggars on the 
streets during the first 10 
davs of Ramadan as well as 


whirlwind of anger within 
the ranks of his own party. 

Science Minister Danny 
Begin, son of former Likud 
leader Menachem Begin, 
resigned in a calculated blaze 
of publicity the day after the 
deal was clinched. 

And Mr. Netanyahu’s polit- 
ical mentor Yitzhak Shamir, 
the former Likud prime min- 
ister now retired from poli- 
tics, turned on his protege 
and accused him of betraying 
his ideals. 

The Israeli premier also 
faces a revolt from within the 
heart of his cabinet, with 
Likud “hawk” and Infra- 
stdictuhrfl Minister “ Ariel : 
Sharon calling for a coalition 
government with the left- 
wing opposition Labour 
Party. 

But while causing Mr. 
Netanyahu a headache on the 
domestic front, the wave of 
right-wing anger has reaped 
rewards on the international 
stage by portraying him in a 
relatively moderate light. 

Following the sealing of 
the accord, which saw the 
Israeli army withdraw from 
80 per cent of Hebron on Fri- 
day while maintaining a 
force there to guard the 450- 


strong community of Jewish 
settlers. Mr. Netanyahu was 
unrepentant. 

He denied betraying his 
heritage, insisting the “reali- 
ty had changed" on the 
ground and that the original 
1995 accord committing 
Israel to withdraw from 
Hebron was a hangover from 
the previous Labour govern- 
ment. 

At the same time his laid 
out his Likud credentials: 
“Labour wanted to put an 
end to the Jewish settlement 
in Hebron, I want to develop 
it.” Appealing directly to the 
settlers in Hebron, a city, of 
1 20,00(1 Palestinians, >lr. 
Netanyahu said: "I know you ] 
are afraid, but you are our 
brothers and sisters and we 
will take care of you. You are 
the symbol of the 4,000 years 
of history of this town. 

“We will continue to rein- 
force your presence,” Mr. 
Netanyahu added, content 
that two years after Jewish 
extremist Baruch Goldstein 
massacred 30 Palestinians at 
a Hebron mosque, the issue 
of closing down the Hebron 
settlement completely is no 
longer on the political agen- 
da. 


Khartoum plans counteroffensive 


(Continued fom page 1) 

Mohammad Khair said. 

Ethiopia rejected the 
charges, stressing that its 
anny had nor strayed into 
Sudanese territory and dis- 
missing the war crimes 
accusations as “pure fabri- 
cation.” 

“The Ethiopian army has 
not moved,” a senior offi- 
cial in the Information Min- 
istry told AFP. “Ii’s the 
internal Sudanese opposi- 
tion which is inflicting 
these disasters" on the 
Sudanese army. 

Rebel forces claimed 
Sunday to have killed 150 
government troops as they 
pressed their offensive 
towards a strategic hydro- 
electric dam, one thar sup- 
plies Khartoum, at 
Damazin in the east of the 
country. 

But Khartoum dismissed 
the claim Monday saying 
that just one soldier had 
been killed in clashes with 
Ethiopian forces at Bikori. 
70 kilometres south of 
Damazin. 

AI Sudan A1 Hadith said 
Sudanese forces had 
advanced towards 

Damazin. pushing Ethiopi- 
an troops back and vowing 
to liberate Kurmuk and 
Qeissan from the “foul 
Abyssinian traitors 

(Ethiopians) and renegades 
(opposition forces) who put 
themselves at the disposal 
of foreign powers.” 

The rebels reiterated 
Monday that they were act- 
ing alone in their bid to oust 
the regime of President 
Omar AI Bashir. 

“We are fighting for a 


democratic and unified 
Sudan and only the regime 
of the National Islamic 
Front (NIF) which exploits 
Islam is threatened," rebel 
leader John Garang told the 
Saudi daily Asharq AJ 
Awsat, detailing a three- 
pronged approach to the 
rebel" offensive. 

“To pursue the rebellion 
in the south, open up a sec- 
ond front at the east of the 
country and south of the 
Blue Nile, and the popular 
uprising in the towns,” he 
said. 

Sudan, which is facing 
U.N. diplomatic sanctions 
and has severed relations 
with some of its African 
neighbours, has tried to 
secure outside support in its 
bid to crush the rebels. 

In Riyadh, the Saudi AI 
Riyadh daily dismissed the 
fighting in Sudan as an 
internal affair following a 
visit there by a senior 
Sudanese official to discuss 
the crisis. 

“Arab action will have no 
effect (on the fighting) 
because reconciliation in 
Sudan is an affair which 
concerns the Sudanese," AI 
Riyadh said, reflecting the 
official Saudi view on the 
conflict 

Colonel Garang heads the 
SPLA and the military 
command of the NDA 
which groups the southern 
rebels and northern opposi- 
tion. 

NIF leader Hassan Toura- 
bi is considered the driving- 
force behind the Khartoum 
military-Islamic adminis- 
tration which seized power 
following a coup in 1989 
led by General Bashir. 


“Islam and Sudan's unity 
are not in danger,” Col. 
Garang told AI Sbarq AI 
Awsat, adding he had no 
plans on marching on Khar- 
toum. 

The offensive launched 
against Sudan's eastern 
border on Jan. 12 “is aimed 
at paving the way for the 
necessary conditions to top- 
ple the regime of Tourabi 
through a popular uprising 
in Khartoum and other 
cities,” Col. Garang said. 

Col. Garang also denied 
that any of Sudan’s neigh- 
bours were involved in the 
fighting, in another inter- 
view published the same 
day by the London-based 
Arabic daily AI HayaL 

“What is happening in 
eastern and southern Sudan 
is an internal affair. 

“There is no intervention 
from Ethiopia or Eritrea or 
Uganda or Tanzania. The 
claims made by the Khar- 
toum regime are official 
lies ... The confrontations 
are between the people and 
the government,” Col. 
Garang said. 

The SPLA forms the 
backbone of the offensive 
in which all key opposition 
factions are taking part. 
Col. Garang said. 

“All seven factions 
grouped under the NDA 
umbrella are taking part in 
the battles” including mili- 
tants from the main opposi- 
tion National Democratic 
Alliance and Umma Party, 
“as well as forces from the 
Bija tribe and others.” 

“They are all Muslims 
and some are from the 
north and some from the 
south,” he said. 


“That is why Bashir and 
Tourabi’s call for a jihad 
fell through because you 
cannot declare a jihad 
against your own people,” 
he said. 

Mr. Tourabi and General 
Bashir have called for a 
general mobilisation and 
“jihad” (holy war) to face 
up to the offensive, which it 
has blamed on neighbour- 
ing Ethiopia and Eritrea. 

Col. Garang praised 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak — whose country 
is home for several 
Sudanese opposition fig- 
ures — for dismissing the 
Sudanese governments 
charges of foreign interfer- 
ence. 

“We appreciate this posi- 
tion which we consider" a 
correct reading of events in 
Sudan and it helps unity in 
our country,” he said. 

“I don’t see a reason for 
any Arab country to back 
Bashir and Tourabi. I 
believe that this support 
should be given to us to 
help protect our country's 
unity,” he told AI HayaL 

“They (Bashir and Toura- 
bi) are crying to break up 
Sudan's unity ... and they 
are using Islam, sa>ing it is 
in danger. We consider 
Islam essential in our coun- 
try and are attached to it,” 
Col. Garang said. 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Tourabi, meanwhile, told 
AJ Hayai that Sudan “could 
review the straregy of its 
foreign relations in light of 
developments on the coun- 
try's eastern border.” He 
did not elaborate. 


Accords strictly economic — Muasher 


(Continued from page 1) 
was an achievement for Jor- 
dan in that international oil 
price was around $24 per bar- 
rel and that Iraq was raising 
the amount of free oil to the 
Kingdom by $50 million. 

More significantly, he 
pointed out, it was for the first 
time that Iraq had actually 
started repaying its $1.3 bil- 
lion debt to the Kingdom by 
agreeing to adjust $70 million 
in oil supplies against the 
dues. 

Dr. Muasher also noted that 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz, during a visit to 
Jordan this month, publicly 
acknowledged -the debt^and 
. committed to settle them. 

No information on 
missing passports 

On another Iraq-related 
issue, Dr. Muasher confirmed 
that the government was 
informed by Baghdad of the 


arrests of two people in con- 
nection with the murder of a 
Jordanian embassy driver in 
November. 

But, he said, the govern- 
ment was still wailing for 
official information' from Iraq 
on the fate of 250 Jordanian 
passports that were robbed 
from the driver. 

A report carried by the offi- 
cial Iraqi News Agency 
(IN A) this month said a Jor- 
danian and a Saudi, both of 
them described as drug smug- 
glers. were arrested in con- 
nection with the killing and a 
third suspect, a Syrian, was 
being sought. 

The report made no men- 
tion of the missing passports 
that the embassy driver was 
carrying to the Jordanian 
embassy in Baghdad when he 
was apparently waylaid and 
killed between the border 
crossing and the Iraqi capital. 


Syria: Israel adopting 
obstinate position 


(Continued from page 1) 

ton’s new administration is 
in place the United States 
will play an essential role in 
these discussions," Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

“We also have a lot of 
work to do in Lebanon. We 
have a common interest in 
reducing tensions.” he said, 
referring to Syria’s role as 
the main power-broker in 
Lebanon where ir has 
35,000 troops. 

Despite Mr. Netanyahu's 
apparent optimism, the 
official Syrian press on 
Sunday attacked the 
Hebron accord between 
Israel and the Palestinians, 
describing the deal as a 
“time-bomb” for the West 
Bank city’s Arab residents. 

"The inhabitants of 
Hebron live in permanent 
fear because of the pres- 
ence of 400 settlers, guard- 
ed by the Israeli army, who 
are among the most 
extremisr Jews and who 
nurture feelings of hatred 
against Arabs,” said Tishrin 
newspaper. 

A senior Israeli official 
predicted Monday in a rare 
interview with a Kuwaiti 
newspaper Israel will break 
the deadlock in peace talks 
with Syria and Lebanon 
following its landmark 
accord on Hebron. 

The Israeli troop rede- 
ployment in Hebron has 
boosted chances for restart- 
ing Israel’s stalled talks 
with Syria and Lebanon, 
Uri Lubrani told AI Rai AI 
Aam at his Tel Aviv office. 

“After the Israeli rede- 
ployment from the town of 
Hebron and the progress on 
the Palestinian track, there 
will be similar progress 
concerning the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks,” said Mr. 
Lubrani, Israel’s coordina- 
tor for Lebanese affairs. 

Mr. Lubrani also reaf- 
firmed Israel’s position not 


to withdraw from the 
strategic Golan Heights, 
which he said, “is the main 
issue and the centre of rhe 
conflict with Syria” and 
which Israel holds for 
“security reasons.” 

Syria insists that any 
peace deal with the Jewish 
state must include the 
return of the Golan, and 
points to an earlier 
unsigned agreement with 
the previous Labour gov- 
ernment in Israel agreeing 
to give up the plateau. 

Mr. Lubrani also said 
Israel would not withdraw 
from its “security zone” in 
South Lebanon “before 
reaching a guaranteed secu- 
rity arrangement.” adding 
that this will be a .“political 
and not military" (decision. 

Israel “has no intention to 
start a war. I don’t believe 
that anyone in Israel. Syria 
or Lebanon wants to make 
war despite recent state- 
ments on such a possibili- 
ty.” he said. 

Mr. Lubrani denied 
charges from Damascus 
that Israel was behind the 
bombing of a Syrian bus on 
Dec. 31 that killed 13 peo- 
ple. “It is natural that Syria 
accuses Israel, who else 
will it accuse?” Mr. 
Lubrani told the Kuwaiti 
daily. 

“Frankly, we did not have 
a part in this incident. 1 
would be surprised if Syria 
accused somebody other 
than Israel." 

Kuwait says it will nor- 
malise ties with Israel once 
the Jewish state makes 
peace with Syria and 
Lebanon, following its 
autonomy accords with the 
Palestinians and peace 
treaties with Jordan and 
Egypt 

The only Gulf Arab states 
to have begun normalising 
ties with Israel are Qatar 
and Oman. 


Randa Habib’s 

= corner 
Is Jordan 

investment friendly ? 


JORDAN IS a real model of a country thar encourages 
investment. Officials at all levels do no cease to claim 
thar everything is being done to bring in businessmen 
and make life easy and attractive to investors. And this 
must be true since they are saying it loudly and firmly. 
Well, anyway, have you ever heard of businessmen 
complaining of red tape and complicated rules and reg- 
ulations that make their life impossible? Well if you do. 
you can tell them that they are spoiled and unfair. 

Take the following example: this rich Saudi business- 
man sought, a year ago. to buy the Jordan Studios Co. 
which is facing financial difficulties, with estimated 
losses of JD 8 million. The company is 75 per cent gov- 
ernment owned and 25 per cent owned by the private 
sector. 

The Saudi businessmen won the tender, as he present- 
ed the best offer, and expressed the intention to invest 
$15 million to get the company back on its feet and 
employ 300 persons. 

Tlie story should have ended here, hut it would have 
been too easy. So in order to make things as complicat- 
ed as they should be. one of the shiueholders from the 
private sector had the great idea to go to court and con- 
test the sale. The fact that he only owned 25.000 shares 
out of 10 million shares and that perhaps he did not 
have the proper arguments to back his claim in court 
were irrelevant; the court ordered a freeze on the trans- 
action pending further studies. 

So the Saudi businessman got this crazy idea that Jor- 
dan may not be, after all. the right place for investment. 
Instead, he bought a studio in Beirut and another one in 
Cairo. 

Talk of spoiled people? Couldn’t the man wait for the 
court to issue a verdict, in two or three years’ time, 
before going ahead with his project? Believe me. we 
can really do without this type of investors. 


Millennium 
celebrations planned 
a year too early 


LONDON (R) — When the 
clock strikes midnight on 
Dec. 31. J999. billions of 
people around the world 
will celebrate the dawn of 
a new millennium — a year 
too early. 

As the champagne flows 
and kisses mark the start of 
the new age, the revellers 
will actually be welcoming 
the last year of the present 
millennium, not the first 
year of the next. 

The start of the new mil- 
lennium is January 1 . 200 1 , 
and not the year 2000, 
according to researchers at 
the Royal Greenwich 
Observatory in Cambridge, 
England. 

“The year 2000 AD will 
certainly be celebrated, as 
is natural for a year with 
such a round number. But, 
accurately speaking, we 
will be celebrating the 
2000th year or the last year 
of the millennium, not the 
start of the new millenni- 
um,” they said in a state- 
ment 

The confusion dates back 
almost 250 years with the 
adoption of the Gregorian 
calendar and arises from 
the transition from the 
years BC to AD by the ven- 
erable Bede, a seventh cen- 
tury theologian and histori- 
an who adopted anno domi- 
ni to mark the passing of 
the years from the birth of 
Christ 

"Unfortunately rhe 
sequence of years going 
from BC to AD does not 
include a year 0. The 
sequence of years runs 3 
BC. 2 BC. i BC. 1 AD, 2 
AD..This means that the 
first year of the first millen- 
nium was 1 AD,” the 
researchers said. 

“The one thousandth year 
was 1000 AD and the first 
day of the second millenni- 
um was 1001 AD. It is thus 
clear that the start of the 
new millennium will be 
Jan. 1,2001.” 

Dr. Margaret Pension said 
the observatory was so 
inundated with requests to 
explain the confusion over 
the millennium that they 
had felt compelled to issue 
the statement 

If nothing else it could be 
a good excuse for two cele- 
brations to mark the millen- 
nium instead of just one — 
music to the ears of organ- 
isers promoting gala 
international events. 

“It’s really immaterial 
when we celebrate, or 
whether we celebrate once 
or twice. People will just 
want to celebrate the 
change from 1 to 2 ” she 


said. 

In additon to the doubts 
about when, a controversy 
is also brewing about 
where the millennium will 
begin — the exact spot on 
the globe where the dawn 
will rise on the next 1.000 
years. 

‘There are people going 
crazy to know when the 
millennium will begin or 
whether it will start on the 
international dateline," 
added Dr. Penston. 

One man who is quite 
certain is Norris 
Me Whiner, a co- founder 
with his twin brother of the 
Guinness Book of Records. 
He left his lucrative pub- 
lishing business recently 
and is hoping to comer the 
market on the first sighting. 

As chairman of the Mil- 
lennium Adventure Com- 
pany he has signed up a 
farmer who has the highest 
hill on Pitt Island, one of 
New Zealand's Catham 
Islands, which he says “will 
be the first terrestrial, 
accessible and populated 
place to usher in the next 
1 .000 years.” 

From Ken Launauze’s 
Hill an array of television 
cameras will vie to catch 
the magic moment. 

But according to Green- 
wich Observatory calcula- 
tions, Balleny Island in 
Antarctica where the sun is 
below' the horizon for less 
than one hour, will have the 
first sunrise in the year 
2000 . 

Caroline Island, pan of 
the Republic of Kiribati in 
the South Pacific, will be 
next with Pin Island trail- 
ing behind in fourth posi- 
tion. 

With the date and loca- 
tion of the millennium sort- 
ed out. Greenwich Obser- 
vatory, determined not to 
leave any stone unturned, 
settled the only other 
remaining question about 
the year 2000. Will it be a 
leap year? 

“In 1582 the Georgian 
calendar was instituted.” 
said Greenwich. “It 
changed the rule for deter- 
mining whether a year 
should be a leap year by 
staling that century (or mil- 
lennium) years should only 
be leap years if they were 
divisible by 400." 

So yes. it is. 
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Mubarak expects 
large capital 
inflows to Egypt 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
ha.\ toiU his government to 
prepare for an increase of 

SI. 5 billion to S2.0 billion a 
year in capital inflow from 
abroad, government news- 
papers said Monday. 

President Mubarak was 
speaking Sunday at a meet- 
ing of the Egyptian side of 
the L r .S. Egyptian Presi- 
dents’ Council, a private - 
sector consultative group. 
Government ministers also 
ti>ok pun. 

The meeting discussed 
the implications of the sov- 
ereign rating for Egypt 
announced by Standard and 
Poor's last week, a rating 
seen in Egypt as highly 
complimentary. 

"He (Mubarak) reviewed 
the effects the rating would 
have on attracting capital 
and strengthening the abili- 
ty of the Egyptian econo- 
inv...io receive this increase 
and manage it efficiently. 
Cash inflows to Egypt after 
this report are expected to 
increase by between Sli 
billion and S2 billion a 
year." the papers said, quot- 
ing government spokesman 
Sufwat Al-Sherif. 

Direct investment in 
Egypt amounted to $2.0 
billion last year, on top of 
portfolio investment of 
$600 mil ion to $700 mil- 
lion. Junior Minister 
Youssef Boutros-Ghali said 
lust month. 

Foreign institutions are 
now investing large 
amounts in the Egyptian 


fixed-income market 
because of the high yields 
and low expectations of 
devaluation. 

President Mubarak said 
the inflows would require 
"a qualitative leap in 
Egyptian financial and 

monetary policies” but 

details were not given. 

Meanwhile, government 
press has recently reported 
that Egypt approved nearly 
1,500 investment projects 
worth more than S7 billion 
between January and 

November of last year. 

Ibrahim Fawzi. head of 
the General Investment 
Authority, said the 1,492 
projects were worth a total 
of 24 billion pounds ($7.08 
billion) and represented a 
53 per cent increase over 
the same period in 1 995. 

He added that the projects 
were expected to provide 
jobs for 152,000 people. 

Arab, foreign and Egypt- 
ian investment capital for 
that same period stood at 
around 12.3 billion pounds 
(about $3.6 billion), Mr. 
Fawzi said. 

Most of the projects 
approved between Jan. 1 
and the end of November 
1995 involved the industrial 
sector. Mr. Fawzi said. 

Egypt launched a privati- 
sation programme five 
years ago under the spon- 
sorship of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), but 
liberalisation of the econo- 
my did not really take off 
until this year. 


Iran expects $18b 
from oil exports 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
expects to earn around 
SIS billion from crude oil 


expons during the year 

\$3.f 

ion during 
the previous year. Oil 


beginning in March, $3.5 
billion more than durinj 


Minister Gholamreza 
Aghazudeh has said. 

Newspapers quoted Mr. 
Aghazadch us saying dur- 
ing a budget debate in par- 
liament that the average 
price for Iranian crude In 
the year starting on March 


20, 1997 was expected to 
be around $17.50 a bar- 
rel. 

“We expect to export 
more than 2.5 million bar- 
rels a day at an average 
price of S 17.50 a barrel" 
he said- 

Iranian crude has 
fetched an average S22.50 
a barrel recently because 
of the particularly cold 
winter in Europe and 
North America. 


OPEC revenues reportedly surged by 22.6% in 1996 


PARIS (AFP) — The rising 
price of oil and petroleum 
products pushed OPEC’s 
aggregate revenues up by 
22.6 per cent Iasi year to 
S 170.5 billion, the highest 
for 14 years, the publication 
Petrostrategies reported 
Monday. 

The combined output of 
crude oil by the organisa- 
tion’s II members reached 
its highest level for 16 
years, an average of 25.S4 
million barrels per 

day (bpd), the publication 
said, but higher export vol- 
umes accounted for only a 
small proportion of the rise 
in income. 

Sales by Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s leading exporter of 
crude, edged up by barely 
1 00.000 barrels a day to 8. 1 
million bpd. while the king- 
dom's revenues increased 
by 1S.7 per cent to $56.9 
billion. It said. 


The only Latin American 
member of the Organisation 
of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). 

Venezuela recorded the 
largest rise in revenue, up 
50.9 per cent to SI 9.2 bil- 
lion last year. 

Its sales of crude oil 
meanwhile rose from 2.38 
million bpd to 2.8 million 
bpd, placing Venezuela sec- 
ond behind Saudi Arabia in 
the export stakes. 

OPEC's combined crude 
exports were up 3.3 per 
cent on the previous year. 

Meanwhile, the Inter- 
national Energy Agency 
(IEA) revised downwards 
by 0.1 million barrels per 
day its estimates of world 
demand for oil in 1996 and 
1997. 

The agency said in a 
report that real demand in 
1996 would show an 
increase of 1.6 million bar- 


rels to 71.7 million barrels 
and in 1997 of 1.8 million 
barrels per day to 73.6 mil- 
lion barrels. 

The agency reduced its 
forecast of demand in the 
fourth quarter of last year 
by 0.3 million barrels per 
day to 73.6 million barrels 
because consumption in the 
former Soviet Union had 
been less than expected. 

It also revised downwards 
its estimate of supplies 
from countries outside 
OPEC to 44.6 million bar- 
rels per day from 44.9 mil- 
lion barrels but said that 
supply would increase to 
45.6 million bands in the 
first quarter of 1997. 

The agenev increased its 


estimate of demand for oil 
from OPEC countries and 
from stocks in the fourth 
quarter by 0.1 million bar- 
rels per day to 26.3 million 
barrels. 

The agency revised down- 
wards its estimate of 
demand for OPEC oil in 
1997 by 0.2 million barrels 
per day to 25 million bar- 
rels per day but said that 
demand in the first quarter 
would amount to 26.1 mil- 
lion barrels. 

World supplies had risen 
by 1.3 million barrels in 
December to 74.7 million 
barrels. Output by OPEC 
countries had increased by 
460,000 barrels to 26.6 mil- 
lion barrels per day, of 


which 310.000 barrels per 
day had come from Iraq. 

The rest of the increase of 
560,000 barrels per day 
originated from countries in 
the Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), and 
from other non-OPEC 
countries such as Mexico 
and China, which had pro- 
vided 260,000 barrels per 
day. 

Industrial stocks held in 
OECD countries had 
declined at a rate of 0.6 mil- 
lion barrels per day. in 
November. At the end of the 
month they were 78 million 
barrels or 3.0 per cent less 
than at the same time in 
1995. 


Saudis rule out foreign 
borrowing to finance deficit 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia will not seek loans 
from abroad again but will 
continue to ~ resort to 
domestic borrowing to 
finance its budget deficit, 
its finance and national 
economy minister said. 

Ibrahim AI Assaf, inter- 
viewed on state-run Saudi 
Television said the 
world's biggest oil pro- 
ducer and exporter would 
again issue bonds for 
banks and other local 
investors to shore up the 
shortfall. 

“We will continue to 
work in the same direction 
that we have followed 
over the past few years. 
Borrowing will be con- 
fined to the domestic mar- 
ket as this will benefit the 
local banking sector and 
other investors." he said. 

“There are instructions 
from ... King Fahd that we 
avoid foreign borrowing 
and restrict it to issuing 
government bonds. We 
have drawn up a formula 
which is that expenditure 
should not increase so 
much as to lead to an 
accumulation of debt on 
the state and an increase 
in the servicing of such 
debts." he added. 

Saudi Arabia was forced 
to borrow from the 
international market for 
the first time five years 
ago to finance u U.S.- 
dominated coalition that 
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ACROSS 
^ Emoters 
5 Sustenance for 
me diet 
conscious 
1 0 Eden outcast 
t-i Chemical 
compound 
’ 5 White poplar 
iG Attract 
17 Celebes ox 
if fiidpes 
i? Laws 

20 Some dances 

23 Barbie’s tnend 

24 Pipe titling 

25 Vex 

27 Sea eagles 

30 Aware of 

31 Church 
instrument 

35 Effortless 
37 Record 

40 Place of lodging 

41 Greek letter 

42 Uncle Millie 

43 Surmounting 

44 Make muddy 

45 Zeal 

46 Parched 

4S Post on a ship’s 
dock 

50 Mosi perceptive 
53 Place of todamg 
5S TVs Jiliian 
59 Fencing material 
62 Fret 

64 Final words 
55 Dutch treat 

66 Mild expletive 

67 Martinique 
volcano 

65 Computer 
todder 

65 Places of reiuqe 

70 — Park. CO 

71 NC colleae 
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by Alan Olschwang 


DOWN 

Qualifying 

events 

Undo a knot? 
Mary Tyler — 
Quell the thirst 
Finn’s friend 
Assist 

7 Shakespearean 
km a 


6 Divide into 
shares 
9 Raze 

10 Chicken — king 

1 1 Muddy ground 
cover 

t2 Russian 
cooperative 

13 Intermediate, in 
law 

21 Omni offering 

22 Ario to Woody 

26 Express out loud 

26 Pianist Peter 

29 Indian address 

31 Mouths 

32 Waste away 

33 Part of a desk 
lamp 

34 Quivering 

36 Songs for one 

38 Arafat's org. 

39 Always in poesy 

42 — Rouge 

44 Give new form 
to 



CiWTTnourw Marta Services ine 
Afl ngfrts reserved 


47 Type Of room 

49 Dissertations 

50 Buckwheat treat 

51 Sign on a door 

52 Requirement for 
ID 

54 Malmo madame 


55 Of ebb and flow 

56 Muse of poetry 

57 Geneva's lake 

60 Prehislonc ax 

61 Leg joint 

63 Time periods: 
abbr. 


ejected Iraqi invasion 
forces from Kuwait in 
early 1991. 

It repaid the last instal- 
ment of those loans last 
year but is still saddled 
with large debt to local 
contractors and farmers. 

The kingdom issues bil- 
lions of dollars worth of 
bonds every year to 
finance the budget deficit, 
which has persisted since 
oil weakened in the mid- 
1980s. 

Speaking about the 1997 
budget. Mr. Assaf said it 
would include large 
investment to ensure high 
growth rates. He cited the 
1996 growth rate of 8.6 
per cent, which is far 
higher than the 3.8 per 
cent rate targetted in the 
kingdom’s 1995-1999 
development plan. 

Mr. Assaf put the actual 
budget deficit in 1996 at 
17— billion— Saudi riyals 
($4.5 billion), lower than 
the projected shortfall of 
$4.9 billion. This was due 
to a surge in revenues to 
177 billion riyals ($47.2 
billion) from the forecast 
$35.1 billion. The 
increase was caused by a 
rise of nearly $3 in crude 
prices in 1996 over 1995. 

Bankers had expected 
the 1996 deficit to be 
sharply lower. But the 
kingdom has again over- 
shot spending to 194 bil- 
lion riyals ($51.7 billion) 
from the projected $40 
billion. 
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Mainr Currencies & Cross Rules 


Prices as at 20/01/97 20:08 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


Enerfti 


* JOD Cross Rates 








ColTcc (c/llw) 

128.83 

Spill 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

Cocoa (S/run) 

1360 

Spirt 


CB Sterillng '- - 

1.1788- 


Sugar (S/ton) 

303- 

Spirt 


DE Mark 

0.4358 

0.438 

Wheat (S/taft) 

135 

SjhJt 


CH Franc 

0.5032 

0-5057 

Suva (c/lbij 

22.74 

Spirt 


FR Franc 

0.1293 

0.1299 

Tea (>tg/ks{j 

115 

■ Spot 


JP Yen- V- ■ 

,0.6009:' 

CL603? 

Bark-}' (S/bsh) 

2JZ2 

KjhiI 


NL Guilder 

0-388 

0.3899 

Rice (S/ton) 

470 

■Spot 


IT Lira 

0.4493. 

0.4515 


Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 


Peanuts 


YES, 5IR.. IS THIS 
WHERE 4t)U'RE SELLING 
ATHLETE'S AUTOGRAPHS? 

1 D LIRE A BA5EBALL 
WITH J0ESHIAB07NIKS 
AUTOGRAPH.. WHO 15 HE? 
HE'S MY HERO} 




IS HE HERE? WELL. 
JUST ASK HIM TO 
SIGN A BALL, AND 
I'LL PAY FOR IT.. 



I USED TO HAVE A 
LASSIE DOG DISH, 
BUT SHE NEVER 
SIGNED IT.. 

hsr 



Andy Capp 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


TWENTY 
SECOND 
qayo- 
. MAY/ B 


HEX NOW I 
CAN GST OUT | 
My BERMUDA 
s4oq.ts an’ 
pa pet 



I DEDUCE yOU 
A3= &UIL 
WEARlNG 
YOUR. WINTER 

underwear: 


I AM?’ 
HOW 
DID 
vou 

KNOW?! 





HS1 

mm 



WP 





US Dollar 


1.6247 

0.6025 

1.4114 

118.03 

1.3365 

1573.90 

18250 

5.4798 

DE Mark : 

0.6155 

- 

0.3705 

0.8686 

72.65 

0.8223 

968.32 

1.1234 

3-3725 

CB Sterlllng 

1.6598 

2.7005 

. 

2.3423 

195.96 

2.2183 

2612.36 

3.0291 

9.0954 

CH Franc 

0.7085 

115.03 

0.4263 

. 

83.61 

0.9464 

1114.50 

129.26 

3.8798 

JP Yen 

0.0085 

1.3751 

0.5097 

1.1946 

. 

1.1 3T2 

13.32 

154.49 

4.6388 

CA Dollar 

0.7482 

1.2148 

0.4504 

1.0558 

1.13 

- 

1177.03 

■lies? 

•amt 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0318 

0.3826 

0.0897 

1335.29 

0.8490 

- 

11.59 

3.4603 

. Nt’Gnlldtir; 

0-5479 

88.96 

0.3297 

77.32 

64.63 

0.7318 

861.70 


;i%99: 

FR Franc 

0.1825 

0.2964 

0.1099 

25.7611 

21-52 

0.2439 

33.31 

338100 

- 1 





wm 



RT3S 

Brent 

23.35 

23.25 


SA Rival 

0.2666 

0.4334 

0.16065 

0.37656 

31.499 

W. T (W 

25.10 

25.35 


AE Dirham 

0J2723 

0.44256 

0.16404 

0JJ8A51 

32.1647 

Buny 

23.35 

23.25 


KW Dinar 

3.3212 

5.39957 

2.0006 

4.69043 

392.311 

Dubai 

20-29 

20.81 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.3122 

1.59821 

3.74532 

313J81 

UL Gtu 

205.00 

205.00 


CY Pound 

2.053 

3.3341 

1.2362 

2.8976 

242J16 








iKol 




Cold (oz’s) 

353.7 

354.2 


mm 



Sllrcr («*») 

i 4.73 

4.75 


USD 

5.32 

5.56 

5.71 

5.75 

5.90 

Platinum (az'i) 

358.5 

3595 


GBP 

6.03 

6.19 

6.25 



AL(3 Month*) 

1623 

1625 


JPY 

0.37 

0.50 

050 

0.35 

0.36 

CU (3 Months) 

2269 

22716 


DEM 

3.10 

3.06 

3.00 

3,05. j 


Zinc p' Months) 

1150 

1152 


FRF 

3.22 

3.18 

3.17 

3.18 

3.17 

Lead (3 Months) 

724 

725 


C'HF 

1.75 

1.75 

1.75 

1.68 

1.84. 

NI (3 Months) 

7350 

7370 


ITL 

7.34 

7.01 

6.72 

6.44 

6.29 

MII'IEISIM 


jij ni| ! ii 


ispi 



NcwYurk 

DOW JONES 

6812-32 

-20.78 

-0.3 

6849.26 

6808.08 

6833.1 

Ncnyork 

SAP 500 

774.99 

-1.18 

-0.15 

777.13 

774.19 

V 75 YT 

London 

FT-SE HIO 

4194 

-13.7 

-0.33 

4Z17.5 

4184.7 

4207.7 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE 325 

17480.34 

-609.7 

-3.37 

18108.6 

17237.3 

18090. 

Paris 

CAC 4H 

2406.1 

-19 

-0.76 

2438.5 

2405.07 

2425.1 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

3030.88 

29.31 

0.98 

3031 .56 

3016.41 

3001 .37 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR TUESDAY . 
JANUARY 21, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You must use 
more tact and wisdom 
when planning your day 
today because you’re wor- 
ried about something. Be 
thoughtful of your mate 
later this evening and gain 
much support from the! 
attention. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Attempt to 
remove obstacles from 
your path today rather than 
trying to hurdle them. 
Avoid a friend who is too 
nosy and wants to get 
involved in private mat- 
ters, there may be ulterior 
motives at work. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 1 
June 21) Carefully consid- 
er your credit and career] 
situations this morning 
This will be a good day, 
today to ask favours ofi 
friends or important peo- 
ple. You’ll probably not] 
get turned down for assis- 
tance. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Con- 
sider the possibility of get- 
ting into a new and possi- 
bly quite lucrative business 
venture which has come in 
your direction. Reappraise 
a newcomer today before 
accepting this person into, 
your confidence for career 
activities. 

LEO: (July 22 to Augustl 
2 1 ) Relent your usual stub- 
bornness and do your mate 
wants today, even though 
lyou don’t especially like 
the activity. Carefully laierl 
this evening review yourj 
financial situation to deter- 
mine if you have sufficient 
funds. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) A public 
matter is not'woririhg out 
as you’d like today, how- 
lever. take this situation in 1 
stride and everything will 
work out: • .DonV let'- a 
grumpy feiiow - associate 
(disturb your- thoughts and 
reduce you being success- 
ful. 

EBRA: (September 23 to 1 
October 22) Set up a better] 
budget today to follow at 
home so there will be 
funds for the lean times 
Discuss how to make 
fprodilQt more faster with 
the assistance of a clever 
business associate. Be very 
careful while driving 
tonight. 

ISCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Cut con- 
versations down to a mini- 
mum today with fellow 
associates, so that you can 
|get much accomplished in 
your career activities. If! 
your mate is upset Jater| 
tins evening, be kind and 
show him or her of your] 
concerned. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Be sure that your home is 
in good condition' today, 
jthen enjoy an inexpensive' 
'entertainment with close 
friends. Be tactful with ai 
family friend later this 
'evening and so that you are 
concern with his or her] 
feelings. 

CAPRICORN: (Decern- 1 
her 22 to January 20) Post- 
pone a little trip you had 
planned today, and work; 
on necessary home repairs 
instead. Your communica- 
tion skills are not up to pari 
at this time, so don’t dis- 
agree with fellow associ- 
ates or close friends. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Safeguard 
your property and posses- 
sions during the dav today, 
and do not visit a friend 
this evening. Set up a bet- 
ter budget so you can have 
extra funds. Use much care 
in motion, especially while 
on the highway. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You may feel 
stifled and irritable today 
because things are not 
working as rapidly as 
you’d like. Keep a mea- 
sured pace with your] 
career activities and all 
will be fine. Be contempla- 
tive in your course of| 
action. 

Birthstone of January: 
Garnet — Rose Quartz. 
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Prices of vegetables 
and fruits decline 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Supply Mon- 
day announced that the 
prices of vegetables and 
fruits in Jordan registered 
a. drop in the first week 
of Ramadan which start- 
ed 11 days ago. 

At the same time;, a 
ministry spokesman said 
that there has been an 
increase in the number of 
fines imposed on green 
grocers and other mer- 
chants during the same 
period for violating the 
ministry’s rules. He 
indicated that in the first 
week of Ramadan, min- 
istry. inspectors issued 
701 tickets to merchants 
of whom 296 were the 
Amman area. 

The spokesman said 
that the ministry’s depart- 
ments in the other gover- 
norates received 198 com- 
plaints about prices and 
the quality of products 
and the concerned offi- 
cials have dealt with 
these matters.on the spot. 

According to the 
spokesman the local mar- 
kets have sufficient stores 
of imported fresh meat as 
well as frozen meat 
which is sold at govern- 
ment - set price. 

The first week of 
Ramadan witnessed the 
beginning of the solution 
of the problem of poultry 
meat which emerged just 
before the beginning of 


the Holy Month said the 
spokesman noting that 
sufficient amounts of 
poultry meat is now avail- 
able in the local markets 
and sold at prices fixed 
by the ministry. 

Referring to the wheat 
prices, he said that as 
these dropped at the 
international markets and 
the ministry decided to 
lower the prices of bread 
in Jordan. He added that 
since the. start of the 
month. of Ramadan fewer 
complaints about bread 
have - reached the min- 
istry. 

The spokesman said 
that olive oii and lentils* 
which were in short sup- 
ply in the market before 
Ramadan, are now avail- 
able in sufficient quanti- 
ties and sold at ministry- 
set prices. 

A kilogramme of 
qatayef sells for 400 to 
500 fils and in certain 
stores the price reaches 
850 fils, according to the 
spokesman who noted 
that it is up to the con- 
sumers . to pick their 
choice since qatayef is , 
not listed in the Ministry 
of Supply’s set of prices. 


Daily 


Beat 


review i of news from l£e CTLra&ic press 


55 foreign institutions, 
funds have investments 
at the AFM 

I ^'ACCORDING TO Wahib Shair, the director 
general of ■the' 1 stock exchaaigg-iqTo w p -^T’ti i e- 
1 ‘Asm^^Financial Market ( 
foreign institutions and funds have investments in 
Jordan’s stock market. Most of these institutions 
and funds, which have recently entered the King- 
dom, are European and American, Mr. Shair said. 
He indicated that 19 non- Jordanian institutions 
invested at the AFM last year compared to only 
nine institutions in 1995. 

Mr. Shair estimated the total volume of non-Jor- 
danian trading at the AMF to be around JD44 mil- 
lion of which about JD26.5 million in purchasing 
transactions and less than JD1 8 million in selling 
deals. The AFM director further ejrolained that if 
both. the regular and parallel markets are to be 
taken into consideration, the trading volume by 
non-Jordanians accounted for 18 per cent of the 
total. This percentage represented JD29 million 
for Arab nationals and companies and JD15 mil- 
lion for foreigners. 

The AFM chief said most of the deals involving 
non- Jordanians were conducted. during the last 
quarter of 1996 as the volume iii this period 
accounted for 40 per cent of their trading. Mr. 
Shair estimated foreign purchases of Jordanian 
shares during the last month of 1996 at JD4 mil- 
lion. 

Jalil Tarif, the AFM deputy director said the vol- 
ume of shares available for foreign investment 
amounts to 20 per cent of the total value of shares 
listed at the stock exchange. He indicated that 
recently some Asian investors, especially Japan- 
ese, have started to enter the AFM. 

Among other entities that have showed interest 
in the Jordanian stock market was the Union Bank 
of Switzerland which offered promoting world- 
wide the shares of eight public snareholding com- 

S anies. Mr. Shair said the bank also proposed 
oldine an. international conference in London to 
highlight and promote investment in Jordan. He 
indicated that more than one bank has submitted { 
similar ideas (A1 Aswaq). : 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MJk* Alston 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, January 21, 1997 


Unacrantt* th«* tour Junbtas, 
ona letter to each square, to form 
lour onflrauy words. 

LAS I A I 


OVEEK 


ULASTE 


NAWDDE 


Anwwr: 


ftatanfcy* 


THE VETERAN CHEF 
KNEW WHEN TD 
USE SPICES BE- 
CAUSE HE WAS THIS. 

Now Hirange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by lha above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Juries: JUROR GAIIY VIABLE BOUNCE 
Answer. Those long shift* can be this to o« womans - 
VERY BORING 


UAE seen as 
potentially 
another 
Hong Kong 

DUBAI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates could 
become another Hong Kong 
or Singapwe but first it 
needs to build financial ser- 
vices and develop a fiscal 
strategy, a U.S. economist 
has said. 

“There is room for a 
major entrepot economy in 
the region... The most 
promising path to sustained 
high levels of income will 
come by achieving Dubai’s 
potential as the entrepot of 
the region,” said Jeffrey 
Sachs, director of the Har- 
vard Institute for 
International Development. 

Like the world’s most 
competitive economies Sin- 
gapore and Hong Kong, the 
UAE, of which Dubai is a 
member, had made remark- 
able progress to becoming a 
dynamic regional trading i 
hub, he ; said. I 

But the oil-rich state need- 
ed a more sophisticated 
financial sector to meet the 
demands of the fast-devel- 
oping region, Mr. Sachs told 
the ,annual Emirates 
international Forum. 

“The financial market 
development has not been 
able to achieve the full level 
of growth as has trade and 
tourism,” be said, adding 
the Gulf still relied largely 
. on London as its financial 
centre. 

“It seems clear this region 
needs an internationally 
integrated first-class stock 
exchange,” he said, adding 
Gulf markets were relative- 
ly illiquid and lacked 1 depth. 

One reason for Singapore 
and Hong Kong's success in 
achieving annual per capita 
’ incomes of around $30,000 
without significant natural 
resources was the “enor- 
mous syneigy” across sec- 
tors of the economy, includ- 
ing trade, tourism, educa- 
tion, financial services and 
financial management, Mr. 
Sachs said.. 

— -Bjui the core of the success . 
-^fan-e^epot-economy^was. - 
macro-economic stability 
“which means a broad, cre- 
ative, detailed fiscal strate- 
gy” he added. 

Maintenance of low tax 
rates and currency stability 
would help the UAE devel- 
op as an entrepot, but there 
was room for improving the 
management of risk, partic- 
ularly in the oil sector, Mr. 
Sachs said. 

There was also work 
needed on a more secure 
regulatory environment in 
die Gulf, laying down firm 
technical and physical infra- 
structure and developing 
human resources. 

Mr. Sachs has advised 
Russia, many Latin Ameri- 
can and East European 
nations on restructuring 
their economies. 


Saudi banks make record 1996 profits 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia’s commer- 
cial banks made record 

E rofits in 1996 as they 
enefited from a surge in 
the economy due to a 
sharp increase in oil 
prices, bankers and econo- 
mists said Monday. 

The Gulf kingdom’s 12 
commercial banks provid- 
ed more loans and credits 
to the government and the 
private'"sector, netted high- 
er return from their invest- 
ments, and cut provisions 
for bad loans, they said. 

“I do not know whether 
ail of them made high 
profits last year as most 
banks have not announced 
their results yet.” said 
Henry Azzam, chief econ- 
omist at the National 
Commercial Bank (NCB), 
the biggest bank in Saudi 
Arabia. 

“But the combined prof- 
its of the 12 banks were 
definitely higher than the 
1995 profits, he empha- 
sised. 

“This is because of an 
increase in tbeir lending 
activities, more earnings 
from investment, a decline 
in provision for bad loans, 
and lower costs due to the 
introduction of better teclK 
nology.” he told AFP by 
telephone. 

The banks in the world’s 
leading oil producer and 
exporter reported record 
profits of 5.55 billion 
($1.48 billion) in 1995 
because of higher loans, 
better income from invest- 
ment securities and lower 
administrative expenses. 

Most of the 12 banks 
have not yet issued their 
1996 balance sheets but 
bankers said inter-bank 
information showed they 
were generally better. 

Tlie NCB is expected to 
announce higher profits 
while Al Rajihi Bank, one 
of the biggest commercial 
banks in Saudi Arabia, is 
set to report record earn- 
ings of around 1.2 million 
riyals ($326 million), 
bankers said. 

Another key bank, the 
United Saudi Commercial 
"Bank, “ Miff "Sunday its 
~\ 996 profits grew by about 
10.5 per cent to 3403 mil- 
lion riyals ($90.7 million) 
from 307.8 million riyals 
($83.8 million) in 1995. 

Hie increase in oil prices 
has also positively affected 
the bank profits. 

“The increase brought 
additional liquidity to the 
government and allowed it 
to pay arrears to local con- 
tractors and suppliers. This 
enabled the banks to 
reduce provisions for bad 
loans,” Mr. Azzam said. 

“Another factor is that 
the oil price increase con- 
tributed to higher econom- 
ic growth rates and conse- 
quently more imports by 
the country. Naturally the 
banks benefited from 
financing those imports,” 
he pointed out 


Oil prices surged by 
more than $3 to around 
$20 dollars in 1996. their 
highest average since the 
end of the oil boom 13 
years ago. 

The rise brought the 
Saudi government more 
than $8 billion in surplus 
revenue and boosted 
growth to nearly eight per 
cent. 

Bankers said the private 
sector recorded higher 
growth rates in the second 
half of 19% due to the oil 
price rise and measures by 
the government to encour- 
age it to play a greater role 
in development as part of 
reforms. 

“It is natural for the 
banks to perform better in 


such a climate. Apart from 
the higher profits recorded 
by most of them last year, 
there was an overall 


growth in the banking sec- 
tor” a Riyadh-based 
banker said. 


ig sec- 
-based 


“Initial indications point 
to an increase in their 
combined loans and cred- 
its, customer deposits and 
total assets.” he indicated. 

Assets of the Saudi 
banks hit one of their high- 
est levels at the end of 
1995, when they stood at 
347.1 billion riyals ($92.5 
billion). Loans and credits 
totalled 151.6 billion 
riyals ($40.4 billion). 

Dealers said the strong 
performance had boosted 
the price of shares of the 


banks trading in the local 
market. This has con- 
tributed to a general 
upturn in the stock market 
in terms of turnover and 
capitalisation, they said. 

Meanwhile, U.S. agency 
Moody's Investors service 
said Saudi Arabia’s banks 
are generally stable but 
still somewhat vulnerable 
to the possibility of deteri- 
orating crude oil prices. 


prices. 


“The Saudi banians sys- 
tem is generally profitable, 
liquid and adequately cap- 
italised” Moody's said in 
its first report on Saudi 
banking. “The principal 
threat to Saudi banks lies 
in the possibility of a dete- 
rioration of the macro-eco- 


nomic environment” as the 
“economy's reliance on 
crude oil sales makes it 
particularly prone to 
upswings and down- 
swings, the agency indi- 
cated However, “the 
structure of the economy 
is now such that a 
boom/busi cycle on the 
scale seen in the 1 970s and 
1980s could not reoccur,” 
Moody's added. 

According to the Lon- 
don-based ~ Middle East 
Economic Digest 

(MEED), the record profit 
is due to the availability of 
low cost deposits and the 
protection that excludes 
new entranLs to the finan- 
cial system which reduces 
competition. 


y X NANC X JVX. MARKET . 

HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICK LIST TOR HONDA! 20/01/1997 



PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

D1V. 

NO. 

OP 

TRANS. 

261.000 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.0 

1.36 

15 

1.210 

.680 

MID-EAST INV.BK. 

77.5 

0.00 

66 

2.70D 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

5.2 

6.08 

1 

5. 250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BK. 

12. 5 

2.95 

5 

3.950 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

19.2 

0.00 

2 

1.090 

.880 

JOR. GULF BANK 

s. a 

7.22 

8 

3.900 

3.450 

ARAB JOR.IBV.BK. 

19.3 

0.00 

1 

4.1B0 

3.480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.9 

0.00 

7 

3.120 

1.730 

BEIT. AL-MAL (BEITNA) 

1.1 

8.57 

1 

5.230 

4.450 

ARAB BANKING CO. 

25.3 

0.00 

1 

' 1.450 

1.000 

PRHADEL.INV.8X. 

9 

0.00 

5 


CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICK 


256.50 1.00- 

1.18 .064- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 195.33 ■’CHG : -0.2-! 


113 135054 


JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.3 

7.36 

VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 

10.6 

5. S3 

ARAB 

INTL. HOTELS 

3 7.4 

2.92 

NATL. 

PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

JORDAN INTL. TRAD. 

31. 8 

0.00 

ARAB 

INTL. INV.EDUC. 

14.0 

5.63 

2ARKA 

EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

UNIFIED CO. 

11.3 

4.67 

UNION 

LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 111.33 7 CHG: -0.12 


3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.2 

2.98 

14 

4284 

14390 

3.36 

3.36 

_ 

6.000 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.6 

3-45 

2 

5500 

31900 

5.74 

5.80 

.06+ 

1D.4D0 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REF Z HART 

10.0 

B - 11 

6 

220 

2170 

9.86 

9.87 

.01 + 

1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

54.6 

0.00 

5 

800 

90S 

1.20 

1.23 

.03 + 

3.650 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGP- 

35.0 

0.00 

4 

762 

1981 

2.65 

2.60 

.05- 

4.730 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. HAKF. 

20.1 

5.46 

21 

5884 

21622 

3.67 

3.66 

.01- 

1 6.450 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

8.1 

3.85 

2 

300 

1910 

6.35 

6.50 

.15+ 

2.330 

1.S70 

JOR. PIPES MAHFCT. 

B- 9 

7.50 

6 

B60 

1376 

1.62 

1.60 

.02- 

7.350 

4.250 

DAP ALDAWA DV. INV. 

13.5 

4.04 

12 

.->592 

12948 

4.95 



5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 


0.33 

1 

250 

900 

3.60 

3-60 

" 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK E POULTRY 

■3 

0.00 

5 

6 150 

1565 

. 63 

. 62 

.01- 

1.440 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRP. 


0 . 49 

42 

36700 

44824 

1.18 

1.22 

.04* 

1.6B0 

1.180 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

■a 

0.00 

2 

15000 

18450 

1.23 

1.23 

- 

1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 


a . 82 

29 

19711 . 

13403 

.68 

.£9 

- 

1.580 

.930 

I NTERMED . FETRO- CHEM . 

9 

0.00 

T4 

5900 

l n 043 

1.11 

1.13 

.02 + 

1.240 

.670 

JOR. 5ULPHO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

2 

1000 

aco 

.79 


.01 + 

1.720 

l.OBO 

ARAB PHAPM.CHEH. 

27.7 

0.00 

50 

18000 

28247 

1.50 

1.48 

.02- 

3.190 

1.440 

UNIV. MODN . INDS. 

5.2 

11.63 

13 

4300 

7416 

1.72 

1.72 

“ 

1.930 

1.140 

JOR . I NDS . RESOURCES 

17.0 

0.00 

10 

6100 

B292 

1.37 

1.35 

.02- 

1.390 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

25.1 

0.00 

53 

46139 

44218 

.94 

.96 

.02+ 

2.460 

1.750 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

5 

10550 

19522 

1.85 

1.87 

.02+ 

1.3B0 

l.oafl 

INTL. TOBACCO 

30.6 

0.00 

39 

44750 

57998 

1.27 

1.30 

.03+ 

1.580 

.9*0- 

UNION CH. t VEG. 

25.6 

0.00 

43 

30450 

31651 

1.01 

1.04 

.03+ 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 115.69 ICHG: +0.48 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 153.30 ?CHG: +0.05 


571 435681 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MONDAY 


JOR. TRADE FAC. 

UNION 1NV. 50 * 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

AL- DAHL I YAH 75* 

JOR. INDS . HATCH- J EHCO 
ARAB FOOD G MED. 

ARAB INTL- INV.TRD. 
NATL. TEXTILE 
NATL. MULT. ENG. KAMI CO 
JORDAN STEEL 
ARAB ELECT. INDS. 
MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 
ONION TOBACCO 75* 
RAZI PHARM. 65* 

INDS. ENG. 

INDS. CERAMIC 
NATL. POULTRY 
MID. EAST COMPLEX 


GRAND TOTAL 


0.00 

16 

29250 

157B5 

.53 

.54 

.01* 

0.00 

a 

14500 

3190 

.72 

.72 

- 

0.00 

9 

12000 

5611 

.45 

.47 

.02* 

0.00 

1 

250 

10B 

.68 

.68 

- 

0.00 

23 

42600 

13272 

.30 

.31 

.01* 

0.00 

1 

BSO 

536 

.64 

.63 

.01- 

0.00 

3 

1800 

892 

.49 

.50 

.01+ 

0.00 

11 

6200 

3410 

.54 

.55 

.01+ 

0.00 

9 

18250 

9278 

.51 

.52 

.01* 

0.00 

6 

10950 

B322 

.76 

.76 

- 

0.00 

2 

1150 

S77 

.50 

.51 

.01* 

0.00 

6 

15100 

5642 

.62 

.63 

.01+ 

0.00 

3 

2400 

1896 

1.03 

1.04 

.01+ 

0.00 

2a 

50350 

14021 

.61 

.63 

.02+ 

0.00 

52 

89250 

41025 

.45 

.46 

.01+ 

0. 00 

1 

300 

343 

.80 

. 81 

.01+ 

0.00 

18 

17600 

13175 

.74 

.76 

.02+ 

0.00 

27 

81350 

54355 

.66 

.67 

.01 + 


224 

394150 

191335 





I : Haw 12 maatha high 
N i Llaead daring tbe pane 12 montho 
P : P/E rads La 100 or nwre 
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E : Earning ia aero or N/A for the most recent year 



World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold, 
A truJy unique shop. 


. ?** JokDAN Marketplace 


Outstanding designs. 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment In 
Shmeisani, second- floor; 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in A) Rabia 
area, third floor, 190sq.m. 

1 Abdjoun Real Estate 
j Tel: 810605 - 810609 
l Fax: 810520 ^ 


STUDIO HAIG 

P rofc Mi o m l QniMin 
1 Hour Service 

Develop youricolour film at 
<mr np and get> 

• JUMBO pkmtm 


■(ik\mv.;si.kuci;s 

iii \;i o; Hn s 
fTriUC HACKS 

HAiMf n \\<;l Si iu in:s 


SECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 

GASTRONOMY 





• Free •■Ier»e- 


FORYOUR 


Advertisement 


in 



Call tel 



Bank. Phon e; »» 

Swefiefa teU 823891 


crowm rcm 


- INDOOR HEATED 

SWIMMING POOL §j 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI &\UV 
MASSAGE 

- FITNESS ROOM Jj| 

-TENNIS & SQUASH W) 
COURTS Y ' 

TEL: 758180 
Radio 6 TV Station Rd. 






Fee RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


'Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
u Sushi 



ts FOR 
I RENT 

| i ii-il, \i' v i :i. is 


For details please oaH 

E 1 *: 


TO RDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - 67014T/4 
Ext. 223 


PIZZA GRANDE 

Tbe Ifcal JtaBap Taste - 

Gourmet ptZZfi . 
WctactiKviTyhBzk&eiacQU ; 

^ STUFFED P/ZZA 

n Tetm (Chtcaga Styh) 

> PANPIZZA 

Z (TNn-erTNekOwl) 'T 

5, rTAUAN SANDWICHES ^ 

rae Woer Inna Bj The Main Bract 


Supaatara W 

TeL 688 471 Ext 32 
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Olajuwon boosts Rockets over Bulls 



HOUSTON (Ri — Hakeem 
Olajuwon and llie Houston 
Rockets played like champi- 
ons Sunday, holding the 
Chicago Bulls scoreless for 
more than seven minutes in 
claiming a 102-S6 victory 
for their seventh win in 
eight games. 

Olajuwon had 52 points 
and 16 rebounds and the 
Houston Rockets held the 
Chicago Bulls scoreless for 
over seven minutes in a J 02- 
86 victory, their seventh in 
eight games. 

“I'm very' happy with the 
way it came out." Olajuwon 
said. "When you play 
against the champions, 
you've got to come out and 
play well. The team was 
focused in the locker room 
before the game. It was a 
war out there.” 

Playing without injured 
forward Charles Barkley, 
the Rockets held the Bulls 
to a meaningless basket 
over the final 7:12 and 
avenged a 24-point loss in 
Chicago eight days ago. The 
loss ended the Bulls' nine- 
game winning streak. 

The conference leaders 
split the season series and 
will not meet again unless 
ihev advance ro the NBA 


finals. Houston 131-9) and 
Chicago (34-5) have won 
the last six championships. 

Kevin Willis filled in for 
Barkley with a season-high 
20 points and eight 
rebounds. He took advan- 
tage of the absence of Bulls 
forward Dennis Rodman, 
the league’s rebound leader, 
who was suspended for at 
least 1 1 games for kicking a 

cameraman. 

Olajuwon shot I4-of-25 
from the field and added 
five blocks and four steals. 
He played the entire game 
without drinking any water, 
which is forbidden during 
daylight hours of the 
Muslim Holy month of 
Ramadan. 

“What Mr. Olajuwon did 
today, to play that well 
without drinking a drop of 
water during the game, was 
the most amazing thing I’ve 
ever seen in my life" 
Barkley said afterwards. 

Michael Jordan had 26 
points and a season-high 14 
rebounds for the Bulls, who 
had won their last four 
meetings with the rockets. 
Forwards Scottie Pippen 
and Toni Kukoc combined 
for just eight points on woe- 
ful 3 -of- 24 shooting. 


In Miami. Penny 
Hardaway scored 19 points 
and dished out six assists to 
lead the Orlando Magic to a 
99-87 victory over interstate 
rivals the Miami Heat. 

Dennis Scott and Nick 
Anderson each added 18 
points for the Magic, who 
finished their road trip 4- 1 . 
Orlando (16-19) made up 
for a 20-point loss to Miami 
t28- 1 1 ) last month, 

"We've shown glimpses, 
and if we have everyone 
healthy, we can beat anyone 
in the league,” said 
Hardaway. “Beating the 
Heat is a great victory for 
us." 

Voshon Lenard had 21 
points. while Alonzo 
Mourning, and PJ. Brown 
had 14 points and 11 
rebounds apiece for Miami. 

In Vancouver. rookie 
Shareef Abdur-Rahim 
scored 26 points and Blue 
Edwards added II of his 13 


in the fourth quarter as the 
Vancouver Grizzlies 
snapped a five-game losing 
streak by defeating their 
expansion rival Toronto 
Raptors 100-92. 

Anthony Peeler added 17 
points and George Lynch 
had 12 and 13 rebounds for 
the league-worst Grizzlies 
(8-32). 

At Indiana, Reggie Miller 
and Rik Smits scored 20 
points apiece os the Indiana 
Pacers built a 25-point 
third-quarter lead and hung 
on for a 111-107 victory 
over the Philadelphia 76ers. 
who dropped their 12th 
straight game. 

Derrick McKey added 17 
points for Indiana. 

Rookie Allen Iverson 
scored a career-high 37 
points, including 18 in the 
final period for the spi- 
ralling 76ers. who have lost 
22 of their 1st 23 games. 

In Los Angeles, Chris 


NBARESULTS 


Orlando 

99 

Miami 

87 

Houston 

102 

Chicago 

86 

Indiana 

111 

Philadelphia 

107 

Vancouver 

100 

Toronto 

92 

Cleveland 

107 

LA Clippers 

102 (2-OT) 


Mills hit consecutive three- 
pointers in the second over- 
time as the Cleveland 
Cavaliers snapped a six- 
game losing skid by trim- 
ming the Clippers 107-102. 

Bobby Phills scored 25 
points and Mark West added 
16 points and 14 rebounds 
for the Cavs. 

Vaught finished with 21 
points and II rebounds for 
the Clippers, who have 
dropped four straight after a 
season-high four-game win- 
ning streak. 

In Portland, Kenny 
Anderson scored 12 of his 
26 points in the fourth quar- 
ter, when the Portland Trail 
Blazers rallied past the Utah 
Jazz 102-96 for their eighth 
win in 10 games. 

Arvydas Sabonis scored 
22 points and Isaiah Rider 
added 21 for the blazers, 
whp trailed 76-69 entering 
the! final period. Portland 
has wins over quality teams 
such as Houston, Detroit, 
theses Angeles Lakers and 
Utah during its hot streak. 

Jeff Homacek scored 22 
points and Karl Malone 
added 17 for the Jazz, who 
had a three-game winning 
streak halted. 


Vialli 
happy 
to stay at 
Chelsea 


LONDON. tAFP) — 
Former Italian star 
Gianluca Vialli said here on 
Monday that rumours 
about him moving from 
premiership side Chelsea 
had been greatly exaggerat- 
ed. 

Vialli. who signed from 
Juventus in the summer, 
had been reported to be 
unhappy at being relegated 
io ihe substitute’s bench 
but dismissed those claims 
with a philosophical air. ' 

”1 am not at ail thinking 
of going away. What has 
happened has been blown 
out of all proportion 
because of a couple of 
phrases a week ago." Vialli 
said. 

"I believe it is best to 
remain... seated. As the 
Chinese proverb says 
"sealed on the banks of the 
river, waiting for things to 
change".” Vialli added. 

Chelsea manager Ruud 
Gullit had been upset by 
Vialli'*; criticism on Italian 
television of him and his 
management style. 

"It is not a particularly 
happy period for me.” 
Vialli had claimed. "Ruud 
Gullit has used ine very lit- 
tle and 1 am not satisfied 
about this. 

"I ihink if the manager 
keeps the captain of the 
side that won the European 
Cup six months ago on the 
bench it would mean his 
team are top of the league. 

"But this is not the case at 
Chelsea. So it must mean 
either the manager is not 
doing an exceptional job or 
there is something wrong. I 
feel there is something 
wrong. 

"I conic here to play anti 
become a legend in London 
with Chelsea. Staying on 
the bench is frustrating for 
me and I hope things 
change in the future" 

Vialli was first sidelined 
w ith u hamstring injury and 
then flu. In his absence the 
striking partnership 
between Mark Hughes and 
Gianfranco Zola blos- 
somed. 


Juventus, Real Madrid 
and Liverpool lead the way 


LONDON (R) — Italy's Juventus. Spain's Real Madrid and 
England's Liverpool all won at the weekend to stay top in 
their domestic leagues. 

Italy — Juventus strengthened their grip on the title race 
with a clinical 2-0 victory over Lazio at the Olympic 
Stadium on Sunday which opened up a four-point gap at the 
top of Serie A. 

The European champions had two goals disallowed for 
offside but still won comprehensively^with strikes in each 
half from Michele Padovano. 

Juventus. with 33 points from 17 matches, have already 
secured the "winter championship" — the accolade tradi- 
tionally awarded to the team leading Serie A at its halfway 
stage. 

Neither second-placed Sampdoria. who needed a contro- 
versial last- minute goal to earn a point at Fiorentina, nor 
Inter, beaten in a home match with Bologna for the first 
time in 20 years, look capable of keeping pace with the 
league leaders. ^ 

Spain — A hat-trick of headers by midfielder Luis 
Enrique Martinez saved manager Bobby Robson on Sunday 
as Barcelona came back from 2-0 down to win 4-2 in a sen- 
sational game at Real Betis. 

With memories of a shock defeat by Hercules still fresh, 
the former England coach's job was* undoubtedly on the 
line. Bui the victory left Barcelona within three points of 
leaders Real Madrid. 

The result followed Real's own extraordinary 4-1 win at 
neighbours Atletieo on Saturday. Raul Gonzalez scored 
twice and Dutchman Clarence Seedorf and Victor Sanchez 
one each for real after Kiko Narvaez had put defending 
champion* Atletieo ahead. 

England — An afternoon which seemed about to give 
Kenny Dalglish a dream start as Newcastle manager ended 
in stunning anti-climax for the United faithful on Saturday 
vyhen Southampton scored twice in the last two minutes to 
force a 2-2 home draw. 

Newcastle, who appointed Dalglish as manager on 
Tuesday following Kevin Keegan's departure the previous 
week, were 2-0 up with only eight minutes to go thanks to 
goals from Les Ferdinand and Lee Clark. 


But, with 88 minutes on the clock, Newcastle keeper 
Shaka Hislop dropped a cross allowing Neil Maddison to 
shoot home from close range and then, deep into injury 
time. Matt Le Tissier powered in a 25-metre drive. 

Liverpool stayed top with a 3-0 win over Aston Villa, two 
points ahead of defending champions Manchester United, 
who stretched their unbeaten league run to 1 1 matches with 
a 2-0 win at Coventry. 

Dutch striker Dennis Bergkamp inspired Arsenal to a 3-1 
win over Everton on Sunday. They are third, a point behind 


EUROPEAN SOCCER ROUNDUP 


Manchester United. Newcastle are fourth. 

France — Paris St. Germain, humiliated by Juventus in 
the European Super Cup. recovered some of their badly 
derfted pride with a 3-0 French cup first round win at third 
division Bes&lcdn on Sunday. 

PSG went ahead -in the ‘eighth minute when Besancon’s 
Gil les Comat scored an own goal from a comer taken by 
Brazilian Rai. 

But they had to wait until the 69th minute to secure the 
match when striker Cyrille Pouget. newly signed from 
Servetre of Switzerland, scored his first goal for the Parisian 
club. France international Patrice Loko. a late substitute for 
Pouget, added the third eight minutes from time. 

Portugal — Bjenfica captain Joao Pinto was sent off in his 
club's 1-0 defeat away to Guimaraes on Sunday as Porto 
extended their commanding lead in the Portuguese first 
division with a crushing 5-0* win over Braga. 

Pono, who appear unassailable in their bid for a third suc- 
cessive championship, top the table with 44 points. II 
ahead of Benifica. Sporting, who drew 2-2 against 
Belenenses, are!in third place with 31 points. 

Guimaraes captain Quim Berto scored a penalty after he 
was fouled in the eighth minute by Benfica's Belgian goal- 
keeper Michel Preud’homme. 

Porto routed Braga at home as league top scorer Mario 
Jardel of Brazil! scored two of his side's five goals. Zlatko 
Zohovic, Edmilson Pimenta and substitute Antonio Folha 
scored Porto's other goals. 


NFL rivals begin week of super temptations 


NEW ORLEANS (AFP) — 
Super Bowl rivals Green 
Bay and New England 
arrived here Sunday, kick- 
ing off the chaotic week of 
parties and celebrations that 
ore an annual part of 
American Football's 

Championship. 

"I know it's going to be 
crazy. That's what makes 
the Super Bowl great" 
Green Bay quarterback 
Brett Favre said. 

“A lot of practice and 
preparation have gone into 
this moment. 

“So why not enjoy it? Last 
year at this lime. 1 was 
home playing golf wishing I 
was getting ready for a 
Super Bow! " 

Non Fuvre and his Packer 
teammates are in a citv 


known for nightlife and fun 
while trying to prepare for 
the most important game of 
their careers, next Sunday's 
3 1 st Super Bowl at the 
Louisiana Superdome. 

The French quarter beck- 
ons. The fcivic motto is “let 
the good times roll.” The 
weather is warm. The jazz is 
cool. The lure is seductive. 

It is no coincidence that 
New Orleans is hosting a 
record eighth Super Bowl. 
NFL owners, players and 
fans enjoy the Mardi Gras 
atmosphere around the 
National Football League 
title game whenever it is 
played here. 

“Everything runs pretty 
smoothly until Thursday 
when the wives and families 
come down.” Packer coach 


Mike Holmgren said. “Then 
all of a sudden they want to 
go sightseeing or to the 
French quarter. And you 
can't.” 

Just ask Green Bay 
reserve quarterback Jim 
McMahon about how hard 
life can get in a city nick- 
named "the big easy." 

McMahon showed his rear 
to a helicopter and insulted 
New- Orleans women 1 1 
years ago, swirling contro- 
versy before he led Chicago 
past New England 46-10 in 
the second-biggest rout in 
Super Bowl history. 

“He has kind of filled me 
in on how to moon heli- 
copters, talk about the 
women down here and all of 
thaL stuff," said Favre. who 
spent his youth in a small 


town 96 km away. “I know 
exactly what not to do by 
talking to him." 

The only other current 
Packer to play in a Super 
Bowl is Don Beebe, a 
receiver who played for 
Buffalo's four losing teams 
from 1991 through 1994. 

"1 have McMahon on one 
side and Beebe on the other, 
like the little bad angel and 
the little good one." 
Holmgren said. “That 
should cover things." 

He noted Beebe and 
McMahon can especially 
help Packer veterans who 
have played the NFL for 
decades to get to the Super 
Bowl. 


Belgium Freddy Loix drives his car on the Monaco Harbour. Loix took the first 
place in the first stage of the Monte- Carlo Rally (Reuters photo) 


Wang 
Junxia laid 
low with 
nervous 
exhaustion 

BEIJING (AFP) — 
China’s 5,000m Olympic 
champion Wang Junxia is 
suffering from a serious 
nervous condition brought 
on by stress and her heavy 
training schedule. 

Wang was China's only 
athletics medallist in the 
Atlanta Olympics, winning 
gold in the women’s 
5,000m and silver in the 
10,000m. 

“Wang Junxia is suffering 
from serious neurasthania, 
which is causing her 
insomnia and even making 
it painful for her to run," 
coach Mao Dezhen told the 
Beijing sports daily on 
Monday. 

Neurasthania is a general 
terra for a condition whose 
symptoms range from 
fatigue and'drikiefy ’fa fist- 1 
lessness. 

“The condition has been 
brought on by her hard 
training schedule these past 
few years and she needs a 
good rest, 1 ' said Mao, who 
took over Wang's training 
when the long-distance star 
split with long-time coach 
Ma Junren in late 1994. 

Wang is currently recu- 
perating in Shenyang, the 
capital of her home 
province Liaoning, but will 
join the rest of the provin- 
cial team in the southern 
city of Nanning for winter 
training in February, Mao 
said. 

Mao also revealed that 
the 1993 women’s 1,500m 
world champion Liu Dong 
was back in training. 

Liu is another former 
member of Ma Junren 's 
“Ma’s army” of women 
middle and long-distance 
runners that took the athlet- 
ics world by storm at the 
1993 world championships 
in Stuttgart. 

However, just one month 
after winning her world 
title, Liu left Ma’s team 
after an acrimonious row 
that centred on her love 
life. 

Disenchanted with athlet- 
ics, Liu then quit the sport 
completely for two years, 
during which she went 
back to school. 

"She’s back in training 
now. Her physical founda- 
tion is still good, but she 
will need time to get back 
into the top flight.” Mao 
said. } 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Petersburg lobbies for Games 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin joined government and Russian Olympic 
officials over the past two days urging International 
Olympic Committee President Juan Antonio Samaranch 
to award the 2004 Games to St. Petersburg. At a news 
conference on Sunday, Samaranch said the Russian pre- 
mier had "insistently laid out the arguments for St. 
Petersburg.” Russia's former Tsarist capital, an industrial 
city of five million, is one of 1 1 candidates vying for the 
2004 Games. The others are Rome. Cape Town, 
Stockholm, Rio de Janeiro, San Juan. Buenos Aires. 
Athens. Lille, Seville and Istanbul.” 

Trainer Crump dies 

LONDON (R) — Neville Crump, who trained three 
Grand National winners, has died at the age of So. Crump, 
who died on Saturday night, was champion national hunt 
trainer in 1951-52 and 1956-57 and trained Sheila's 
Cottage (1948), Teal (1952) and Merryman II (1960) to 
victory in the Grand National. 

Romanian runner tests positive 

BUCHAREST (R) — European women's cross country 
champion lulia Negura has failed an International 
Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) drugs test, the 
Romanian Athletics Federation (FRA) " announced 
Monday. “The doping substance was stanozolol, a deriva- 
tive of testosterone,” a FRA statement said. "According 
the IAAF rules, the FRA has set up a special investigation 
commission to look into Negura's case. 


WINCHESTER (AP) — 
Bruce Grobbelaar’s former 
business partner testified 
Monday he twice witnessed 
the former Liverpool goal- 
keeper collecting cash from 
a stranger and heard him 
say he was prepared to fix 
soccer games “for big 
bucks." 

"He told me he had been 
introduced to some men 
from the Far East who were 
prepared to pay him 1,500 
pounds (S 1,470) to 2,000 
pounds (S 3,300) a week for 
predicting the outcome of 
football games," . Chris 
Vincent told a jury at 
Winchester Ccrown Court. 

Then the arrangement 
switched to match-fixing. 
Vincent alleged. 

"Grobbelaar said some- 
thing along the lines of, 
‘you know those people I 
told you about from the Far 
East? Well. I’m going to 
meet one of them and we're 
going to discuss getting 
paid for fixing football 
games,’" Vincent testified. 

“My response was. ‘so 
that Liverpool lose?"’ 
Vincent said. 

"He said, ‘yah.’" 

Vincent, who said the 
conversation took place in 
1993, testified asked 
Grobbelaar how he could 
fix games. 

“He replied, ‘I have been 
a Liverpool goalkeeper for 
14 years and if I was stand- 
ing a yard or a foot off my 
line nobody would know"’ 
Vincent told the jury. 

Vincent said he asked 


Grobbelaar why he would 
fix matches. 

“He was complaining that 
he was not being paid as 
much as some of the newer 
players like Paul Stewart 
and Dean Saunders." 
Vincent said. "He reiterated 
his displeasure at Liverpool 
and his treatment by the 
club and that he felt he was 
being badly treated by the 
manager. Graeme Souness. 

Grobbelaar, a 

Zimbabwean who also 
played for Southampton in 
the Premier League, is one 
of three players on trial tor 
alleged match-fixing. The 
others are former 
Wimbledon goalkeeper 
Hans Seger and former 
Wimbledon and Aston Villa 
striker John Fashanu. 

Also charged in the case 
is a Malaysian business- 
man, Heng Suan Lim. All 
four are charged with pay- 
ing or accepting money to 
influence the results of 
games. 

Vincent told the jui 7 he 
met Grobbelaar in July 
1992. The two became 
friends and Grobbelaar 
became his partner in 
safari business 
Zimbabwe, The 
later failed. 

The prosecution told the 
jury last week that Vincent 
was involved in a “sting'' 
to expose Grobbelaar. He 
made allegations to the Sun 
newspaper that Grobbelaar 
was receiving money to fix 
games. 


a 
in 

venture 


Y 
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PHILADELPHIA 


TEL634144 CINEMA TEL: 6341 44 
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Steve Martin in 

SGT. BILKO 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA “2 M 

V- | l 

Richard Gere, Sean Connery 
& Julia Ormond....in 

FIRST KNIGHT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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CINEMA TEL:699238 

PLAZA 

Mahmoud Abdul Aziz... in 

The Gentelman 

(Arabic) 


'y CINEMA TEL:677420 

JL C0NC0AD 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
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CONCORD “1” 

Arnold Schwarzenegger . in 

ERASER 

Shows: 12:15, 2:15, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 
********************************* 
CONCORD “2” 

Coming Soon... “Custom made 
Citizen” 

The satirical play starring Mousa Hijazin 


V 


Nabi! S* Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 6251 55 


% 


Ramadan specials 
by Nabil & Hisham 

starting Jan. 22 
Wed., Thurs., & Fri. 

For reservations please call 

640155, 625155 
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■ Muster 
ousts 
dual 
champ 
- Courier 


MELBOURNE (AFP} — 
Former World Number One 
Thomas Muster of Austria 
overcame two injury time- 
outs to dump two-time 
Australian Open champion 
Jim Courier out of the 
Grand Slam event here on 
Monday. 

Muster, who had lost the 
last seven matches against 
Courier, prevailed in a gru- 
elling two hours 42 minute 
night-time fourth round 
match, 6-2, 3-6, 7-6 (7/41. 
6-3. 

The hard-fought victory, 
which finished after mid- 
night local time, gives die 
Austrian left-hander a 
quarter-final berth against 
big-serving Croatian Goran 
Ivanisevic on Wednesday. 

Muster asked for two 
injury timeouts during the 
third and fourth sets to seek 
treatment from a trainer. 

He was treated for a long- 
standing hip injury and was 
massaged on the left shoul- 
der during the third round 
and in the next set he had 
his blistered left big toe 
bandaged while Courier sat 
in his courtside chair. 

It is Muster's third quar- 
ter-final at the Australian 
Open and gives him a 
chance to better his losing 
semi-final appearance in 
1989. 

“I bad a numb feeling in 
my fingers and I had to 
have the joints put back in 
place by the trainer,” 
Muster said afterwards. 

Muster said he had blis- 
tered the toe a few days 
ago, but required treatment 
when the protective taping 
came loose. 

•*We were/eaJly lucky tQ , 
play at night, there was a 
nice breeze at the end of the 
match and it was certainly 
cooler than what it was in 
the afternoon,” said Muster. 
The players during 
Monday had to battle 
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Australian Open 

Sampras makes it to quarters 
as Hingis leads women’s field 


Austria’s Thomas Muster plays a forehand daring his fourth round match against 
Jim Courier pf the US. at the Australian Open. Muster won in four sets 6-2 3-6 7-6 
6-3 (Reuters photo) 


against a maximum air 
temperature of 41 Celsius. 

Asked about losing his 
last seven .matches to 
Courier, Muster said:”It’s 
the last one that counts and 
I was really focused tonight 
and had the dqsire to win. If 
I play focused 1 can beat 
anybody on the other side 
of the net.” ' 

Muster won the first set 
which was interrupted after- 
just 1 6 minutes by a power 
failure ii^thfrarea following 
ah upsurge of consumer use 
after the extreme tempera- 
tures during the day. 

At the time the 29-year- 
old Muster was leading 3- 
0, 40-15, but he fended off 
Courier’s renewed assault 


to serve out the set. 

Courier, who had been in 
doubt for the tournament as 
he had hamstring problems, 
dragged his way back into 
the match when he broke 
Muster twice to level at 6- 
3, and the third set became 
the pivotal part of the 
match. 

Courier, who started off 
his season with a win over 
Jim.-Hewnm ,of Great. 
Batam in . Qatar. ..broke. 
Muster at advantage to lead 
S-T but the' aggressive 
(Austrian immediately 
jbroke back to level. 

, The set went to a 
tiebreaker and after two 
successive adverse net- 
jeords. Muster stormed 


home to take the set seven 
points to four and lead two 
sets to one with die 
momentum running his 
way. 

He broke Courier to 15 in 
the opening game and 
again in the fifth game to 
lead 4-1 in the fourth set 
and was serving for the 
match at 5-2, when Courier 
broke back after the 
Austrian double-faulted. 

. Yet Muster had the last 
word and got to 1 5—40 with 
two match points on 
Courier's service. Courier 
saved one, but a ripping 
forehand found the line 
deep for Muster to wrap it 
up. 


Heat is on for rulej changes at Open 


MELBOURNE (R) — Pete Sampras thought his feet were 
on fire, Goran Ivanesevic’s legs went numb and the women 
just did not want to play. 

The heat was on from players past and present at the 
Australian Open on Monday for the rule book to be updat- 
ed, as Melbourne sizzled in a heat wave. 

Sampras, who survived a five-set battle with little-known 
Slovak Dominik Hrbaty , feared that officials would only 
take action after someone had become seriously ill. 

“I think there’s going to have to come a point where 
someone really gets hurt out there to make some sort of rule 
(change),” he said after almost losing to 19-year-old Hrbaty 
in a match lasting nearly three hours. 

The mercury topped 50 degrees Celsius on the court for 
a second consecutive day at Melbourne Park- 

On Sunday Belgian 16th seed Sabine Appelmans had to 
be placed on an intravenous drip and World No. I Steffi 
Graf was treated for heat exhaustion. 

Five-times Grand Slam champion John Newcombe called 
for the introduction of a 1 0-minute break at the end of the 
third set 

Sampras said: “Part of me is saying, sure, it would be nice 
to have a break ... But as an athlete you should be in good 
enough condition to go out (and) play in any condition.” 

“But the quality of the tennis in this heat is not going to 
be great,” he said. 

Gerald Segal of the Australian medical association said: 
“It could be just a matter of time before someone dies out 
there ” 

Under women's rules, play can be delayed in extreme 
conditions, but a bid by players to postpone their matches 
on Monday was over-ruled by the committee which runs 
Grand Slam tournaments. i« 

“They said it's not fair for the other players who played 
yesterday, and for the moment they don’t have this rule,” 
said Romanian eighth seed Irina Spirlea after her fourth 
round victory over ninth seed Karina Habsudova of 
Slovakia. 

Their match was delayed by 30 minutes as Grand Slam 
officials reviewed their request. 

“We were just asking if it's possible to play tomorrow,” 
Spirlea said. 

In men’s tennis there are no rules governing extreme heat. 

Cooling fans were placed beside the courts and players 
draped ice-packed towels over their shoulders at the change 
of ends and drank carbonated “hydro-fuel” in a bid to cool 
down. 

“It was so hot today, it was a joke,” said Sampras, adding 
the rebound ace surface absorbed the heat and made it 
tougher to breathe and play. - 

“My feet were on fire and we were both feeling it.” 

Third-seeded Ivanisevic said he was forced to concede 
several points during his three-hour-and-four minute battle 
with Norway’s Christian Ruud. 

“You cannot try the whole game, otherwise you die after 
10 minutes you’re dead ” the big-hitting Croat told reporters 
after his five-set duel. 

“1 didn’Lfeel too much in my legs ... 1 was out of it, I did- 
n’t know where I was.” 

_ A relieved Ivanisevic fell to his knees after his long battle 
in front of a handful of supporters on an outside court, but 



MELBOURNE (Agencies) 
— But for some crucial 
double faults. Grand Slam 
aewcomer Dominik Hrbaty 
might have added world 
No. 1 Pete Sampras to the 
list of prominent upset vic- 
tims at the Australian 
Open. 

Sampras said Tuck and 
“just trying to hang in 
there” decided his 6-7 (4- 
7), 6-3. 6-4, 3-6, 6-4 
advance to the quarter- 
finals, in nearly three hours 
of 50-degree temperatures 
on court. 

“I was very impressed. ... 
1 think he will be a player 
to be reckoned with. With a 
little more experience, be 
has a good chance of beat- 
ing me,” Sampras said of 
the 1 9-year-old Slovak 
player, who has shot up in 
little more than a year from 
364th to 76th in the world 
rankings. 

Martina Hingis, the only 
leading seed left in the 
women’s singles at the 
Australian Open, survived 
a first-set scare Monday to 
beat Romania’s Ruxandra 
Dragomir and reach the 
quarter-finals. 

The Swiss 1 6-year-old, 
who is hoping to become 
the youngest Grand Slam 
champion in the open era of 
tennis, beat the 27th-ranked 
Romanian 7-6 6-1 in 91 
minutes. 

Hingis, the number four 
seed, is now installed as 
odds-on favourite to win 
the event. 

But Dragomir, producing 
confident groundstrokes 
and sharp volleys, looked 
capable of another upset in 
a first set which saw six 
breaks of serve in the first 
eight games and ended 
with a tight 8-6rie-break. . 

In .the .second se^ Hingis 
was back in the driving 
seat. Her next opponent 
will be another Romanian, 
eighth seed Irina Spirlea. 

Hrbaty. who at this time 
last year was practicing at 
home, appeared bemused 
by all the attention. He 
wasn’t nervous, he said, 
and he blamed “technical 
problems” for his 15 dou- 
ble faults — including 
three that contributed to the 
loss of his last two service 
games. 

His double faults also 
contributed to decisive ser- 
vice breaks in the second 
and third sets. 

“I have to see the video 
from this match ... to see 
what was wrong,” he said. 

No. 3 seed Goran 
Ivanisevic also escaped an 
upset, serving four aces and 
a service winner when he 
was down 0-40 at 3-3 in the 
final set en route to a 4-6, 
6-2, 6-7 (7-9). 6-3, 6-3 vic- 
tory over Norway’s 
Christian Ruud. 



Slovakia’s Dominik Hrbaty wipes the sweat from his face during his fourth round 
match against Pete sampras of the U.S. at the Australian Open. Sampras defeated 
Hrbaty in five sets 6-7 6-3 6-4 3-6 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


Ivanisevic said the cold 
towel on his neck during 
changeovers was the best 
part of Ihe 3-hour, 4-minute 
match — 1 1 minutes 

longer than Sampras’ . 

Even when he was hitting 
those four aces, “1 was just 
thinking about the towel, 
you know.” 

Sampras next plays No. 
10 seed Albert Costa of 
Spain, who advanced when 
No. 12 Wayne Ferreira of 
South Africa retired with a 
pulled thigh muscle, suf- 
fered in the first set. 

He was trailing 6-3. 6-2, 
3-2 when he stopped. 

Ivanisevic awaited the 
winner of a night match 
between No. 5 Thomas 
Muster and No. 11 Jim 
Courier. 

On the women’s side. 
Dominique Van Roost con- 
tinued her upsets, ousting 
1996 semifinalist Chanda 
Rubin, the 15th seed, 7-5, 
6-4 after receiving an 
injury timeout at 1-0 in die 
second set for treatment for 
a muscle injury in her 
lower back. 

Only one of the top seven 
seeds — No. 4 Hingis — 
remains in the field. 

No. 1 Steffi Graf, a victim 
of the heat, an infected toe 
and the relentless retrieving 
of No. 12 .Amanda Coetzer, 
lost on Sunday. 

Van roost, who eliminat- 
ed No. 2 Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario on Saturday, played 
the same hustling, go-for- 
broke game against Rubin. 

“She’s a real feisty play- 
er,” said Rubin. “She went 
out there and took a lot of 
chances and came up big. 
She was right on top of the 
ball and that was the story 
of the match.” 

Van Roost next plays No. 


14 Mary Joe Fernandez, a 
two-time Australian Open 
finalisL Fernandez won 4- 
6, 6-4, 6-1 against Part}' 
Schnyder, who upset No. 6 
Iva Majoli of Croatia in the 
first round. Schnyder, an 
18-year-old from 

Switzerland, never had won 
a Grand Slam match before 
coming here. No. 8 Irina 
Spirlea of Romania beat 
No. 9 Karina Habsudova of 
Slovakia 6-4, 6-4, and will 
next play Hingis. 

Against Sampras, Hrbaty 
roared “yes%” when he 
gained a key service break 
in the final set’s third game 
on two powerful serve 
returns, and a double fault 
and forehand miss by 
Sampras. 

He went on to a 4-2 lead 
and nearly broke Sampras 
again in the seventh game, 
but Sampras saved two 
break points with a service 
winner and a serve and vol- 
ley. 

“I wasn't thinking too 
much at that point,” 
Sampras said. “It’s really 
not about tennis any more, 
it’s about fighting through 
it and finding some son of 
way to win. I definitely had 
more luck than good 
today.” 

Hrbaty said he wasn’t 
thinking about playing the 
World No. I . 

“I was thinking, ‘there is 
my opponent and I have to 
beat him.’ ... I hope next 
time we play each other I 
beat him.” Hrbaty said he 
obtained Sampras' auto- 
graph three years ago in 
Paris, and “next time I hope 
he asks me for- an auto- 
graph.” 

Sampras said he didn’t 
remember the Paris meet- 


ing, but he will remember 
Hrbaty now — “Yeah, 
absolutely.” Hrbaty also 
knew of Sampras' prob- 
lems in the heut when he 
vomited on court before 
narrowly beating Alex 
Corretja in five sets at the 
U.S. Open last year. “But 
today was so hot, so it was 
tough for me also," added 
Hrbaty, who said he had 
felt a bit sick during the 
third set but later recov- 
ered. 

This time, Sampras made 
sure he loaded up on liq- 
uids before and during the 
match. He also tried to 
keep points short, relying 
on his serve and not chas- 
ing every ball. In the last 
set, he took some pace off 
his returns and let Hrbaty 
try to supply the power. 
Ivanisevic called the heal 
impossible — “After 10 
minutes you're dead." 

Van Roost said, “the con- 
ditions were inhumane. It 
was like an oven.” 

By midaftemoon, 25 
spectators also had been 
treated for the heat. 

“These are the toughest 
conditions I've ever had to 
play.” Sampras said. 

Fans were set in front of 
the sideline chairs for the 
players to use during 
changeovers, and they 
often took refuge in shade 
between points. Should 
there be a break between 
sets or some other type of 
rule change? 

“I think there's going to 
have to come a point where 
someone really gets hurt 
out there to make some son 
of rule,” Sampras said. 


World No. 1 Pete Sampras pats tape on his racket priolr 
to warmup (Renters photo) 

bounced straight back up. 

“That was a mistake ... I was almost burned, but I was so 
tired I had to fall down.” 

Singles schedule on the ninth day of the $7.6 million 
Australian Open tennis tournament on Tuesday (prefix 
denotes seeding): 

Centre Cour t (2345 GMT Monday start) 

Carlos Moya (Spain) V 14-Felix Mantilla (Spain) 
12-Amanda Coetzer (South Africa) V Kimberly Po (U.S.) 

Night Session (08Q0_GMT start) 

16-Sabine Appelmans (Belgium) V Mary Pierce (France) 
9-Marcelo Rios (Chile) V 2-Michael Chang (U.S.). 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Furnished super deluxe, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
living room, guests & dining room, telephone, 
satellite, central heating, garden & garage. Location: 
| Abdoun, beside Orthodox Club. 

For more information call: 698222 After 2 

p.m. 644100 A. Kana’n 


ANNOUNCEMENT (4/97) 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Telecommunications Regulatory 
'Commission 

The Telecommunications Regulatory Commission (TRC) of 
Jordan announces that it will call for applications for 
licences for a second GSM cellular service operator. The 
new service operator will be chosen through an open, 
competitive selection process. 

The TRC issued a Public Notice [January 21], 1997 (TRC 
Notice 1997-3), which begins a formal consultative 
dialogue between the TRC and interested parties on the 
approach that should be used to license tha new service. 
The Notice also describes the Commission’s preliminary 
approach to the licensing of the new cellular operator. A 
copy of the Notice may be obtained from the TRC. 

Parties interested in the licence to provide the new cellular 
service are requested to file expressions of interest and 
their comments on the TRC’s preliminary approach. 
Comments must be received no later than [February 12], 
1997. The TRC will review the comments and intends to 
Issue a formal Call for Tenders Tin early March]. 

For a copy of TRC Notice 1997-3, contact: 
The Office of the Director General 
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
P.O. Box 850967, Amman 11185, Jordan 
Telephone (962) 6-862020-Fax (962) 6-863641 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Furnished first floor of villa in Khilda, behind Chinese 
Restaurant 

One bedroom, sitting & dining room, private 
telephone, garden, central heating, separate 
entrance with garage. 

Please call Tel: 5525449 or Mobile: 079/39189 


Furnished or Unfurnished Ground 
Floor Flat (Duplex) For Rent 

Sweifieh, excellent quite location, walking distance from 
Sweifieh shopping district New bunding, 256 sq.m. Super 
deluxe finishes, 3 master bedrooms, 4 baths, two 
verandas, large dining and guest room, separate living 
room on 2nd floor. Modem spacious American kitchen 
with storage area. Independent central heating and water 
well with auto pump, private telephone, satellite, separate 
entrance, garage and garden. Please contact the owner 
directly. The rent is to be paid annually and to be let for 
diplomatic corps or foreign business reps. You must see 
to appreciate. 

Mobile: 079-40167 - Tel: 612200 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms; 2 
terraces overlooking Amman. Modem kitchen, L-salon, 
colour TV., video, satellite, telephone, central heating & 
Intercom. 1 

Location: Jabal Amman, quiet residential & safe area, no 
water problem. 3rd Circle. 

Call Tel: 641345, 632755 from: 10-10 dally 


JOB OPPOflTUNITV ; 

A leading firm in the field of medical supplies has 

a vacancy for: 

1) Secretary familiar with all secretarial duties and the 
use of Windows. 

2) Sales Coordinator / Public Relations Officer with a 
university degree preferably in marketing. Owner of 
a private car is eligible for an appropriate allowance. 
Immediate appointment for those who qualify. 

Please send your handwritten CV in 
English addressed to the General 
Manager, P.O.Box 2654, Amman 11181 







i 2 News 


Israel permits 60 


more settler homes 


in Jordan Valley 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies! — Israel on 
Monday authorised the con- 
struction of 60 more Jewish 
settler homes in the Jordan 
V.iliej region of the West 
Bank, a defence ministry 
spokesman slid. 

Once the homes in the set- 
tlement of Maak Ephraim 
have been completed, the 
defence ministry will give the 
green light for an additional 
-00 apartments in the settle- 
ment. said the spokesman. 

Since taking office in June, 
right-wing Prime Minister 
Bony am in Netanyahu has 
insisted on several occasions 
that Israel will retain control 
of the Jordan Valley region 
under any final peace deal 
with the Palestinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu ha 1 ' already 
authorised the building of 
more than 2,000 additional 
settler homes in the West 
Bank, a policy that has infuri- 
ated the Palestinians and 
caused tension with 
Washington which sponsors 
the peace process. 

Monday's decision to allow 
new construction in Maale 
Ephraim drew a swift 
response from left-wing anti- 
seuler groups, with the Peace 
Now movement calling on 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai to cancel the plan. 

Rnanun Cohen, president of 
the opposition Labour Party's 
parliamentary group, accused 
the "Netanyahu government 
of provoking a pointless rise 


Oman says 
it is ready 
to resume 


contacts 


MUSCAT (AFP) — Oman 
said Monday if was ready to 
resume contacts with Israel 
following the Jewish state’s 
withdrawal from most of 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

Hebron was “an important 
step" allowing Oman, 
v. ‘nich froze fledgling lies 

uiih I '-rucl last mouth, "to 
pursue its efforts” to 

encourage the peace 

process. Oman's Minister of 
Stale for Foreign A Hairs 

Vntsef Ben Aluwi said. 

(steel withdrew from 
most of Hebron on Friday 
following a landmark 
agreement with the 

Palestinians last week. 

Mr. Ben Aluwi told the 
official Oman News- 
Agency (ONA) dial he 
hoped the Hebron deal "will 
bo a turning point which 
will allow our Palestinian 
brothers to pursue the nego- 
tiations with Israel.” 

"The Sultanate of Oman 
is ready to engage in talks 
with Israel in order to sup- 
port tlte peace process in the 
Middle East on all fronts 
following the Hebron 
aceoid." lie said. 

“We must continue to try' 
to convince the Israeli side 
of the importance of 
peace, not only on the 
Palestinian track but also on 
the Lebanese and Syrian 
tracks." he said. 

On Dec. 4 Oman froze 
government contacts with 
Israel to protest its "unac- 
ceptable” hardline policies, 
although trade representa- 
tion offices opened last year 
in both countries have been 
functioning normally. 

Israel also opened a trade 
office in Qatar last year but 
Qatar has held back open- 
ing its bureau in Tel Aviv 
mid has also frozen the 
process of normalisation 
over Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu s 
policies. 

Neither Qatar nor Oman 
have asked Israel to close its 
trade offices on their ter- 
ritory. and MuseaL has not 
announced the with- 

drawal of its mission in Tel 
Aviv. 


in tension" with the Maale 
Ephraim decision. 

Bui David Kopolovich. a 
settler leader in Maale 
Ephraim, said he was “satis- 
fied" with the government's 
decision, adding that there 
were plans to build a total of 
632 new liomes in the settle- 


ment. 

Around 140.000 Jewish set- 
tlers live in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. and the 
Palestinians see their presence 
as a serious threat to their 
demands fora future indepen- 
dent state. 

In a separate decision. 
Israeli public radio said seven 
Israeli companies had been 
given permission to restart 
stone quarrying on public 
land near Tulkarm in the north 
of the West Bank. 

The Israeli entrepreneurs 
have already started building 
an access road to the site, 
while the Palestinians have 
denounced the project as the 
theft of their natural 


resources. 

General Uzi Dayan, com- 
mander of Israel’s central 
region which covers the occu- 
pied West Bank, has threat- 
ened to use tanks to protect 
construction work at the site. 

Former Environment 
Minister Yossi Sarid said the 
previous Labour-led govern- 
ment. ousted in elections in 
May last year, had frozen fur- 
ther work on the quany site. 

“This colonialist project 
which can only lead to con- 


froniarion must be stopped at 
any cost.” added Mr. Sarid, a 
deputy wiih the left-wing 
Meretz Party. 

Uzi Landau, a lawmaker 
from the ruling Likud Party, 
said that the development of 
Maale Ephraim was stopped 
by the previous government 
and "the present government 
is correcting the injustice." 

Palestinian legislator 

Bishara Daoud said the new 
settlement construction and 
the plans for the quarry violat- 
ed the peace agreements 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians, 

"The israelis are waging 
war against Palestinian land, 
whether in Tulkarm, die 
Jordan Valley or Jerusalem," 
Mr. Daoud said. 

This quany will benefit 
only the Israeli economy. Not 
only will it take away 
Palestinian land, it will turn 
the landowners into labourers 
there." 

Mr. Netanyahu defended 
the decision to build in Maale 
Ephraim. 

"I do not think that the Oslo 
agreements or Lhe latest 
(Hebron) agreement rule out 
continuation of construction" 
in the West Bank, Mr. 
Netanyahu said. "We've 
always said this. There is no 
change." 

The Netanyahu govern- 
ment's guidelines call for an 
expansion of die 144 Jewish 
settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Palestinian killed by mine explosion 


JENIN (AFP) — A 14-year-old Palestinian was killed 
on Monday by a mine explosion near the autonomous 
city of Jenin in the West Bank. Palestinian sources said. 
The victim. Lafi Darajhme, stepped on the mine situated 
near an Israeli military base. Israeli soldiers brought the 
body to the Abu Kabir Medical centre near Tel Aviv for 
autopsy, Israeli military sources confirmed. A Palestinian 
police chief. Maher DuwaikaL told AFP hat “30 
Palestinians have been killed and dozens others injured in 
recent years in this sector by mine explosions.” The com- 
mander explained that in the area where Darajhme was 
found is a zone of 30,000 hectares in the Jordan Valley 
that serves as a training area for the Israeli army. 


Kuwait sets up human rights panel 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — The Kuwaiti government is to 
set up a human rights committee that will investigate 
complaints and draw up reports for the Interior 
Ministry, the official news agency KUNA reported 
Monday. Citing an announcement issued by Interior 
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Khaled A1 Sabah, the 
KUNA report said the human-rights committee will 
investigate complaints sent to the ministry and prepare 
reports. The committee will be able to “demand any 
information or reports related to its work from the differ- 
ent sections of the ministry so that it can perform its 
duty.” The committee will comprise four men. Nasser , 
Abdul Hai AI Banai. Colonel Mohammad Jaber Al Fahd. 
Colonel Fahd Faleh Al Masaria and Colonel Ghazi Bader 
Al Qattan. The National Assembly, or parliament ! 
already lias a committee for human rights and outside 1 
parliament there is a an independent society’ that deals | 
with human rights issues. 


Egypt bans verbal attacks on Jews 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt has ordered preachers in the 
country's mosques to refrain from making anti-Jewish 
attacks while preaching, the weekly Arab magazine Al 
Wasut said Monday. Religious Affairs Minister Mahmud 
Hamdi Zaqzuq told journalists who asked whether he 
had banned verbal assaults on Jews, *1 asked preachers 
not to attack anyone, any group, any sect, any religion.’’ 
He denied issuing the prohibition at the behest of Israeli 
Foreign Minister' David Levy. “We don't know anything 
aboufsuch a complaint from Levy ... I asked them (the 
preachers! jo act in accordance with the Koran's princi- 
ples and the conduct of the Prophet Mohammad, who 
never attacked any person or group, and this applied to 
the Jews and others.” he said.' This is my policy- and it 
is unrelated to Mr. Levy’s complaint, and it will be 
implemented because it is clear” he said. 


Iran opposition leader no longer in France 


PARIS (AFP) — Mariam Rajavi, the head of the main 
armed opposition group in Iran, has left Fiance where 
she had been living in exile since 1983. a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said here Monday. Jacques 
RummJlhardi said Mrs. Rajavi, head of the National 
Council of Iranian Resistance “is no longer in France.” 
but refused to specify when she left the country or 
whether she would be allowed to return. According to 
well-informed sources, French authorities have 
“advised” her not to come back to France. In Iran, the 
weekly Kayhan Havai said Mrs. Rajavi, the wife of vet- 
eran Mujahedeen leader Massud Rajavi. “was forced to 
leave France and asked not to return.” The weekly said 
she had arrived in the Iraqi capital lasr month to join her 
husband and to take part in a gathering of 10,000 fight- 
ers. The dry hall at the northwest French town of Auvers- 
Sur Oise, where Mrs. Rajavi had been living in exile, 
said she had left at the end of November. 
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SIEGE AT PARIS BANK: Employees of Credit Fonder de France (CFF) on Monday attend a meeting at the bank's 
headquarters in Paris. More than 1,000 employees dedded Monday to continue a five-dayr siege of the bank and to 
hold Governor Jerome Meyssonier a hostage to protest against a government decision to liquidate the bank tAFP 
photo) 


African National Congress 
accuses U.S. of bullying 
over proposed Syria deal 


Lebanon releases three 
detained Iraqi diplomats 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Nelson Mandela's ruling 
African National Congress 
(ANC) on Monday accused 
the United States of playing 
the bully in its opposition to 
a proposed South African 
arms deal with Syria. 

ANC Acting Secretary 
General Cheryl Carolus told 
a press conference here that 
Washington was being hyp- 
ocritical, and using “bully 
boy” tactics to force South 
Africa to take a stance 
against Arab states and in 
favour of Israel, SAPA news 
agency reported. 

In her attacks, Ms. 
Carolus said South Africa 
will not be “frog-marched” 
into making a decision on 
the matter ■ “purely on the 
basis of a hypocritical 
stance (of the U.S.) whose 
arms are also being sold in 
the region.” 

ANC leaders, who met 
over the weekend in a "bush 
congress” in a secret loca- 
tion, decided they were 
happy with the govern- 
ment's arms policies. Ms. 
Carolus added. 

South Africa is consider- 
ing a sale of tank firing-con- 
trol systems worth $641 
million ro Syria although 
the plan has yet to be 
approved by Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki, 
according to officials. 

The deal has provoked the 
ire of the United Stales, 
which has threatened to sus- 
pend its aid to South Africa 
if the government goes 
ahead. 

The U.S. can. through fed- 
eral law, set out sanctions 
against countries that have 
dealings with Syria, which 
Washington has accused of 


supporting state terrorism. 
Ms. Carolus, in turn. 


Yemen parties 
pledge free 
democratic 


elections 


SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh and his Islamic fun- 
damentalist coalition part- 
ners pledged to hold free 
elections in April amid 
efforts to defuse tension 
within the government, 
officials said Monday. 

Mr. Saleh, who heads the 
General People’s Congress 
(GPC), met with Sheikh 
Abdullah A I Ahmar. A I 
Islah Party' leader, and other 
officials from the two par- 
ties overnight Sunday, the 
official said. 

Both sides insisted on the 
need to hold “free elections 
on the planned date of April 
27. 1997. in which all par- 
ties and political groups 
would participate.” he said. 
The GPC) and AJ Islah 
pledged to “coordinate 
efforts and promote fair 
competition during the 
upcoming elections, which 
would bolster the democrat- 
ic experiment and the prin- 
ciple of peaceful change in 
leadership.” he said. 


accused the U.S. of con- 
tributing to the “problems” 
in the Middle East by being 
“biased” in support of Israel 
— “one of the countries in 
the conflict” 

“It was really a bit self- 


righteous of them 
(Washington) to speak to 
other people (about the 
Syrian arms deal).” Ms. 
Carolus said. 

“We think the United 
States should a&o put its 
hand to its own bosom and 
take this question quite seri- 
ously," she added. 

Ms. Carolus called on the 
United Stales to register its 
concern about any proposed 
deal through diplomatic 
channels, instead of allow- 
ing a “junior official in the 
State Department raise the 
matter in a press confer- 
ence.” 

Several senior U.S. politi- 
cal figures have publicly 
called on President Bib 
Clinton to suspend aid to 
South Africa, in the wake of 
the arms controversy. 

South Africa's Foreign 
Affairs Department has stat- 
ed the country has approved 
only a deal allowing state 
arms manufacturer Denel to 
“market” systems to Syria. 

A sale to Syria is not like- 
ly to occur before 1999, and 
would have to be approved 
by cabinet, the department 
added. 

Syria has not yet said 
whether it is interested in 
the South African arma- 


ments. 

In 1996. Washington reg- 
istered quiet displeasure 
with South African moves 
to bolster relations with 
U.S. foes like Libya, Iran 
and Cuba. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanese authorities on 
Monday decided to free 
three Iraqi diplomats 
detained since the 1994 
murder of an Iraqi oppo- 
sition leader in Beirut a 
judicial source said. 

The judge in charge of the 
case. Said Mirza, made the 
decision after receiving a 
Foreign Ministry report con- 
firming that the three had 
diplomatic status, the source 
added. 

Fares Kamel, Ali Sultan 
Darwish and Hadi Hassun 
Najm were released after 
paying bail of $33 each fol- 
lowing a formal appeal by 
their lawyers. 

A Lebanese citizen, 
George Taijanian, also 
arrested over the murder, 
was also freed after paying 
bdrlof $1931 

Four Iraqis were arrested 
after TaJeb Souheil, a 70- 
year-old Shiite opposition 
member, was killed at his 
home in April 1994. 

One of the four suspects 
died in June 1995. 

SouheiL who held 
Jordanian and Saudi pass- 
ports, was a leading mem- 
ber of the London-based 
Council for a Free Iraq 
which opposes the regime of 
President Saddam Hussein. 

One week after the killing, 
Beirut broke off diplomatic 
relations with Baghdad after 
the Iraqi authorities failed to 
lift the suspects 1 immunity. 

At the time, Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fares 
Bouez said the diplomats 
had confessed their involve- 
ment and that they were 
intelligence agents. 

Iraq has denied any 
involvement in the murder 
and accuses Lebanon of 
violating the 1961 Vienna 
Convention regarding diplo- 


matic relations. 

An Iraqi opposition group 
in London criticised the 
court decision and urged the 
Lebanese authorities to 
reconsider what it called its 
“dangerous" move. 

In a statement sent by 
fascimile to an international 
news agency in Beirut, the 
Free Iraqi Council (FIC) 
said: 

“Such a decision will give 
a free hand to murderers and 
encourage the Saddam 
regime to carry out more 
assassinations and bombings 
through terrorist networks in 
Lebanon and other coun- 
tries. under the cover of 
diplomatic immunity." 

Lebanese authorities said 
in 1995 they were waiting 
for a reply by Lebanon's for- 
eign ministry to whether the 
suspects were listed as 
diplomats or non-diplomatic 
staff. 

Judicial sources said the 
ministry confirmed the sus- 
pects’ diplomatic identity 
last week. They gave no 
explanation for the pro- 
longed delay in the min- 
istry’s response. 

“We don't believe it is a 
legal issue but rather a polit- 
ical one. And perhaps the 
sudden decision to release 
them by Lebanese authori- 
ties came as a result of a deal 
or pressures on Lebanon,” 
the FIC statement said. 

Lebanese judicial sources 
said that Souheil’s family 
could appeal against the 
court decision to bail the 
three ro a committee com- 
prising three judges. 

A fourth diplomat, com- 
mercial attache Khaled 
KhaJaf who was also arrest- 
ed in connection with the 
murder, died in custody of a 
brain haemorrhage in June 
1995. He had not faced trial. 


Hirkey threatens to increase 


military presence in Cyprus 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey on Monday threat- 
ened to set up air and naval 
bases in northern occupied 
Cyprus if Greece carried 
through plans to set up its 
own military bases in the 
southern part of the island. 

“With air and navy bases, 
Greece is entrenching itself 
in southern Cyprus, and in 


when the Cyprus govern- 
ment announced it had 
signed a deal with Russia to 
buy long-range ground-to- 
air missiles. 

Ankara denounced the 
move, saying the S-300 
anti-aircraft missiles, which 
have a 150-kilometrc range, 
would threaten the Turkish 
Cypriots and its own avia- 


■ii wuuinii ouu in i~ypnots ana its own avia- 

the event that such activity tion over southern Turkey 
continues, work will begin Greece, which has a joint 
to establish in the (break- defence pact with the 
away) Turkish republic of Greek-Cypriot government, 
northern- Cyprus similar air has insisted throughout the 
force and naval facilities” a crisis that Cyprus has the 

irtint hi/ TiihUah maL* * _ » 


joint statement by Turkey 
and the Turkish Cypriots 
said here. 

“Any attack against the 
Turkish-Cypriot state will 
be considered as an attack 
against Turkey.” said the 
joint statement after a meet- 
ing between Turkish 
President Suleyman 

Demirel and Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash. 

Mr. Denktash arrived in 
Ankara earlier Monday for 
talks about the on-going 
missile crisis with the Greek 


Cypri Dis- 
tensions flared on Jan. 4 


right to buy whatever 
weapons it deems necessary 
for its security. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 when Turkish 
troops occupied its northern 
third in the wake of a right- 
wing coup in Nicosia aimed 
at the island’s unification 
with Greece. 

r!i N ‘ u ffons t0 re umte 
Cyprus have so far failed. 

The Turkish Cypriots 
declared their own stale in 

** bre akaway 
repubhe is recognised only 
by Ankara, whreh still 
^30.00° troops in the 


“Turkey will never allow 
the Turkish Cypriots to be 
crushed by the Greek side.” 
Mr. Denktash told reporters 
on his arrival. ‘Turkey will 
never leave Cyprus to the 
'Greeks and the Greek 
Cypriots." 

Mr. Denktash will a i so 
meet Islamist Prime 
Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan and the armed 
forces chief of staff, 
General Ismail Hakki 
Karadayi, during his three- 
day stay in Turkey. 

FoKign Minister Tansu 
Ciller said on Jan. 10 that 
Turkey would take all mea- 
sures against the missiles’ 
deployment, including an 

sUes° n t0 1111 ^ 

During a mission by U S 
envoy Carey Cavanaugh to 

cl re8, n 0D last 

Glafcos 

Clendes. leader of the 
pledged to 
Shs ' deploymenl by 16 

d ? u \ "TJrtish authorities 
dismissed the move 2 
meaningless. 


Edward to get 
engaged to 
Rhys- Jones 


LONDON (R) — Prj^E j 
Edward, the youngesC ffig fe j 
of Queen Elizabeth II, | 

get engaged this 
girlfriend Sophie Rfrggj^ 
Jones, the best-selling d^g 
the Express reportedggp 
quoted a “mutual friend^S^ 
the couple saying Edwas® 1 
36, and Rhys-Jones, 
year-old public relations, 
consultant, made - thjg^ 
decision shortly befcjfit 
Christmas during a 
week holiday. “The holu^ 
only helped draw, ThtfSt- 
closer together and towag^l 
the decision that rhie| 
should get engaged,” iKt 
paper quoted the source & 
saying. “Edward is now 
firmly convinced Sophie is 
the right partner for life ” 
the source said. The prince 
and Rhys-Jones have been 
friends for more than three 
years, prompting recurring 
speculation about when or 
if they will name the day. 


Fifth Element to? "."Jr: 
open Cannes Festival 


PARIS (R) — French 
director Luc Besson’S-kiP 
est offering, “the - Fiffii 
Element” starring Bnfife - 
Willis, is to open the 50th 
Cannes film festivaT'-ih 
May. The $9Q-mUUoo fife 
was shot in English ■ 
Pinewood studios ouEsfile 
London. Its May 7 showS® 
will be a world premielsr ^ 
Previous works by Bessdn; 
37, include “Nikita” and 
“Leon.” Cannes moreover 
is ensuring a galaxy of stars 
for its half-century, among 
them Woody Allen, Billy 
Wilder, Ingmar Bergmaff. 
Elia Kazan, Stanley 
Kubrick- Steven Spielberg 
and Wim Wenders. All pre- 
vious winners of the presti- 
gious Golden Palm award 
will be invited to the 
Jamboree. when the 
Golden Palm of all time 
will be announced. 


Francesco Quinn 
slashes would-be 
robber 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) -f 
Actor Anthony Quinn’s sod 
Francesco proved either 
very courageous or redc^ 
less when he pulled a pockx\- 
et knife on a gun-totthig? ^ 
mugger, slashing hi£" 
would-be robber. Quinri, 

33, was able to escape and 
alert police, who discov- ^ 
ered the mugger seeking * 
treatment for the knifed 
wound at nearby hospital. - : 


Hillary against 


p re-21 sex 


PARIS (R) — U.S. Href 
Lady Hillary Clinton reck- 
ons young people should 
not have sex before the age 
of 21, she confided to 
French television. SheTfisb 
said divorce was too easy ■ 
and that too many parents 
“have ideals of marriage 
which are not realistic. arid 
therefore break up the mar- - 
riage and the children suf- 
fer.’' Her ideal “would be . ■ j 
that young people not have 
sex before they are 21 ." she ’ 
said. In the United States, 

■ Attitudes and behav- 
iour” led to “a very high 
rate of teenage pregnancy” 
and sexually transmitted 
diseases," she added. Ml 
C linton, speaking ahead of 
her husband’s inauguration 
for a second term as presi: . 
dent, ruled out standing for 
the top office herself, but 
added she hoped a woman 
would be president within 
1 0 or 20 years. 


Stallone sells home 


LOS ANGELES (R) t~ 
Sylvester Stallone $ 
‘‘Rambo” and ^Rock£ 
fame, who recently moved 
jo Miami, has sold $s 
Beverly Hill home to thfr 
same man who sold it ro .0 
him six years ago. For bil- 
lionaire Kirk Kerkoriair it 
was a good deal. He bough 1 . 
back the 780-square trie®* 
mansion for $5.2 million: * 
foe “Italian Stallion” rbad 
paid him S5.7 million. 


Bahrain re 

MANAMA (AFP! 

Ration* about 
Solf Arab states « 

nuie with Q “’f ' 
C-utcd to 0 ‘■' bus 
S .la- Gulf state: 
hiu the Intcrnanoi 
-,V- ycirement >ho 
' j.,- between tin 

whlYomshellenn 
K ,aiJ. "Given th 
ho v. 10 improve rel 

"in :i point meiuto 
i ieial said on an 
believe we can sis 
i 'ihout the heun ot 
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AMMAN iFeira) — 
Minister AKlul Karim 
Ul i hi Tuesday reeewix 

^mh.is.^donoJordan, 

^iijiiiii. who relayed ic 
MK-^igc 1 'rom Israeli 
Mim-ltT David l-ev 
„ K ^ec dealt with ih, 
|1U . developments in 
,u.-[i Palestinian track 
l v.u. c pn eess purucul 
1 1 ,; hit’ii .ijMeemont. Mr. 
(1! an j Mr Shamir di 
hi‘.iU*t-il relations. Mr. 
iuImi received French, 
vulfi Bernard Biijulc 
i, ■!!%«.’' ed m him a r 
French Foreign P 
I lone Jo Charettt. Tt 
s.i jc s.nJ France highly 
a.'ited lbs Majesty Kir 
si-n,' efforts in bring in 
ihc Hebron agieemei 
K.ih.iiiti and Mr. 
leviewed issues of ci 
oiKem and bilateral re 


Eyptian 'spy' 
remanded in cast 


CAIRO (.AFP) — A 
min i in Tuesday exten 
detention of sin Egypt! 
tm jni accused of spy 
k.iel for another 31 
judicial sources said. 
i.Knun, 47. a former mi 
missioned officer i 
1 g\|Mi.in army, was ref 
:i military tribunal in I 
ki hut the court dec 
hear (he ease :u£Ufflg t 
ini.-niution he alleged 
Ki.iw'l was "unmipurtan 


UhriMopher begi) 
as private citizen 


W LSHINGT 
U ‘liner Score 
ten Chrisu 
begin a quiei 
public life, n 
the hospital P 
go tieauneni 
win. .source 
Ntopher injur 
cleaning out 
Washington 
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igei.'un. St: 
sources said, 
tonnei i 
we.irmg a e 
plane late 1 
home in Cali 
colleagues sa 
minor. 
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